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Seminar C
Being Late is Understandable

As the alarm clock begins its daily droning, we as freshmen students frantically try to find the snooze button.  It is something we can all relate to, whether tit is grabbing that extra boost of caffeine from the J.C., or frantically editing that paper that is due in less than an hour, sometimes, we simply cannot be on time.  Our study group, all victims of this thing called tardiness, felt that we should analyze how many people are late to class and whether or not they carried something in with them.  Yet, we went beyond those factors and included things such as weather, if there we any assignments due that day, and if the students were male or female.


This observation led to several interesting findings.  By looking over our observations we came to the consensus that females were more often late than males.  Now there might be a bias associated with this since well over half of the class happens to be females.  There was a significant amount of females that were late compared to males.  In all there were 25 females late to class and 14 males which shows a considerable gap between the genders of the individual.

Another trend we observed was that students are more frequently late to class on days that assignment are due rather than those days there is not work due.  This might be because students are doing their work before class of did not do it at all.  Also, it might be because they were up late the previous night doing their work and overslept because they were so exhausted from all of the work.  On these certain days it is very obvious as to why a good number of individuals were late.


There are many reasonable explanations for why these trends occurred in this way.  One of the reasons females might be late is because they spend extra time trying to get ready and are more likely to spend 30 minutes or more in front of the mirror.  Also, you have to consider where people are walking from.  A walk form Presidents Park to the Johnson Center is about 10 minutes and most people are walking out of their dorms at 10:00 am and do not realize how late they actually are going to be.  We are all late one time in our lives, and it seems in our class some people have made it a habit, even including us sometimes.  Late nights and lots of work are tedious and some people get worn down and cannot make class on time.  We took the weather into account as a reason for being late, but all the days we were observing had reasonable conditions, ranging from mid 50s to low 70s in temperature and for the most part sunny.

In the afternoon phases, on average half as many people were late to the afternoon classes as to the morning classes.  This is not surprising, because it is a lot easier for a student to make it to an afternoon class on time because he/she is already up and in the area.  However, students might be late because by the time the afternoon phase rolls around they are so tired from getting up  the morning and cannot bear to face another two hours in a classroom.

If we were to conduct this observation more thoroughly, we could make the observation more personal.  We could take note of certain people who were late regularly, and even ask them what causes them to be late.  A schedule could be made of which people are late on certain days to see if there is a pattern.  We could also observe other people’s classes to compare punctuality to see if the professor makes a difference.  Students who live closer to the Johnson Center might be more likely to be on time, so we could take note of who came from where.  Also, we could observe who came in late with food or a drink in their hand, because that could be a factor in their timeliness.  If we furthered our research this way, we could understand more about why a good number of students in our class are frequently.  We do not know who was late the most frequently or why.  We do now know if our class is unique or if this is a NCC trend.

To plan out this observation, we used the critical thinking competency.  We needed this understanding to figure out the possible factor that influence students’ tardiness.  Also, we used it to interpret the information we gathered.  The problem solving competency came into play when we had to think of our sub-categories and plan out how we would conduct our observation.  We had to take tally and physically count the students.  One group member had to use this competency to create the spreadsheet and make the graph.  

As Unit 1 draws to a close and deadlines cause late nights to be frequent, we are predicting that tardiness will become a more apparent trend.  We have concluded that a majority of the students in our class are late at least once a week and that a bias might be present.  Also, those as they come in late most, are only a couple of minutes late and probably are just running a little bit late.  These biases somewhat skew our results because we are not sure which biases are in effect on our observation time.  We concluded that every student one time or another will be late and it is unavoidable.  My group’s consensus is that being late for class is unavoidable and this is very obvious by our results.  College students being late is a concept that is going to stay.
