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Paragraph Structure 
& Thesis Development

Make an outline of your final paper.  Begin by numbering each paragraph in pencil on your copy of the paper.  Then write below what each numbered paragraph contributes to your larger argument.  Indicate in detail how each paragraph develops and supports your thesis.   Also look to see if the relation of each paragraph to the surrounding paragraphs and your thesis is clear.  Are there, in other words, transitions between the various steps in your argument that highlight the structure of paper.  Papers that do so are easier to read and will have a greater impact.  Save this exercise and hand it in with your final paper.   Continue your numbered list on the back if you need to.  

