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The Changing Face of Information


Before the Internet, in order to find out if your favorite sports team won the game they played last night, or what the polls for the presidential election looked like, you had to wait until the newspaper came to your door the next morning or listen to the radio and wait until they said some news information about the topic you were interested in knowing about.  In order to write a research paper on any given topic you had to go to the library’s card catalog, look up the call number, and then go searching through the long room of shelves to find the book you were looking for.  Today however, you do not have to wait for that newspaper to come to your doorstep or search the never-ending isles of books in the library to find information on a given topic.  Instead you can turn on your computer and surf the web for an unending array of information.  With just a click of the mouse you are able to get information on topics from cooking to sports player’s stats. 

Although not everyone in the United States uses the Internet to find information on a topic, more and more people are turning to the Internet for information on news sports, shopping, research, as well as many other topics.  According to the Wirthlin Worldwide Web page, the Wirthlin National Survey found in 1996, which was around the year that I started using the Internet, “an estimated 42 million adult Americans used the Internet or other online services.”  Comparing that estimate to today’s Nielsen-net ratings Web page estimate of 450 million proves that the number of people using the Internet for the way they receive information is rising at a dramatic pace.   Given the ease of finding information and the span of information that is on the Internet, this number will only rise in the coming years.   The NUA Web page states that “62 percent of the population in the US will be online in the US by 2003.  Globally the online population will grow from 4 percent today to 11 percent in 2003 when 500 million people will have Internet access.”  The Internet is changing the way people receive their information.    

After the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in New York, Washington D.C., and Pennsylvania, even more Americans have turned to the Internet for news and information on what is going on around the world.   The Pew Internet and American Life Project Web page states that “there were conspicuously more Internet users getting news online after September 11 than in previous periods.  More than two-thirds of Internet users (69%) have used the Web to get news and information related to the attacks and their aftermath.”  Using the Internet to find information eliminates the wait time you experience when watching the news or waiting for the next edition of the newspaper to come out.  Many newspapers now have Web pages such as The Washington Post which makes getting a newspaper at your door the day after an event seem a little archaic.     

With all of the information that is available on the Internet, from sports scores to what is on sale at the Gap, with just a click of a button the world is at your fingertips.  There is no limit to the information you can find on the Internet and an increasing amount of Americans are dialing in everyday.  At the rate the Internet usage is increasing in the United States, it is not unrealistic to say that the Internet will be the premium source of information gathering of the future. 
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