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Français 310-001- Printemps 2009
“Oral Proficiency in French”
Instructor: Professeure Janine Ricouart  
Days/Time: TR 9:00-10:15 

Office:  Thompson 233 C
Class: Thompson 227


Email: jricouar@gmu.edu




         Office hours: TR 12:15-13:15 
Web site: mason.gmu.edu/~jricouar




(and by appointment)
OBJECTIF DU COURS

Le cours de Français 310 vous invite à pratiquer votre français oral avec pour objectif majeur de mieux vous exprimer en français d’ici à la fin du semestre. Ce cours vous encourage à vous  exprimer sans honte et sans crainte de faire des fautes. Souvenez-vous de l’adage qui dit que “c’est en forgeant qu’on devient forgeron.” Prenez l’habitude de parler en français avec vos camarades de classe, vos ami-e-s, votre professeure dans/hors de la classe. Nous allons pratiquer le français à travers des discussions diverses qui aborderont des sujets variés et parfois controversés. Le but de la classe est de vous encourager à vous exprimer dans un français correct et de respecter les opinions et le niveau de langue de vos camarades de classe. D’autre part, des exposés sur des films et des sujets de débat d’ordre social, culturel, scientifique, économique et politique vous permettront de vous exprimer en français devant un groupe, à partir des textes que nous lirons en classe. 

LIVRE: 
Bragger, Jeannette D., et Donald B. Rice. Du tac au tac! (3ème édition). Boston, MA : Thomson

Heinle, 2005. 
EVALUATION

Class participation
30
% 

Quizzes 
15%


Homework
15% 
Midterm
20% 

Final Exam
20% 
THE HONOR CODE

GMU’s Honor Code is described in the current issue of the University Catalog. In the spirit of the Code, a student’s word is a declaration of good faith acceptable as truth in all academic matters.  Cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, and stealing of academic work and related materials constitute Honor Code violations.  For this class, you are invited to study together, but be sure that all work submitted for a grade, including homework assignments as well as quizzes and exams, is your own work and yours alone. 
Disability Resource Center (DRC): If you have special needs, please let your instructor know at the beginning of the semester and contact the DRC (at 703-993-1274) in order to help you and your instructor set up your learning space. 

Some important guidelines: 

Chez vous and Entre nous will be two essential parts of our course. If you work seriously “Chez vous”, the “Entre nous” section will feel better for every one of us. We will strive to work as a team in order to have the best experience possible “entre nous” in the classroom. 
If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to contact a fellow student to find out what was covered in class and also what the assignment is for the next class. You can also check on Blackboard in case of changes. I cannot answer emails and phone requests about assignments. However, please note that more than 2 unexcused absences will lower your final grade. It’s a good idea to get the phone numbers of at least two classmates just in case! 
Late work policy: If you are ill or have a MAJOR reason to turn in an assignment late you must contact your professor as soon as possible. Each unexcused late assignment will automatically receive a lower grade. I appreciate your cooperation in this regard. 
Extensive use of Blackboard will also be expected: this will include assignments; discussion topics, changes in class assignments; etc… 
CD and internet for oral proficiency: Please make use of the CD which is included with your book in order to improve your accent and understanding. Regular assignments will be given and will require serious extra time and effort on your part. Please do not read the audio script the first time around (if at all!). You will also need to use the internet for some chapters as indicated in the book (at the end of chap. 2 through 8 and more extensively for chap. 4 and 8). 
Generally speaking, talk to me if you have problems or questions with any aspect of the class. If you need some extra practice to correct your pronunciation for example, feel free to come to every single one of my office hours to work with me on an individual basis. I will be happy to help you as much as possible. We can also make appointments for extra time if needed. 

Add here your own extra notes based on class introduction (ie: dates and times of midterm and final exams, etc).  

