Statement:

Certain characteristics of the Donner party members determined their likelihood of their survival and success of reaching California.
Hypotheses:

1. Very young and very old were more likely to die.

2. Females were more likely to survive the journey.

3. Small families or no family affiliation were more likely to die.

Data:

	Characteristic
	Total #
	Lived %
	Died %

	1-4 years old
	16
	36%
	64%

	5-40 years old
	60
	65%
	35%

	Above 40
	9
	11%
	89%


	women
	34
	71%
	29%

	Men
	53
	43%
	57%


	No family
	16
	19%
	81%

	2-4 family members
	15
	47%
	53%

	5-12 family members
	27
	81%
	19%

	13 or more members
	29
	48%
	52%


Conclusions:

1. Donner party members between the ages of 1 and 4 and over the age of 40 were more likely to die.  Sixty-four percent of members between the ages of 1 and 4 died and 89% of members over the age of 40 died.  Only 35% of members between the ages of 5 and 40 years old died.  Possible explanations include:

· Reduced functioning and strength of overall immune health in very young children and older adults 

· Greater dependence on others for care 
2. A greater percentage of females survived the journey.  Seventy-one percent of the women survived while only 43% of the men survived. Possible explanations include:
· The majority of the women in the Donner Party, 68%, were between the ages of 5 and 40.
· Only three women died due to involvement in rescue parties.  

3. Families with five to twelve members were most likely to survive.  Eighty-one percent of individual members of families of this size survived.  Those without family affiliations were the most likely to die.  Eighty-one percent of people in this category died.  Possible explanations include:

· Midsized families were better able to protect and provide for each other and to pool and share resources. 

