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As of  March 31, the Writing 
Center has seen a total of:

1,186 clients in
2,182 sessions
plus

56 workshop attendees

In Spring 2004, the WAC com-
mittee conducted its third 
review of syllabi from 2003-
2004 WI courses as part of its 
ongoing review of the WI require-
ment. Syllabi were collected from 
departments in CVPA, SOM, CNHS, 
ITE, and CAS, and from the Recre-
ation, Health, and Tourism depart-
ment in GSE.

51 of the 71 syllabi (72%) col-
lected from the departments fully 
met the guidelines for WI courses 
as outlined by the Senate. 20 of 
the syllabi submitted did not fully 
meet the requirements for one or 
more of the following reasons: they 
did not state on the syllabus that 
the course fulfi lls the WI require-
ment for the major; they did not 
indicate the ways in which the 
course meets the WI requirements 
and/or contained no description of 
the writing procedures and assign-
ments by which the course fulfi lled 
the requirement (e.g. 3500 words, 
drafts, feedback, revision, class 
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Chris Thaiss and Terry Zawacki presented 
a keynote address in February at Delta State 
University on “Writing Well in College: What 
We’ve Learned from Faculty and Students.” 
Their talk was based on research they con-
ducted for their book on faculty and student 
writing in the disciplines.

time given to instruction in writing the assign-
ment). Only two departments failed to submit 
syllabi for their WI course(s). The number of 
syllabi fully in compliance with the require-
ment is slightly up from the last review cycle 
in academic year 1999-2000. 

Overall, the committee is pleased with the 
high level of compliance to the requirement. 
Further, our follow-up on non-compliant syl-
labi enabled us to detect and address wider 
issues, e.g. WI courses listed incorrectly or 
missing in the catalog. We believe that our 
continued high national ranking in the U.S. 

News and World Report College Issue and 
the recognition given to our program by the 
National Education Association Advocate 

Online (Feb 2004) speak to the success of the 
program and the hard work of our faculty. 

Current WAC Committee Members: Stan-
ley Zoltek, Chair; Terry Zawacki, Director; 
SusanDurham, CNHS; Tamara Maddox, ITE; 
Tom Owens, CVPA; Beth Schneider, SOM. 
Consultants: Chris Thaiss, English; Shelley 
Reid, Composition; Ashley Williams, NCC; 
Don Kelso, Biology; Kevin Simons, Library; 
Megan Kelly, Writing Center.

The WAC Program and the Center for Teach-
ing Excellence hosted North Carolina State 
professors Michael Carter, composition 
and rhetoric, and Miriam Ferzli, biology, 
who gave a half-day workshop on LabWrite, 
a website they developed with a National Sci-
ence Foundation grant. LabWrite is designed 
for a wide range of sciences and has been 
used for all levels of undergraduate educa-
tion. A control-group study showed that stu-
dents who use LabWrite learn science more 
effectively than those who use typical lab 
report instruction. This free online resource 
is available at: http://www.ncsu.edu/
labwrite.
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