News From Whitechapel
Study and Discussion Guide 1


Today, I want you to put yourself in the position of a reader at the time trying to make sense of the Jack the Ripper case from the slow and halting presentation of fragmentary evidence in the Daily Telegraph.  Make sure to bring News From Whitechapel (the collection of Telegraph reporting) to class.  You will work on the questions below, at first individually and then in groups next class.  By Sunday at 5pm one member of each group should send me a summary of your discussions including your answers to these questions and those on grapes for next class.  Make sure to indicate specific dates for the stories (and pages in the text) that you are drawing on in formulating your answers.    

1. Who you think might have committed the crime and what theories are presented in the reporting (gangs, madmen, racial outsiders, doctors, tradesmen, etc.)?

2. Are sex crimes and prostitution are talked about openly?

3. Why the case is important or interesting?  What you think about the investigation? 

4. How is the Whitechapel neighborhood described in the reporting and testimony?

5. Are there any political components in the reporting or testimony including criticisms of the government? 

6. What do you think about the experience of reading the newspaper reports of the case?  How would you describe the writing, in other words?  Is it neutral and descriptive and does it include literary devices like melodrama and horror?   

 

I expect there may be some disagreement and that you will take different approaches to the reporting. My only requirement is that you be able to point to specific places in the text that justify your suppositions.  
