Michael and Ana Rosa (submissions missing from Nam and Mariana)
News from Whitechapel
Study and Discussion Guide
1. Who you think might have committed the crime and what theories are presented in the reporting (gangs, madmen, racial outsiders, doctors, tradesmen, etc.)?
Due to certain outcomes a madman was more probable of committing the murders. It would have been much too hard for a group of people such as a gang or racial outsiders would have been able to commit so many murders without any of them being caught.  One person had a much better chance of not being seen and caught than a group of people. But of course this is not the only theory, a madman might have been the one in charge and he could have had assistance from other people, but the crimes could have simply been committed by a gang of madmen. Of course there were several theories but these were more prevalent then the rest. 
“Inspector Helson...making every effort…so little to guide the police…the theory that the murder is the work of a lunatic…perpetrator of the other two murders of women… in Whitechapel during the last six months…more probable theory is that the murder…committed by one or more of a gang of men…”(Page 13)

2. Are sex crimes and prostitution are talked about openly?

The cases were not addressed as sex crimes and prostitution. They were examined as murderous acts that needed to be stopped. The difference between the today’s press and before press, or at least the one which addresses these cases, is that making a headline was approached differently. If you observe the headlines in the newspaper, the headlines do not approach the murders in connection to anything that may lead to sexual indecency. While if you were to have the same crime occur today, the press would manipulate the crimes and not consider the feelings of the witnesses loved one and present a headline that would be graphic. For example after examining all the headlines from The Daily Telegraph, the most graphic headline is seen on Monday, October 1, 1888 (Page 88). The headline says “Two more women murdered on Whitechapel and aldgate savage butchery and mutilation the crime in Whitechapel,” although this headline does give an image of what the crimes consist of without reading the article, the truth is that today the headline would be manipulated to possibly “Hannibal Lector has risen” or “Murderous rituals leads to murders.” If these types of headline would have been printed in 1888, Whitechapel would have had an up roar of fear within the community, which was something that was avoided, unlike today.     
3. Why the case is important or interesting? What you think about the investigation? 
Although these horrid occurrences have been recognized in history it is overwhelmingly surprising that these types of murders do occur in different parts of the world. I do believe that this investigation, in particular, is very important considering that they criminal was never captured and never identified. Although Jack the Ripper is blamed for these murders due to the supposed evidence that he provides to police and the press, he is not completely blamed simply because the police was not captured. Society has a willingness to be able to identify all the elements that they encounter in life. Although a Jack the Ripper was not captured he was still blamed, why I wonder? I then begin to answer that question by looking at a more modern crime crisis that resembles these murderous occurrences. In October 2002, ALL the metropolitan area was being terrorized by a sniper that would kill anyone. They had no particular trend, unlike in the Whitechapel murders, but people began to say that the sniper was a terrorist that was killing in the name of their religion. Press publicized that the sniper was driving around in a white van. Some people believed that he or she was aiming towards elderly people, until a teenager was shot. There were also many other theories about the sniper. Although many people had not evidence to believe certain things they did so in order to feel they had somewhat of connection or understanding of what was terrifying them. Once Malvo and Mohammed were discovered all the speculations were them denied and people felt very a bit embarrassed that they believed certain speculation that were discovered to be completely wrong. One example that relates to this is when people believed that they were in a white van killing people, but they were found in a blue Caprice. This theory is seen at the very beginning of The News from Whitechapel, Jack the Ripper in The Daily Telegraph, the authors make sure that the audience is aware that most of the beliefs and characteristics of the figure Jack the Ripper, whom supposedly committed the crimes, have been composed by authors of novels. They compose a figure that will help stir emotions within novels and also within society considering that the novels have a connection to realistic crimes and occurrences. “Fiction has never found the Ripper a dark protagonist, but good fiction is not always good history. Much of what is ‘known’ about Saucy Jack- his appearance, his motives; his identity- owes its origin more to the writer’s inkwell than the policeman’s files…” (Page 7, Chapter 1) 88 23
4. How is the Whitechapel neighborhood described in the reporting and testimony?

The Whitechapel neighborhood is described numerous times throughout the investigations.  When the murders occurred it was obviously dark outside and they occurred in alleys with many buildings and warehouses.  It is mentioned that Whitechapel-road is very busy in the morning which may have been a route that the murderer used to escape.
“THE CORONER: The Whitechapel-road is busy in the early morning, I believe.” (p. 17.)
This crime location characteristic is very similar to that of Malvo and Mohammed, the Metro area snipers. The crimes that they committed were usually located to a route that allowed them an easy escape, which was why it was a so difficult for the police to catch the snipers. 
5. Are there any political components in the reporting or testimony including criticisms of the government?
There were no political components that we found, but we believe that these crimes were more personal than a political statement due to the hands- on actions that took place during the crimes. The men or women that were involved must have had something against women due to past experiences. Crimes that deal with shooting a gun and not seeing or touching the victims seem to be more impersonal. 
6. What do you think about the experience of reading the newspaper reports of the case?  How would you describe the writing, in other words?  Is it neutral and descriptive and does it include literary devices like melodrama and horror?   

The writing in the newspaper reports seems to be fairly neutral.  The writers of the newspaper seem to be just as clueless as the investigators and the rest of the Whitechapel community.  They may have jumped to some of there only conclusions and added aspects of horror, but it is hard to tell how accurate the writing is without being around during that time and being able to see things for yourself. The writing within the articles is very repetitive. There is horror but that is simply from the emotion that arises from the thought of a madman cutting women up, it is not raised from the way the writing is presented. 
Elizabeth Stride did have grapes in her hand and the people that didn’t mention any grapes either simply did not notice or forgot about them.  However, the grapes not had any significance in the case considering that Elizabeth Stride is the only victim that grapes were mentioned.  I don’t think Packer’s claims have too much to do with the case.
(Nam and Mariana did not collaborate to the assignment)






