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GMU ITS
A Colonial Birthday Party

Suggested Grade Level:  7th
Content Area:  History, Art, Language Arts

Overall Description of Unit:  In this lesson, students will assist Mr. Abbot’s 18th century friend plan her birthday party (Mr. Abbot teaches 7th grade history).  Students will plan various aspects of the party such as what games to play, what food to serve, what party favors to give to guests, location, and guest list.  Once assigned a colony, students will research the colony and then write a letter back to Mr. Abbot’s  friend explaining party components.  Students will also compile graphics to include in a package to accompany the letter.  In the package, students will provide examples of party ideas in the form of diagrams, original images, and/or 3-D objects.

Objectives:  Students will: 

· write to explain

· interpret and identify primary and secondary source documents to increase understanding of events and life in United States history

· describe colonial life in America

· use graphic software to produce images

· use search strategies to retrieve print and electronic sources.

Use of Graphics in the Unit:  Graphics will play a role in the final delivery of this project.  Along with the explanatory letter, students will include three graphics that represent or explain aspects of the party.  Of the three graphics, at least one must be created using Adobe Photoshop and one must be 3-D.  Students will receive instruction in Adobe Photoshop, which they have previously used in art class.  

Type of Graphics:  The type of graphics used for this final product may be decorative, explanatory, or representative.  For example, one graphic used may simply be an image of a typical colonial structure, which would represent the party location.  Another image may be a diagram explaining how to play a party game.  Built into the unit is a lesson on different types of graphics (DROET) and how they can helpful in reinforcing and supporting explanations.

Authentic Problem:  Each student will receive a letter from Mr. Abbot’s friend who lives in one of the original colonies.  Each letter will be personalized indicating a different colony so all colonies will be researched.  The letter (see Appendix A) will be addressed to the student, and it will initiate the student’s help in planning a big birthday party.  

Outcome of Project:  The final product will be an explanatory letter back to the friend and the graphics.  See the project description in Appendix B.

Graphic Skills Needed:  Students will need an understanding of the different types of graphics.  As well, they will need basic Photoshop skills, including cropping, using the magic wand, layering, and adding color and text.

Sequence of Lesson:

Prior to lesson:  Study and textbook readings on colonial America

Day one:  The lesson will begin with a discussion on what makes a good party.  Students will receive the letter explaining the assignment and the colony they are assigned.

Day two:  Students will begin research on their colony.  They will use the provided notetaking sheets to guide their research (see Appendix C).  Students will be encouraged to use print and online resources, as well as primary and secondary sources.

Day three:  Students will continue their research in the library.

Day four:  Students will be instructed in types of graphics, their uses, and Photoshop Basics.  They will use remaining class time to design and search for graphics.

Day five:  Students will continue to work in the computer lab.

Day six:  This will be the last day for students to work on project.  They should be prepared to present their party ideas on day seven.

Day seven:  Let’s celebrate!

Evaluation Strategy:  The final project will be evaluated using a rubric provided to the students at the beginning of the project (see Appendix D).

Appendix A

Letter to Student
[Assigned colony]

April 1780

Dear [student’s name], 

I am very pleased to begin planning a large party for my 13th birthday.  Our family friend, Mr. Abbot suggested that I write a letter to you to hope for your assistance in planning this special day, because I know I can not do it alone.  While there is some distance that separates us, I hope you will think about my request and write a letter in return.  I pray to make this day so lovely that everyone in [assigned colony] will remember.  Please send me your ideas on who to invite, where to hold the party, what food shall be served, and how to entertain the guests.  I thank you for your time and special attention.

Signed,

Sam/Samantha

Appendix B

Project Description
A Colonial Birthday Party

You have been challenged to help plan a special birthday party.  You will begin with research in the library, using print and online resources as well as primary and secondary resources.  You will then write a letter back to Mr. Abbot’s friend offering your advice and party plans for the ultimate 18th century birthday party.  You will also send  along some images and examples of your party suggestions.  

