LINGUISTICS 521

APPLIED LINGUISTICS: TEACHING ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Fall 2002




Instructor: Ellen Kohn

Monday 4:30-7:10 PM


Office: Krug 107B

AQ 101




Phone: 703-993-3661


E-mail: ekohn@gmu.edu
Office Hours: TWR 10:30-11:00AM and

 by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an introduction to the theories and basic principles of the teaching of English as a second language.  Through readings, discussions, and assignments, students will examine traditional and innovative approaches to English language teaching.  They will develop their own working set of teaching principles over the course of the semester.  Students will read about and discuss ways of teaching the four skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing) as well as grammar and vocabulary.  They will also examine syllabus and lesson planning, classroom practice, textbook evaluation, testing, learning strategies, and professional development.   

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Brown, H. D.  (2001).  Teaching By Principles—An Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy.  Second Edition.  White Plains, NY.  Addison Wesley Longman. [Brown]

Celce-Murcia, M.  (Ed.).  (2001).  Teaching English as a Second Language.  Third Edition.  Boston, MA.  Heinle & Heinle.  [CM]

REQUIRED COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments are to be handed in or presented on time.  You will be allowed a total of 3 grace late days for the semester. This does not include in-class presentations. Once you have used up those 3 late days, any late assignments will be given a lower grade for each day that it is late.

A.  Weekly TESL-L journal OR weekly class journal    20%


B.  Statement of teaching principles (2 revised drafts and a final draft)    20%

C.  Class participation projects    25%

· Oral review of ESL/EFL textbook   (10%)

· In-class presentation of a teaching technique   (10%)  

· Teaching/learning website evaluation handout   (5%)

D.  Book review OR Review of two journals    10%

E.  Class observation report    10%

F.  Unit syllabus & lesson plan    15%

_____________________________________________________________

Your final course grade will be the sum total of the percentages listed above:

92-100 points
= A

90-91.9

= A-

88-89.9

= B+

80-87.9

= B

70-79.9

= C

below 70
= F

A.  Weekly TESL-L journal OR weekly class journal

Weekly TESL-L journal :

[Due date: every class session except Aug. 26 and Sept. 2] 

[one double-spaced typed page every week] 

TESL-L is an e-mail listserv for teachers of English to speakers of other languages.  By subscribing to this listserv, you can get a glimpse of what other teachers are doing in their classrooms and what problems or issues are of concern to them. It is a way of creating a global community of ESL/EFL teachers and can also be a good source of professional development. Please see pg. 548 in Crandall’s article for information about how you can subscribe to this list.  I would recommend getting the messages in digest form so that you get them all packaged together rather than as separate messages throughout the day.  

Should you choose the weekly TESL-L journal option, first you need to subscribe to the TESL-L listserv.  Then you need to be sure you read the TESL-L messages at least twice a week.  In your weekly report [one typed page] please note an item or two of interest [include citation]* and why you find that item helpful. Your TESL-L journal entries will be turned in every time the class meets, and they should be kept together in a folder.

*To document a listserv message, provide the following information: 

                                 Author's name 

                                 Date of posting, in parentheses 

                                 Subject line of posting 

                                 Type of message, if appropriate 

                                 Retrieval date statement 

                                 Word listserv 

                                 Listserv address 

Holland, N. (1999, May 30). Re: Colorless green ideas. Retrieved June 2, 1999 from the listserv: http://web.clas.ufl.edu/ipsa/psyart.htm 

Parente, V. (1996, May 27). On expectations of class participation. Retrieved May 29, 1996 from the listserv: philosed@sued.syr.edu 

(http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite6.html)

Weekly class journal:

[Due date: every class session except Aug. 26 and Sept. 2] 

[two pages handwritten in a large blue book or one double-spaced typed page]  

The purpose of the weekly class journal is to encourage you to observe on a regular basis what is happening in one of the courses you are taking.  You may choose the LING 521 course, or you may choose any other course that you are taking this semester.  You must keep a journal for one course only.  

Once a week you are going to note down in your journal the following:  

WHAT WE DID IN CLASS  


WHAT I LEARNED FROM EACH ACTIVITY




TEACHING IMPLICATIONS

A piece of paper divided into two columns would work well. That way activities and learning could be placed side by side.  Teaching implications (at least one per class) could go at the bottom.

