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Tutorial Assignment – Project 1
Intro to Resizing, Cropping, and Optimizing Images for Websites

Who Needs It: This tutorial is for anyone building an image-heavy website.
Programs and Skills You Will Need: You will need Adobe ImageReady (comes with Adobe Photoshop) to follow the instructions in this tutorial. This tutorial specifically uses ImageReady 7.0. You will need basic skills in managing and organizing computer files before using this tutorial.
What’s in the Tutorial: The tutorial covers how to resize images, crop and trim images, and optimize images for the internet. The best images are good in quality yet small enough in data size to facilitate fast downloading. Detailed suggestions on which image format and settings to use are outside the scope of this tutorial.
Opening an image in ImageReady

1. Gather a collection of images to use and put them in one folder. They may be in any format (jpg, tiff, bmp, gif, etc.).
2. Open Adobe ImageReady. Your screen will look something like this:
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ImageReady main screen
3. Click File in the top menu, then click Open.
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4. Select your image, then click Open.
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You are now ready to work on your image.

Resizing an image

1. Click Image in the top menu, then click Image Size.
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2. The Image Size window will appear. This window shows the current width and height of the image in pixels. To change the image size of the image by pixels, click the Width or Height entry field and type in new size. To change the image size by percentage, click the Percent entry field and type in a new size. When you are satisfied with the new size, click OK.
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Image Size window
Cropping an image

1. Select the Marquee tool.
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2. Now, click and drag the right mouse button over the area you would like to keep.
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3. With the proper area selected, click Image, then click Crop.
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The picture will then be trimmed according to your selection:
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Trimmed image

Optimizing an image for the web

1. When ready to optimize your image for the web and save it, select the 4-Up tab in your image window.

At this point, you may want to enlarge your image window for better visibility. You can do this by clicking and dragging the lower-right corner of the image window.
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2. Your image is now displayed in quadrants. Note that the image quality of certain quadrants are lower than the others (in the example below, the worst image is in the lower-right corner). Click an image quadrant to select it.
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3. Go to the Optimize window on the right side of the screen. Select a different image type to save your image as (jpg or gif, for example) and tweak the level of quality. Suggestions on which image format and settings to use are outside the scope of this tutorial; however, you may still play around with the settings to see which configuration appears best to you.
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Optimize window
Note that a few changes in setting can make a big difference in quality. The image on the right maintains a small size of under 2 kilobytes, like the left-hand image, but it is much sharper because of the gif image setting.
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Image sizes and download speeds are about the same,
but the image quality on the right is superior

4. Once satisfied with your image settings for your selected image quadrant, click File, then click Save Optimized As. 
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5. Choose an appropriate place to store the finished image, then click Save. That’s it! Not so bad, right?
Hope this tutorial was helpful for you in getting started on building your website. Goodluck!
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Click and drag this corner to enlarge the image window





Note the blurriness/ blockiness of the image here, compared to the others











