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Overall Description of Unit:  In this culminating class activity, first year Spanish students will design and create short scenes that follow the storyline presented in the Destinos curriculum.  Scripts for this video must be written in Spanish only.  This is a great opportunity for students to not only practice vocabulary but celebrate their speaking skills through this fun presentation.  For this project, students will work in groups of three to four students.  Each student must participate in all planning aspects of the final product, but may play different roles in the final production.  While all students must have a speaking role in the video, the other roles of cameraperson, director, and producer will be decided and rotated among the group members.  More specifications of the video production process will be shared with the students.  The focus of this project is not only practicing and presenting Spanish dialogue, but also becoming proficient in the video production process.  Similar to prewriting and drafting, students will spend a majority of their time planning their video and storyboarding.  Final taping must be scheduled due to limited cameras available.

Objectives:  Students will: 

· present rehearsed dialogue in Spanish

· develop an awareness of practices and products of Spanish-speaking cultures

· identify some customs and traditions of Spanish-speaking cultures, such as greetings and forms of address that demonstrate politeness

· use video camera to produce in-camera edited two-minute movie

· assume roles for video production and work collaboratively

Place of Video in Overall Unit:  While the focus of this lesson is the writing and presenting of the dialogue, students will use video to capture the final presentation.  The fun part of this lesson is that most beginning Spanish students probably have not seen themselves on TV speaking Spanish.  This will be a great learning and viewing experience for them that may even motivate them to improve their Spanish-speaking skills.

Authentic Problem:  The publishers of Destinos are looking to add a new video series to supplement the current curriculum.  The publishers would like to add videos of non-native Spanish speakers practicing their vocabulary and completing original scenes in the spirit of the Destinos telenovela (soap opera).  Students will create two to three minute scenes to submit to the publishers.

Outcome of Project:  The final product will be a short video that was rehearsed and produced using in-camera editing.

Video Skills Needed:  Students will need an understanding of the video design process including the following steps:

· Determining topic of video

· Storyboarding the scenes

· Sharing storyboards

· Assigning roles

· Rehearsing

· Filming

Students will receive instruction and print resources to help them with this process.

Helpful sites for video production tips and techniques:

· http://eduscapes.com/seeds/productcamera.html
· http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listvideoshpd.html
· http://206.110.20.132/~lrose/Videography
Sequence of Lesson:

Prior to lesson:  Students will have been watching the Destinos telenovela series and have familiarity with the characters and plot.  

Day one:  The teacher will share the authentic problem and challenge students to begin thinking about a two to three minute scene they will need to write and perform.  Students will receive the project description (Appendix A) and review the requirements of the final product.  These requirements include that all dialogue must be in Spanish and that each group member must have a speaking role in the video.  

Next, the teacher will brainstorm with the class vocabulary words that may be associated with a scene, particularly greetings and forms of politeness.

Day two and three:  Students will learn the video process, including looking at a sample video that models in-camera editing.  Instruction should focus on the storyboarding and rehearsing steps of the process.  The teacher will share with students examples of completed storyboards.  

The teacher will assign groups, and allow students to meet with their group members for a brainstorming session.  A graphic organizer (Appendix B) will be provided so students can begin to plot the sequence of events for the video.

Day four:  Students will continue to work in their groups.  The graphic organizer must be approved by the teacher before advancing to work on storyboards.

Day five:  All students should be working on storyboards by day five.  Storyboards must be approved before students can begin rehearsals and taping.

Day six:  Students will complete storyboards and taping.

Day seven:  All groups should be taping by day seven.

Day eight:  Students will share videos with the class.

Evaluation Strategy:  The final project will be evaluated using a rubric provided to the students at the beginning of the project (see Appendix D).

Appendix A

Project Description:

Handout to Students

Adding a Scene to the Destinos Telenovela:

Creating a Spanish-speaking Video

The publishers of Destinos are looking to add a new video series to supplement the current curriculum.  The publishers would like to add videos of non-native Spanish speakers completing scenes from the Destinos telenovela.  

Lights, Camera, Action!
We are going to answer this call and create short videos to send to the publishers.  In a group of three to four students, you will create a scene that would be similar to something we may see in Destinos.  Follow the storyline, and use the same characters.  Your scene should be no more then three minutes.  During this project, the focus of your efforts will be on creating great Spanish dialogue that uses many of the vocabulary words and greetings we have learned this year.  After careful planning and intense rehearsal, you will tape your scene!

First, in your group you will need to think about the following:

· Topic of your scene

· Characters

· Setting

· Plot or sequence of events

Once you have documented your ideas, get them approved and start on your storyboards.  Use storyboards to plan out each individual scene of your video.