Your letter should include the following information:

1. An introduction – Introduce and tell Mr. Abbot’s friend about yourself

2. Party plans – Your plans should cover the following categories:

a. Food – Research and choose foods that would have been eaten or grown by the people of your colony.  If able, include recipes. 

b. Games – Research and suggest games that were played in the colonial days (they do not have to be specific to your colony).  Explain what the game is and how it is played.

c. Guest list – Research and suggest to invite famous politicians, scholars, inventors, educators, farmers from your colony—include both men and women.  Explain why they are invited.

d. Location – Research famous locations in your colony.  Choose a special location—a specific building or a person’s house.

e. Party favors – Think of something special each party guest can receive, such as a toy, bag of herbs, or craft.

f. Other – Plan any other aspect of the party.  For example, design an invitation, choose flowers for decorations, or send an appropriate present.

Along with the letter, you need to send a package with at least three pictures or objects that will help Mr. Abbot’s friend plan the party.  At least one image must be 3-D and one must be created or transformed in Photoshop.  Some examples include:  an image or model of house to hold party, an invitation designed in Photoshop, a picture of a person to invite, or a diagram of how to play a game.

The final project will include:

· Explanatory letter

· Three images/graphics/objects

· List of sources

Appendix C

Notetaking Sheets
Source:  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

	Famous Places in my Colony
(Where to hold the party?)


	Noteworthy People from my Colony

(Who to invite to the party?)



	Colonial Entertainment

(What to do and play at the party?)


	Food and Crops of my Colony

(What to eat at my party?)


Appendix

Final Project Rubric

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Quality of information
	Information clearly relates to the main topic and is explained well in letter format. It includes several supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic and is explained well in letter format. It  provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic and is explained satisfactorily. No details and/or examples are given.
	Information  has little or nothing to do with the main topic.

	Amount of information
	--
	All topics are addressed and all categories are included with at least 3 sentences about each.
	All topics are addressed and most categories are included with at least 2 sentences about each.
	One or more topics were not addressed.

	Graphics
	Graphics are neat, accurate follow the project description, and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.
	Graphics are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.
	Graphics are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic.
	Graphics are not accurate OR  do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic.

	Notes
	--


	--
	Notes are recorded and organized in an extremely neat and orderly fashion.
	Notes are recorded only with peer/teacher assistance and reminders.

	Mechanics
	--
	--
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.

	Sources
	--
	--
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format.
	Some sources are not accurately documented.

	Use of class time in the library and computer lab
	--
	Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed.  Uses class time wisely.
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. 
	Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Does not use class time appropriately.


Total Project ___________/20

May 10, 2004

Dear Parents,

We are about to begin an exciting project in history.  As we begin to wrap our colonial history studies, your child will be planning a colonial birthday party.  They will receive a letter outlining the different parts of the party, such as who to invite and where to hold the party, which they need to plan.  The key components to this project include:

· Researching and analyzing primary and secondary resources

· Applying knowledge

· Integrating technology

We would like to emphasize that this is a research-based project, situated in a fun, real-life task.  In an article from the Educational Researcher (1989), researchers discuss the need for authentic tasks and use of tools to promote higher order thinking and lifelong learning.  We have used this concept in designing this project.  Instead of simply requiring students to write a research report on an assigned colony, we are asking the students to take a step back in time and immerse themselves in a culture.  Once there, they will use tools, their textbook, the Internet, encyclopedias, and graphics software, to help solve the problem of how to plan a party.  The researchers do note that “the process may appear informal, but it is nonetheless full-blooded, authentic activity that can be deeply informative.”

There are also many opportunities for valuable uses of technology in this project.  We have spent a lot of time this year using and evaluating Internet resources.  The focus on website evaluation will continue in this project, as your child utilizes search strategies to find appropriate resources, uses class time wisely, takes notes, and creatively applies research and information to the task.

We hope you will support your child and discuss this project at home.  There are many exciting aspects of it as a culmination of our colonial America study.  Please call or email me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Rob Abbot





Jenni Hartsig
History teacher




Technology Coordinator

