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Your assignment was to write on two or more of Tesla's most important inventions and the methods he used to develop and/or conceive them.    For each invention, you were to describe the problem it addressed and/or the need it met, the alternatives available at the time, and its basic design.  If you chose one of Tesla’s later, more speculative inventions or ideas, your account of the design might be less detailed.  But however complete Tesla’s work, you were to make a detailed argument for why the inventions and/or ideas were important.  Along the way, you also needed to lay out the personal and/or professional qualities in Tesla that contributed to his successes and/or failures with the inventions or ideas you wrote about.  You were to write in a professionally credible way but explain all technical points so that non-professionals could follow your account.  Coherence, thesis development, paragraph organization/transitions, and effective use of evidence were all criteria I set out as necessary for a successful essay.  Finally, you were required to cite several credible sources including Jonnes’ Empire of Light and follow the models for formatting and citation in Hacker; MLA was the default citation format but you could use Chicago, APA or CSE if you have already been trained in their use.  After you exchanged and read one of your fellow student’s papers, answer in detail the following questions.            
1) Does the paper cover all components of the assignment listed above (problem/need, alternatives at the time, basic design, reasons why it was important, personal and professional qualities)?  List each in turn and indicate whether the paper clearly and fully addresses each point.   What does the paper leave out?  Could any of these sections be expanded?    Use the back of this sheet if necessary. 







2) How are these points tied together in the essay?  What, in other words, is the paper’s argument?  Use the back of this sheet to recount what the argument or thesis is and how it ties each section of the paper together.  If the author chose an earlier and a later invention, is there a larger point about Tesla’s methods and/or strengths and weaknesses tying the sections of the paper together?  

3) Is the description of how the invention, device or concept works clear and detailed?   Would it be understandable by a lay reader but also pass muster with professionals in the field?        









4) What is the author’s argument for the importance of the device?  Does he or she tie this section of the paper to the account of the alternatives available at the time?  If the argument is more focused on future developments, does the other back up generalizations with more specific account of how Tesla’s work was connected to or “led to” future developments?   










5) What are the paper’s strengths and weaknesses?  How could it be improved?  









6) Number in the left margin (or lightly underline in pencil) any phrases you have difficulty understanding and indicate by number on the back of this sheet what you think the problem is.    

7) Which citation format does the paper follow?  Review the convention on http://dianahacker.com/resdoc for MLA (or the format you think the paper follows) and indicate on the back any deviations you found from the conventions of that format.   