Your class journal entries will be turned in every time the class meets, and they should be kept together in a folder if they have been typed.  Otherwise, you can turn in your blue book with your handwritten journal entries. (You will need at least two blue books.)

B.  Statement of your teaching principles

[Due dates: Sept. 16, Oct. 15, Nov. 25] 

[2-3 double-spaced typed pages for drafts #1 and #2]

[3-4 double-spaced typed pages for final draft]

The purpose of this assignment is to give you an opportunity to reflect over the course of the semester on what principles you think should guide you as a teacher.  This is really a work in progress, one that will reflect your learning in this class as well as one that I hope you will continue to work on after you become teachers.  In your first draft you will state at least three principles.  You must include the rationale and well thought-out, clearly organized support for your choices.  Include at least one reference to and citation of course material.  The format of your second draft will be similar to that of your first draft with one exception.  You need to include some explanation about how and why you have revised and changed your principles. In other words, there must be signs of revision in your second draft.  Should you wish to use the same principles, you must explain why and support your choices.  When you turn in the second draft, please attach your first draft. The format of your third (final) draft will be similar to that of your second draft. You need to include some explanation about how and why you have revised and changed your principles. In other words, there must be signs of revision in your final draft.  Should you wish to use the same principles, you must explain why and support your choices.  When you turn in the final draft, please attach your first and second drafts.

C.  Class participation projects

1. Oral review of an ESL/EFL textbook

[Due date: Nov. 25] [10-15 minutes] 

Choose a textbook that was published within the last ten years. You can find textbooks in the library and at the bookstore.  Of course, you can also borrow a copy from a friend.  If you cannot find a textbook that interests you, you can borrow one from me.  Bring the textbook to class on November 25. You should use the following textbook review guidelines (adapted from A. Lazaraton):

1. Audience -- According to the author, for whom is the book intended?  Does it appear to be appropriate for this audience?

2. Aims --  What are the goals of the textbook?  Does the text seem to meet these goals?

3. Content --  What language skills/points are taught?  What types of texts (conversations, lectures, magazine articles, etc.) are used?  What subject matter (culture, science, etc.) is used?  How is the material organized (structures, functions, topics, etc.)?  What, if any, cultural assumptions are implicit in the text?

4. Methodology --  What method / approach appears to underlie the text?  What exercise types are included (multiple choice questions, discussions, outlines, etc.)?

5. Other --  Do you like the layout?  Are other materials provided or required?  Is there an index, appendix, glossary, answer key, and instructor’s manual?

6. Evaluation --  What is the major strength of the text?  What is its major weakness?  What might improve the text?  

2.  Class presentation of a teaching technique that can be used to teach reading, writing, listening, speaking, grammar or vocabulary

[Due date: Sept. 23, Sept. 30, Oct. 7, Oct. 15, or Oct. 21] [10-15 minutes]  You should explain what the technique is and why/when you would use it.  You must demonstrate the technique. Please include a brief warm-up and closure in your presentation.  Please do not read your presentation. Handouts and/or transparencies can be used, but they are not required. Technique must be approved by Ellen at least one week before your presentation date.

3.  Website evaluation handout 

[Due date: Sept. 30] [one page only]  

You will examine two ESL/EFL websites that can be used by either teachers or learners.  You can find website suggestions at the end of most chapters in your CM text and from the LING 521 link on Ellen’s homepage. [http://mason.gmu.edu/~ekohn].  Your handout should include the website address, a brief description of what can be found at the website, and your reaction.  Please make enough copies of your handout to share with all your classmates and Ellen.

D.  Book review project  OR  journal review project

[Due date: November 11] [3 typed pages doubled-spaced] 

[APA style for book/journal citation] 

· Your book review should include a summary of the contents of the book (one page), your reaction to the book (one page), and at least two teaching implications/insights (one page). For the book review you can choose one of the teacher resource or reference books listed in Appendix 2.

· In your journal review you are going to explore two journals from the list given in Appendix 1.  In each of the two journals you choose, you must read two articles of your choice.  Please do not read articles that date before 1996.  In your review you will summarize each article and include some (at least two) useful teaching insights/implications/surprises that you found through your reading. The journals listed in Appendix 1 were mentioned in Crandall’s article in your CM text and can be found in Fenwick Library.

