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                                                                Arms of Love


It was a small white house in the hills of Tazewell, Tennessee. There was a gravel road that curved around the house. The grass in the front yard had now turned brown with the winter and large rocks covered in moss were scattered throughout it. The house was encircled by a wooden fence, and beside it stood an old brown barn where all the machines were stored. Behind it, lay an acre of land with mounds of brown dirt waiting for spring to return so that it could once more bring life. In the distance, there was the sound of cowbells and of cattle calling to one another. There in the house lived a farmer, his wife, and his three children. Carla Bolton had been born on November 5, 1961 (Cameron, 9/5/08). She was now two weeks old, and the joy and love that filled the family continued to radiate throughout the house.


As Carla grew older and began to walk, she was put to work on the farm. She would put on her little boots and follow her mother, Greta, into the garden. They would pick corn, tomatoes, potatoes, green beans and many other vegetables that filled the garden (Cameron, 9/5/08). Once all the buckets were full, Greta would place them in the garage, and Carla would get in the truck with her father, Carl. They would ride up and down the hills of Tennessee feeding the cattle, counting them, and fixing any broken fences or barns. Wherever Carl was, Carla was right behind him (Cameron, 9/5/08). She was a hard worker and Daddy’s little helper. 


Every day, Carl and Carla would ride up to Hooper’s place (Cameron, 9/5/08). Hooper and Pearl were an elderly couple who lived on Carl’s land. Carl had given them a home and some of his land because they had none (Cameron, 9/5/08). Hooper and Pearl would never leave their house (Cameron, 9/5/08). They did not talk to anyone, and no one would ever visit them (Cameron, 9/5/08). Carl and Carla were the only people they allowed into their home. Carl would bring them food that Greta had made for them, and Carla would carry a metal pail filled with dog food (Cameron, 9/5/08). She would sit on the rickety, old porch and feed the dogs while Carl placed the food on the old, black stove inside the house (Cameron, 9/5/08). Carl and Carla took great care of them until the day they died (Cameron, 9/5/08).


Carla went to Claibourne County High School and worked hard to earn money for her school (Cameron 9/5/08). She organized many events such as car washes and service projects. One year, she went to the University of Tennessee with her cheerleading squad to raise money for the school (Cameron, 9/5/08). Carla was determined to help her school out, but her father didn’t want her doing any of this. He wouldn’t even let her sell candy bars. He would say, “I’d rather buy it all then have you begging people for money” (Cameron, 9/5/08). Carl would get very angry with her, but she continued to raise money for her school. She even raised money for those who were less fortunate (Cameron, 9/5/08). She was named Homecoming Queen because of her beauty and her help in the community.


In high school, Carla always took care of those around her. Whenever there was a problem in the family, Carla was the one to fix it. When her parents were angry at each other, Carla helped them reconcile (Cameron, 9/5/08). Whenever her siblings did not get along, Carla was the peacemaker. At about five feet tall, Carla was the smallest one in her family, but she had the biggest heart. It was emotionally hard on her, but she had to make sure that everyone in her family was cared for. Carla loved everyone, and she made sure that no one was hurt or upset. 


During her sophomore year at East Tennessee State University, Carla decided to join a sorority. By her senior year, she was named president of Alpha Delta Pi. Their motto has always been “we live for each other,” and that is exactly what Carla did (“Symbols of Sisterhood”). As president, Carla worked one on one with each of her “sisters,” and tried to help them with their problems (Cameron, 9/5/08). One of her sisters was bulimic and anorexic. Of all the psychiatric disorders, anorexia has the highest mortality rate (Walter). Carla’s “sister” was in a terrible car accident, and everyone thought she would die (Cameron, 9/5/08). Carla took her to a clinic where she could get help and supported her in every way she could. Carla did everything in her power to take care of her “sister,” but the girl did not survive (Cameron, 9/5/08). Carla was heart broken and wanted to make sure that nothing like that ever happened again (Cameron, 9/5/08).

As president of Alpha Delta Pi, Carla was chosen by the National Sorority to travel around the United States and Canada to fix problems in other sororities. Only six people in the nation were chosen, and out of the thousands of applicants, Carla was one of them. She was debriefed in Atlanta, Georgia, and then, sent to specific schools with a wide variety of problems. She had to make sure that each school’s sororities were following all the guidelines and restrictions of the National Sorority. Some schools had financial problems that needed to be solved, and others needed help getting people to join their sororities. Carla went to each school and did her best to fix all the problems. 