Next, you will need to assign roles:

· Everyone is a script writer and storyboarder

· Everyone will have to have a speaking part in the video

· Cameraperson (assign to two people)

· Director (assign to two people)

· Producer (plan props and setting)

Be sure to get your storyboards approved and then you are ready to begin rehearsals and finally tape your scene.  

Break a leg!
Appendix B

Graphic Organizer

Topic/Plot Idea:  
Characters:  
Setting:  ________________________________________________________________________

Plot:

	Opening…



	Main Action…



	Closing….




Appendix C

Storyboard
	Scene: _____

Special Instructions___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


Script:

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

________________________

________________________
____________________________________________________________________

	Scene: _____

Special Instructions:  ________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Script:

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

________________________

________________________
____________________________________________________________________



Appendix C

Final Project Rubric

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Spanish 
Language and Content
	All Spanish language and content is in the students' own words and is accurate.
	Almost all Spanish language and content is in the students' own words and is accurate.
	At least half of the Spanish language and content is in the students' own words and is accurate.
	Less than half of the Spanish language and content is in the students' own words and/or is accurate.

	Concept
	Team has a clear picture of what they are trying to achieve. Each member can describe what they are trying to do and generally how his/her work will contribute to the final product.
	Team has a fairly clear picture of what they are trying to achieve. Each member can describe what they are trying to do overall but has trouble describing how his/her work will contribute to the final product.
	Team has brainstormed their concept, but no clear focus has emerged for the team. Team members may describe the goals/final product differently.
	Team has spent little effort on brainstorming and refining a concept. Team members are unclear on the goals and how their contributions will help them reach the goal.

	Storyboard
	Storyboard is easy to read and all elements are so clearly written, labeled, or drawn so that another student could create the presentation if necessary.
	Storyboard is easy to read and most elements are clearly written, labeled, or drawn. Another person might be able to create the presentation after asking one or two questions.
	Storyboard is hard to read with rough drawings and labels. It would be hard for another person to create this presentation without asking lots of questions.
	Storyboard is hard to read and one cannot tell what goes where. It would be impossible for another person to create this presentation without asking lots of questions.

	Cooperation
	Worked cooperatively with group members all the time with no need for adult intervention.


	Worked cooperatively with group members most of time but had a few problems that the team resolved themselves.
	Worked cooperatively with group members most of the time, but had one problem that required adult intervention.
	Worked cooperatively with group members some of the time, but had several problems that required adult intervention.


Rubric developed using http://rubistar.4teachers.org

Total Project ___________/16

May 11, 2004

Dear Parents,

It has been a pleasure working with your child this year.  As the year winds down, I would like to let you know about a culminating project we are about to begin in our Spanish I class.  As you know the Spanish I class follows the Destinos curriculum, which includes a video series.  Beginning next week, students will have the opportunity to produce a video that shows a scene right out of Destinos.  For this project, students will work in groups to plan, rehearse, and then shoot a two to three minute video.  This video will celebrate and document their Spanish speaking skills, creativity, and technology skills.

There are multiple goals for this project.  First, students will use the video to present Spanish dialogue.  Students will first write the dialogue for the video focusing on course vocabulary and correct verb conjugation.  Next, students will deliver the dialogue clearly and proficiently focusing on correct pronunciation and accent.  Furthermore, by using video, students can share this presentation with you.  As well, students can save the video as a way to document their fluency in Spanish I.  

A second goal for this project is for students to learn about the video and film production.  To prepare for production, students will learn a variety of video techniques, such as good use of sound, camera angles, and lighting.  By learning how to be producers of video, students will also learn to be consumers of video.  Media literacy is an important topic that our students cover briefly in Health class during the first semester.  However, it is a topic that needs further discussion in and out of school.  A 2003 study by Knowledge Networks reported that 61% of children (age 8-17) have a television in his/her own room.  Furthermore, an A.C. Nielsen study of 1998 reported that children watched an average of 1200 minutes of television a week.  While television viewing seems unavoidable in America today, there is quality programming and many ways children can come together culturally and intellectually through television.  By having a better understanding of the production process, students can view television more critically and actively.  For more information on media literacy, including many great resources for parents, go to www.media-awareness.ca.

Another goal of this project is to improve the collaborative efforts of the students.  Students will work together in groups of three to four students.  Each will take on specific roles and have to work together within the designated time to complete the project.  This collaborative effort requires cooperation, patience, and a good sense of humor.  As in each group project, students have opportunities to learn from and listen to each other.

We hope you will support your child and discuss this project at home.  There are many exciting aspects of this project as a culmination of the first half of Spanish I.  Please call or email us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jenni Hartsig






Spanish Teacher

Technology Coordinator