E.  Class observation report 

[Due date: November 18] [3 typed pages doubled-spaced] 

The purpose of this assignment is to give you an opportunity to observe an ESL classroom in action and then give you a chance to reflect on this experience and learn from it.  It is up to you to make the observation arrangements. Please seek permission and give the teachers advance notice that you will be visiting their classes.  While you are in the class, you will fill out one of Scrivener’s observation forms and take notes for your report. Please remember that your purpose is to observe and not critique. 

Please consider the following class observation guidelines (adapted from A. Lazaraton) when you write up your observation:

· Note the date and time of your observation but do not include the instructor’s name. Note the location, grade, proficiency level, number of students, breakdown by sex and language.  What was the purpose of the lesson?

· Sketch the physical set-up of the classroom (you can do this by hand).

· Describe the materials that were used e.g. books, tapes, realia, blackboard, software, handouts.

· Describe the activities of the class from start to finish. Was there a warm-up activity and a closure activity?  How was the lesson organized? What do you notice about the pace of the lesson?  How did the teacher deal with correction?  Were the tasks varied? 

· Describe the social climate of the class.  Was it relaxed and informal?  Was any humor used?  Did the students know each other’s names?  

· Describe the level of student participation. Did the students work alone, in dyads, or in groups?  Was there discussion?  How were student questions encouraged or discouraged?  How were they answered?

· Note the manner in which the teacher spoke.  Was it fast?  Slow?  Loud?

· Include your personal reaction to the observation.  Are there any activities or techniques that you would like to try in your class?  Are there any things that you would like to know more about?

F.  Unit syllabus & lesson plan
[Due date: December 2]  

You are going to design a 4-week unit for a group of ESL/EFL students (the specifics are up to you as far as age, level, and nationality are concerned). The class meets three times a week for an hour. You can choose to base your syllabus on a textbook, software, and teacher-prepared materials. Choose ONE of the 12 lessons and create a detailed lesson plan.  You can refer to Jensen’s article in the CM text, chapter 10 in the Brown text, or the Purgason handout on planning lessons and units. See grading criteria for more details.

Honor Code: It is expected that all students be familiar with and adhere to the George Mason University Honor Code as set forth in the university catalog and other publications.  Here is the English Department statement on plagiarism:

“Plagiarism means using words, opinions, or factual information from another person without giving that person credit.  Writers give credit through accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or end notes; a simple listing of books and articles consulted is not sufficient.  Plagiarism is the equivalent of intellectual robbery and cannot be tolerated in an academic setting.”

Any violations of the Honor Code will be dealt with swiftly and severely.

_____________________________________________________________

COURSE OUTLINE

DATES

TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
8/26


First Things First





Readings:
CM:  Crandall: pg. 535-552






CM:  Murphy: pg. 499-514
9/2


No class (Labor Day)

9/9


Methods and Principles



Readings:
CM:  Celce-Murcia: pg. 1-11 

CM:  Savignon: pg. 13-28






Brown: ch. 1, 2, 4

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

9/16


Methods and Principles



Readings:
CM:  Crookes & Chaudron: pg. 29-42






CM:  Johns & Price-Machado: pg. 43-54






CM:  Unit III: pg. 301-356






Brown: ch. 3, 5




TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due
Statement of Teaching Principles (draft 1) due

9/23


Teaching Listening



Readings: 
CM:  Morley: pg. 67-85






CM:  Peterson: pg. 87-100






Brown: ch. 16

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

In-class Teaching Technique Presentations

9/30


Teaching Speaking



Readings:
CM: Lazaraton: pg. 101-115 

CM:  Goodwin:  pg, 117-137

CM:  Hinkel: pg. 443-458






Brown: ch. 17

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

Website evaluation handout due
Formative Feedback Form #1 due

In-class Teaching Technique Presentations
10/7


Teaching Reading



Readings:
CM: Ediger: pg. 151-169






CM:  Weinstein: pg. 171-185






CM:  Grabe & Stoller: pg. 187-203






Brown: ch. 18

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

In-class Teaching Technique Presentations

10/14


No class (Fall Break)

Tuesday 10/15
Teaching Writing



Readings: 
CM:  Olshtain: pg. 205-217






CM:  Kroll: pg. 219-232






CM:  Frodeson: pg. 233-248






Brown: ch. 19

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

Statement of Teaching principles (draft 2) due

In-class Teaching Technique Presentations  

10/21


Teaching Grammar



Readings:
CM: Larsen-Freeman: pg. 249-266






CM:  Fotos: pg. 267-283






Brown: ch. 20 (pg. 361-375)