Halfway through her mission with the National Sorority, they sent her to a college in Arizona during rush. She had been on the road for several months and had very little sleep, but she continued to move forward and help the school in every way she could. After about a week of late nights and little sleep, Carla became very ill. Her throat was extremely sore and she was continuously changing from hot to cold, but she refused to see a doctor. She knew that if she went to the doctor she would no longer be able to help this school out. Pretty soon, she lost her voice and could barely whisper. Finally, the head officer of the National Sorority called her and said, 

“Carla, I have booked you a flight for California. I know how much you want to         

stay and help, but you need to get better. You will be staying with Sheila Cameron, a member of the sorority’s grand counsel, for the weekend. I am ordering you to take it easy and rest” (Cameron, 9/21/08).


Carla arrived at the airport, and was greeted by Sheila’s son, Brian. He picked up her luggage and carried them to his car. He drove her to his home where a beautiful, tall woman stood waiting to greet her. The woman reached out her hand and said with a welcoming smile, 


“Hi Carla, my name is Sheila. Welcome to my home” (Cameron, 9/21/08).


Sheila took her inside and showed Carla her room for the weekend. Sheila insisted that Carla rest for a while before dinner. Carla agreed, and as soon as Sheila left, she went to sleep.


A few hours later, Carla woke and freshened up for dinner. She walked into the dining room where she was greeted by a tall, handsome young man with beautiful blue eyes. He smiled at her and said in a deep, husky voice,


“Hi, my name is Brett” (Cameron, 9/21/08).

 
“I’m Carla,” She replied with a smile (Cameron, 9/21/08).


A few days later, Brett asked Carla out. They could only see each other on weekends while Carla continued to work with the sorority. When Carla was moved to different colleges around the United States, Brett would pay for her to fly to California on the weekends. They saw each other as much as they could and talked with each other on the phone. About five months after that first date, Brett proposed to her. 

Carla graduated from college with a degree in psychology and management, and she talked her way into a job at Pepperdine University (Cameron, 9/5/08). Pepperdine University is in Malibu, California (Glaberson). The University rests on the mountains of Santa Monica, and overlooks the beautiful Pacific Ocean (Glaberson). Carla had been interviewed at many colleges in California, but none of them hired her. Finally, she was interviewed at Pepperdine. They said that they were not hiring anyone in that position, but Carla would not take no for an answer. She was persistent and would not give up.  She filled out a lot of paperwork and told them to let her prove herself (Cameron, 9/5/08). They eventually agreed and offered her a full time job. She became the assistant director of the college and worked there for many years (Cameron, 9/5/08). 


At Pepperdine, Carla was on call all day long. She lived on campus with her husband, Brett and daughter, Chelsea. Carla took care of all the students and helped them with their problems. She cared so much for them that she was willing to put her life in danger in order to help. She was seven months pregnant with her second child when she received an emergency phone call. The director said, 

“Carla, we are having a hard time with a student. She has a gun and is very upset.

 We already sent someone to her room, but she can’t get through to her” (Cameron, 9/5/08). 
Carla hung up the phone and headed to the dorm. It was a white, stucco building with orange tiles on the top. She climbed the stairs and entered the common area of the suite. There sitting on a bed in one of the rooms was a very angry young lady.   Carla took a deep breath, and said sweetly,  

“I am coming into the room. I just want to talk with you.” 
Carla stepped into the room, and the girl yelled, “ If you don’t leave, I will shoot 
you!” (Cameron, 9/5/08). 

By this time, the police were on the scene and were entering the building. Carla calmly told her,
 “ I just want to know what is going on” (Cameron, 9/5/08).

The girl angrily waved some papers she had written and other things that had upset her and yelled again, 
“ If you don’t leave, I’ll shoot you!” (Cameron, 9/5/08).

Carla calmly said, “ As you can see, I am pregnant so I will slowly walk out, and 
I will talk to you from outside the room” (Cameron, 9/5/08).

She walked out of the sight of the girl to where the police were waiting for her. The police told Carla to leave, but she refused saying,

“No, I will stay until I know what is going on” (Cameron, 9/5/08).

The police took over the situation and got the girl under control. They followed the normal protocol and held her in isolation for 72 hours. When her time was up, they released her and were not able to find out what had made her so angry. Carla was willing to risk her life to help an upset student.

 
Carla’s life is characterized by hard work, determination, and a love for others. Today, She is a stay at home mom who pours her love out on her children and everyone she encounters. Her life is such an example of selfless love. She will do everything in her power to help someone in need. Carla’s passion and love for others can be seen in her two beautiful children. Her daughter, Chelsea, created a “sunshine bowl” for a friend who was chronically ill. The bowl was filled with letters of encouragement, cutouts of cartoons, and pictures to help her friend through a difficult time. Similarly her son, Brock, continually tries to reach out to people who do not have many friends. He tries to make everyone feel welcome and loved. Carla’s legacy of love will be past down from her children to the many generations to come.
