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	Russell Simmons once said, “The thing about hip-hop is that it’s from the underground, ideas from the underbelly, from people who have mostly been locked out, who have not been recognized.” The great thing about the National Portrait Gallery’s exhibit “Recognize” is it allows hip-hop artists to be recognized for their art and talent. The exhibit contains graffiti, black and white portraits, large paintings, videos and many other forms of hip-hop. It shows how hip-hop has influenced our culture and artists today. The “Recognize” exhibit helped change my views of hip-hop art and showed how the artists used designs from the past and made them new.
	First of all, the exhibit changed my view of hip-hop art. Normally when I see graffiti, it’s on the side of a building, or a wall under a bridge.  Although the art is pretty, it has a negative connotation. It is defacing someone else’s property. It is illegal. So when I see it on the street, I automatically get a bad taste in my mouth and can’t appreciate the real art and talent it took to create such a beautiful picture. On the other hand when I saw the graffiti in the museum, I no longer judged it by where it was painted. I was able to look at it and “recognize” the artist for his talent. It reminded me that graffiti in and of itself is not a bad thing. It is only bad when it is used to destroy some else’s property.
	Kehinde Wiley was able to use old designs from the past and make them new in his triple portrait of Charles I. In the background of the painting, he painted ornate designs that were similar to those used by monks. The monks used to copy the Bible and decorate each page with elaborate designs filled with vines and pictures. Wiley uses this idea and makes it new by adding vibrant colors. He uses a bright green in the background, and orange for the vines.  When I first glanced at the third portrait of the man, I thought he was a monk. As I took a closer look, I realized he was actually wearing an athletic jacket with the hood over his head. Wiley was able to create something modern with the ideas of the past.
	The “Recognize” exhibit helped change my views of hip-hop art and showed how the artists used images from the past and made them new. It opened my eyes to the many different forms of art that hip-hop has. It also showed me how talented these artists really are. I am glad that these hip-hop artists are finally being recognized for their gifting. We need to learn to appreciate all forms of art and get rid of the negative stereotypes. People tend to see graffiti and other forms of art like it as evil. They say its what the “bad” kids do, but really it is a talent, a way of expressing ones self. We need to look at it in a new light and see the good in it.  We should look at the messages each work of art is trying to get across, and not judge the form of art they used. After all, “we shouldn’t judge a book by its cover.” 
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