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The Sloth Bear
Taxonomy:
Class: Mammalia
Order: Carnivora

Family: Ursidae

Genus and Species: Melursus ursinus
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How do sloth bears look?

Compared to other bears, the sloth bear is small.[image: image2.jpg]India
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 As shown in figure one, sloth bears are long-haired and shaggy. Their stomach and under-legs and nearly hairless. They are jet black with a hint of white or gray in color with cream colored muzzles and chests. Their chests are marked with either a cream colored “Y” shape or “V” shape. They are muscular in body tone with short tails. Their plantigrade feet help them walk in a manner such as humans do. Long ears give sloth bears their excellent hearing. Sloth bears possess long curved claws that help them climb and dig. Adult sloth bears have forty teeth, while cubs have forty-two, but their teeth are in bad shape because they consume a lot of dirt with their food. Their front teeth form a gap making it easier for them to suck up ants and termites.They grow to about five to six feet long, two to three feet standing on all fours, and weigh from about 120 pounds to 310 pounds. Males are generally heavier than females.
What do sloth bears eat?

When in season, Sloth bears use trees to feed off mango, fig, ebony, other fruits, and some flowers. Otherwise, they mostly feed on termites and ants that they dig out of the ground. Sloth bears have a sweet tooth for honey and so they usually climb trees to knock down honeycomb in order to suck out the honey.
What do sloth bears do?

It is said that sloth bears generally live solitary lives except females with cubs and couples during mating season. They are nocturnal bears and so they make the most noise at night. They make a lot of noise that can be heard for miles as they climb trees for fruit and suck up insects from the ground. If they feel that they are in danger, the sloth bear will stand up on two feet and use his front paws for protection. They do not hibernate, but get slow and sleepy during one point in a year (thus the name sloth bear). Sloth bears can be trained to perform in the circus, dancing and riding motorcycles.
Where do sloth bears live?

Sloth bears are found in forest areas and grasslands at high elevation huddling close to trees and shrubs for shelter. They can survive in dry and jungle habitats. Sloth bears are seen in India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal. These places can be seen in figure two.
Global Range:
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Figure 1: Picture taken from http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/AsiaTrail/SlothBears/factsheet.cfm





Figure 2: Picture taken from geography.about.com/library/blank/blxindex.htm