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

In-class Teaching Technique Presentations

10/28


Teaching Vocabulary




Readings:
CM: DeCarrico: pg. 285-299






Brown: ch. 20 (pg. 375-380) 

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due




Formative Feedback Form #2 due
11/4


Planning: Syllabus Design and Integration of Skills



Readings:
CM: Nunan: pg. 55-65






Brown: ch. 7, 8, 9, 15



TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due
11/11


Planning: Lesson Design



Readings:
CM: Jensen pg. 403-413 

CM:  Brinton pg. 459-476






Brown: ch. 10, 11, 12

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

Book / Journal Review due
11/18


Classroom Management Skills/Focus on the Learner



Readings:
Brown:  ch. 13, 23






CM:  Oxford: pg. 359-366 


Brown: ch. 6, 14

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

Class Observation Report due

11/25


Textbook Selection and Evaluation



Readings:
CM: Byrd: pg. 415-427






Brown: ch. 9 (pg. 136-143)

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

 Oral Textbook Review due 

Statement of Teaching principles (draft #3) due

Formative Feedback Form #3 due
12/2


Assessment and Testing



Readings:
CM:  Cohen: pg. 515-534






Brown: ch. 21, 22

TESL-L Listserv / Class Journal due

Unit Syllabus & Lesson Plan due

Course outline subject to change based on student needs

Appendix 1: Journals for review

Annual Review of Applied Linguistics (ARAL)

Applied Language Learning

Applied Linguistics 

ELT Journal

English for Specific Purposes

English Teaching Forum

Journal of Second Language Writing

Language Learning

Language Teaching

Language Testing

Modern Language Journal

Studies in Second Language Acquisition

TESOL Journal

TESOL Quarterly

Appendix 2: Books for review

Anderson, N. J.  (1999).  Exploring second language reading : issues and strategies
Bailey, K. M. & Savage, L.  (Eds.).  (1994). New ways in teaching speaking 

Barbara, L. &  Scott, M. (Eds.).  In honour of Antonieta Celani. (1994).  Reflections on language learning

Belcher, D. & Braine, G. (1995). Academic writing in a second language : essays on research and pedagogy

Benesch, S.  (2001). Critical English for academic purposes : theory, politics, and practice

Brinton, D. M. & Master, P.  (Eds.).  (1997). New ways in content-based instruction 

Brown, J. D.  (Ed.). (1998). New ways of classroom assessment 

Burns, A.  (1999). Collaborative action research for English language teachers

Candlin, C. N. & Mercer, N.  (2001). English language teaching in its social context : a reader

Carson, J. C. & Leki, I.  (Eds.).  (1993).  Reading in the composition classroom: second language perspectives

Celce-Murcia M., Brinton, D.M. & Goodwin, J.M.  (1996).  Teaching pronunciation : a reference for teachers of English to speakers of other languages 

Chomsky, N.  (2000). New horizons in the study of language and mind

Cohen, A. D. (1994). Assessing language ability in the classroom 

Cohen, A. D.  (1998). Strategies in learning and using a second language 

Echevaria, J. & Vogt, M. & Short, D. J.  (2000).  Making content comprehensible for English language learners : the SIOP model 

Fantini, A. E.  (Ed.). (1997). New ways in teaching culture 

Ferris, D. and Hedgcock, J.S. (1998). Teaching ESL composition : purpose, process, and practice

Freeman, D. E. & Freeman, Y. S.  (2000).  Teaching reading in multilingual classrooms 

Freeman, Y. S & Freeman, D. E.  (1998).  ESL/EFL teaching : principles for success 

Grabe, W. and Kaplan, R.B. (1996). Theory and practice of writing : an applied linguistic perspective 

Harklau, L., Losey, K. M. & Siegal, M. (1999).  Generation 1.5 meets college composition : issues in the teaching of writing to U.S.-educated learners of ESL

Henning, G.  (1987). A guide to language testing : development, evaluation, research 

Leki, Ilona.  (1992).  Understanding ESL writers : a guide for teachers

Lewis, M.  (Ed.). (1997). New ways in teaching adults
Lock, G.  (1996).  Functional English grammar : an introduction for second

language teachers 

Morgan, J. & Rinvolucri, M.  (1983).  Once upon a time; using stories in the language classroom

