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Jack the Ripper Report

1. Who you think might have committed the crime and what theories are presented in the reporting (gangs, madmen, racial outsiders, doctors, tradesmen, etc.)? 

I think a gang committed the crime because gangs are made up of many members who all have a sort of status or position. There is usually always a gang leader, which some or all of the members may refer to as “boss.” On page 117 the man that had been arrested for threatening the women was in his cell repeatedly calling out “boss.” So I think the gang was the culprit. (Kirk) 

I think that the same gang has committed the crimes, because in both cases people have said in their testimony to have been in the area and not have seen the body at certain periods of time. For example on page 55 about the testimony of John Richardson, the son of the woman who owns the property where the deceased was found said to be in the area where the body was around 4:45 to 4:50 am. Except according to Mr. Baxter Phillips testimony the body had to have been dead for at least two hours (page 65). The “gang” involved could have had people on watch, and knew when to dispose of the body, and when to kill her.  (Michelle)

2. Are sex crimes and prostitution talked about openly?

Sex crimes and prostitution are talked about under a secretive tone and not descriptively.  It seems that any indiscretion that was mentioned in the record was admitted with a submissive undertone that attempted not to dirty the person’s image. (Melissa)
The prostitution is talked about openly to a certain extent, or at least mentioned. I noticed this in the final session of the Nichols inquest. Here on page 27 it is said that, “…and reminded the jury of the irregular life she (the deceased) had lead for the past two years.” This is referring to her drinking and going with young men and women and doing things, but it was uncertain what things on page 16. This is where I assume prostitution; or at least an inference to it. (Kirk)

3. Why the case is important or interesting?  What you think about the investigation? 

The case is more of interesting than important because each of the cases going on in the area all has similarities to each other. They are all cases involving women of middle age; in the same class as each other and that they were not living the greatest lives (page 28). I found it interesting that in these four cases that all the victims were very similar to each other in having the same type of lifestyle, in that they did not have a specific residence. (Michelle)

4. How is the Whitechapel neighborhood described in the reporting and testimony?

They seemed to describe the neighborhoods as rough (pg 38) (Melissa). 

Whitechapel’s neighborhood described in the reporting and testimonies is a place that is avoided by high-class people. In chapter two, the case of Annie Chapman, when the report first came about her murder they said, “To the class of unfortunates who infest the locality” (page 37). Using words such as infest and unfortunates do not make Whitechapel sound like a place to be.  (Michelle)
5. Are there any political components in the reporting or testimony including criticisms of the government? 

Personally, I think the whole thing is very political. How the cases and inquests are publicized, the involvement of so many people having different views and opinions on the trial and the murders. Having so many accounts and pictures that were in the paper for everyone to see. It all kind of seems like propaganda to something, or me, like everyone jump on the bandwagon. (Kirk). 

The Foreman hoped the government would offer a reward, but there wasn’t one even if the victims had been rich instead of poor (pg 27) (Melissa)

6. What do you think about the experience of reading the   newspaper reports of the case?  How would you describe the writing, in other words?  Is it neutral and descriptive and does it include literary devices like melodrama and horror?

I think for these people that the experience of reading the newspaper reports was terrifying. Because they are very descriptive and graphic as evident from the pictures as well as on page 19 where they talk about exactly where one victim was found, how she was found, and the blood on the street. If I lived by that scene I’d be horrified that the killer might come back and get me, or someone I know. From this we see examples of literary devices like imagery. (Kirk)

I like being able to read the old newspaper articles.  In a way, it transports you into their world.  Reading the articles lets you see a lot of different aspects of life back then. (Melissa)

I think that reading the newspaper reports of the case has been intriguing. It is interesting to see that the victims are all of the same nature and that all the murders have been done in early hours of the morning. The writings are very helpful and descriptive in letting the reader know every detail that they can provide. Being given the testimonies of people associated with the decease, such as family members or neighbors have been helpful in being able to craft what theories could be to the motive of the murders. The reports are descriptive in that for example they describe the murderer as “the audacity and abhorrent wickedness… the suggestive motive may be a wrong one; but one thing is clear—that a murder of a most atrocious character has been committed” (page 29). I think that the writings are descriptive with their use of words, but aside from that I think that they are neutral. (Michelle)

I enjoyed reading about the case, but at times the detailed descriptions became a bit too much to bear because of the graphic aspect and the same story being repeated with little variation in detail.  The writing is very formal and on a fact-to-fact basis.  With an exception of the newspaper articles, the writing creates a detective style feel and puts the reader inside of the case.  The case itself is horrific, but I didn’t feel any of the writing created horror throughout the story.  The use of melodrama was an important device in this case because the newspapers kept the readers intrigued with it and the case stayed a bit less frightening and more exciting because of the way in which the papers explained it.  (Adrienne). 
Adrienne Powell
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Grapes and Cachos 

The News from Whitechapel


From reading the numerous passages given on the group worksheet I have come up with my own theory.  Packer having changed his testimony several times is not a reliable source of information because it appears that the statements of others could have swayed him.  Most of the testimonies state that Stride’s left hand is clutched which, in the darkness could have distorted the appearance of whatever she was holding, but it is suspicious that grapes were mentioned along with sweet meats, which I tend to think would look quite a bit different from one another, even in the dark.  There was also a statement by Dr. Phillips that although she did not eat any grapes that day, there were fruit stains on her larger hankie.  My theory is that the man she was with, perhaps the murder, purchased fruit (grapes) at the same time that Stride purchased the sweet meats and they were eating them as they walked and conversed.  The murder, in haste and possibly encountering a struggle from his victim, wasted the fruit on her hankie and maybe onto the ground.  

