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French 442-001 – Spring 2009



Professor Janine Ricouart T 233C


Twentieth Century Drama and Poetry 


Office hours: TR 12:15-13:15
TR 13:30-14:45 – FAB: B112



www.mason.gmu.edu/~jricouar

Phone: (703) 993-1593  




Email: jricouar@gmu.edu
[NOUVEAU]

This course will explore issues dealing with plays and poetry published in 20th and 21st century France. We will discuss the works of French authors who have influenced the theatre and poetry of the 20th and 21st century as they tackle various personal and political topics including violence, justice, art, postmodern construction of self. We’ll examine notions of identity expressed in the mise-en-scène of crises in France. 

Objectives: This course seeks to develop or improve the student's ability 1) to read with discernment 20th century French poets and playwrights; 2) to think critically; 3) to discuss and write about literature by using appropriate analytical terminology and other tools. We will study the major literary trends in contemporary French drama in the 20th and 21st century (from Surrealism to Nouveau Theatre) and in French Poetry (from symbolism to contemporary poets).

Livres à acheter pour la classe: 
Cocteau, Jean. Orphée. Paris : Stock, 1994.  



ISBN : 2-234-04421-9 
Camus, Albert. Caligula suivi de Le malentendu. Paris : Gallimard, Folio, 1958. 











ISBN : 2-07- 036064-4 

Cixous, Hélène. Portrait de Dora suivi de L’école de Madhubaï. Paris : Eds des femmes, 1989. 










ISBN : 27200297X

Duras, Marguerite. L’Eden Cinéma. Paris : Gallimard, Folio, 1989. 
ISBN : 2070381390

Ionesco, Eugène : Rhinocéros. Paris : Gallimard, Folio, 1972. 

ISBN : 2-07- 0368165

Sartre, Jean-Paul. Huis clos. Suivi de Les mouches. Paris : Gallimard, Folio, 1947. 











ISBN : 2-07- 036807-6 

Quelques livres recommandés, à lire pendant le semestre si possible : 

Poètes du vingtième, au choix (Aragon, Prévert, etc). 
Anouilh, Jean: Antigone. 

Beckett, Samuel: En attendant Godot et Fin de partie.
Bernanos, Georges: Les dialogues des Carmélites.
Claudel, Paul: L’annonce faite à Marie. 
Mauriac, François: Asmodée. 
Artaud, Antonin. Le théâtre de la cruauté. 
Ubersfeld, Anne: Lire le théâtre. 

Requirements: To succeed in this class, try to accomplish all these activities successfully: 
I) Read all material assigned for each class and be ready to discuss any aspect of the material on a weekly basis. You are expected to participate actively in each class discussion and comment on the material assigned. It is essential that you keep up with the reading schedule; 

II) Participate actively in classroom discussion! 
III) Use the library extensively to do your own research on any aspect dealing with the topic of this course and of particular interest to you; do not rely on the internet for your sources! 
IV) Present two oral reports: each student will schedule a 25 mn. oral presentation in class, according to her/his interest; you should prepare a one-page outline of your presentation to distribute to the students before your presentation; you are encouraged to work with the classmate presenting on the same author to avoid repetitions. You may also present together on the same day. We may not be able to use Power Point this semester.  
V) Write two papers (one midterm and one final: 6-8 pages each, typed, double-spaced, stapled only). Your papers can deal with the texts you studied for your oral presentations but the topics covered in a written paper must be different from what you present in class. In each paper, you should quote from at least two refereed journals. In your two essays, you should also try to explore different issues relevant to 20th Century French Drama. This could be the beginning of a master’s thesis! Follow closely the guidelines from the MLA Handbook for the format of your papers. 
VI) Le style (la présentation finale) est le style normal, selon les conventions du MLA : caractères 12 points, double interligne, format MLA (Modern Language Association).  Pour tout renseignement sur la documentation MLA, voir le Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th Edition?, New York : Modern Language Association of America, 2007?). Ne mettez pas de page supplémentaire pour le titre (écrivez votre titre sur la première page du devoir, avec votre nom et la classe en haut et à DROITE de votre papier. Numérotez les pages en haut à droite aussi). 
VII) Présentation orale: je vous donnerai une liste de sujets possible pendant les premières semaines du semestre, et nous fixerons la date de votre présentation. Elle sera de 25 minutes environ, basée sur vos propres recherches. Vous pourrez utiliser des notes, ou bien un plan, mais évitez de lire un texte à la classe. 
Divers



Email: Students are responsible for activating and checking their email through the GMU system, as described in the Catalog: "The university will use electronic mail as an effective way of providing official information to students…Students are responsible for the content of university communication sent to their GMU e-mail account, and are required to activate that account and check it regularly." (2008-2009 University Catalog, p. 29). 
Honor Code, plagiarism, translation software: As described in the Honor System and Code, University Catalog 2008-2009, pp. 30-31, GMU students pledge "not to cheat, plagiarize, steal or lie in matters related to academic work." Infractions will be referred to the appropriate committee for resolution. If you're unsure of what constitutes plagiarism, please see the professor before submitting any questionable work! In a language class it is also forbidden to use any kind of translation software. Always write devoirs from the beginning in the French you know, even if you feel it's slower or sounds too simple. Translated work will receive a grade of zero and/or F and you may be referred to the Honor code for violation. 
General guidelines 
I) The class will be conducted entirely in French (this includes all class discussions and oral presentations). Since participation is an important part of the grade, every student is expected to come to class prepared (books read, assignments completed, ...) in order to fully participate in class discussions. You are expected to be on time and to remain during each entire class session. Attendance and participation are important components of this class. 
II) For all written work submitted, FOLLOW THE latest version of the MLA HANDBOOK FOR FORMAT AND REFERENCES: ie: Page numbering on the whole document; all pages double spaced, including the last page (Textes cités); one margin all around; 12 point font… Also: on the first page on the right hand side corner, single-spaced: first and last name, class number, and date in French; middle line, centered: title of the assignment (such as: Résumé de..., Essai sur X (NOM de l’auteur/e...): this will identify specifically the assignment. Type accents directly on the computer.

 III) If you miss a class, you will need to contact a fellow student to find out what was covered in class and what the assignment is for the next class. I cannot answer email and phone requests for assignments. The assignments and schedule of events will be posted on Blackboard regularly. It is a good idea to exchange phone numbers with at least two classmates, just in case… 
IV) Late work will incur lower grades. If you are ill or have a MAJOR reason to turn in an assignment late, you must request permission ahead of time if at all possible. We must adhere to the schedule as much as possible. Therefore, if you miss your oral presentation you must find a student willing to switch her/his date with you. This will avoid serious trouble for the whole group. If you did not give the teacher ample time to reschedule ahead of class time or you did not find a substitute for your presentation date, you will receive an F for that assignment. 
Office of Disability Services (ODS): If you need academic accommodations, please let your instructor know at the beginning of the semester and contact the ODS at (703) 993-8730 or 8787 (TTY) in order to help you and your instructor set up your learning space. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. 

Grading system: 

active class participation



25 %

two oral presentations



25 %

one midterm paper 




25 %

one final paper 




25 %

Personal notes for the course: 