Mlynarczyk, R. W.  (1998). Conversations of the mind : the uses of journal writing for second-language learners 

Nasr, R. T.  (1997). Applied English phonology : for ESL/EFL teachers

Nation, P.  (Ed.). (1994). New ways in teaching vocabulary

Nunan, D. (1989). Designing tasks for the communicative classroom 

Nunan, D.  (1999). Second language teaching & learning 

Nunan, D. & Miller, L.  (Eds.). (1995). New ways in teaching listening

O’Malley, M. & Pierce, L. V.  (1996). Authentic assessment for English language learners : practical approaches for teachers 

Ovando, C. J. & Collier, V. P. (1998). Bilingual and ESL classrooms: teaching in multicultural contexts 

Oxford, R.  (Ed.). (1996). Language learning motivation: pathways to the new century

Peyton, J. K. and Staton, J.  (1996). Writing our lives: reflections on dialogue journal writing with adults learning English 

Pennington, M.C.  (1996).  English phonology in language teaching : an international approach 

Pennington, M.C.  (Ed.). (1995). New ways in teaching grammar
Pinker, S.  (1995). The language instinct 

Pinker, S. (1999). Words and rules : the ingredients of language 

Reid, J. M. (Ed.).  (1998).  Understanding learning styles in the second language classroom 

Rinvolucri, M. & Davis, P.  (1995).  More grammar games: cognitive, affective, and movement activities for EFL students

Schinke-Llano, L. & Rauff, R.  (Eds.). (1996). New ways in teaching young children 

Smoke, T.  (Ed.). (1998). Adult ESL : politics, pedagogy, and participation in

classroom and community programs

Stevick, E. W. (1996). Memory, meaning & method : a view of language teaching 

Stevick, Earl W. (1998).  Working with teaching methods : what's at stake? 

Ur, P.  (1988). Grammar practice activities : a practical guide for teachers 

Warschauer, M. , Shetzer, H. & Meloni., C. (2000). Internet for English teaching

Wharton, S. & Race, P. (1999). 500 tips for TESOL : teaching English to speakers of other languages 

Whiteson, V.  (Ed.).  (1996). New ways of using drama and literature in language teaching 

Wintergerst, A. C.  (1994).  Second-language classroom interaction : questions and answers in ESL classes 

Zamel, V. & Spack, R.  (Eds.). (1998).  Negotiating academic literacies : teaching and learning across languages and cultures 

Appendix 3

LING 521 ASSESSMENT & GRADING CRITERIA

A.  Weekly TESL-L journal OR weekly class journal  (20 points)

13 assignments

Excellent = v+ = 1.5 points (follows syllabus guidelines)



Good = v = 1 point



Unsatisfactory = 0 = 0 points  (not done)

B.  Statement of your teaching principles (3 drafts) (20 points)

· First draft  (5 points)

Excellent: 5 points ( at least 3 principles; well-explained rationale and support for each principle; proper length and formatting; well-organized and comprehensible English; at least one citation of course material)

Good: 4.25 points (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 3.75 points (lacks more than one of the criteria mentioned above)

· Second draft  (5 points)

Excellent: 5 points (evidence of revision of principles; explanation of any changes made; at least 3 principles; well-explained rationale and support for each principle; proper length and formatting; well-organized and comprehensible English; at least one citation of course material)

Good: 4.25 points (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 3.75 points (lacks more than one of the criteria mentioned above)

· Final draft  (10 points)

Excellent: 10 points (evidence of revision of principles; explanation of any changes made; at least 3 principles; well-explained rationale and support for each principle; proper length and formatting; well-organized and comprehensible English; at least one citation of course material)

Good: 8.5 points (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 7.5 points (lacks more than one of the criteria mentioned above)

C.  Class participation projects  (25 points)

· Oral review of ESL/EFL textbook  (10 points)
Excellent: 10 points (clearly addresses all 6 review guidelines from the syllabus i.e. audience, aims, content, methodology, other, evaluation; stays within time limit; presented with or without notes but not read; shows textbook)

Good: 8.5 points (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 7.5 points (lacks more than one of the criteria mentioned above)

· In-class presentation of a teaching technique  (10 points)  

Excellent: 10 points  (explains technique and rationale for its use; demonstrates technique; includes warm-up; includes closure; presentation flows smoothly and coherently; stays within time limit)

Good: 8.5 points  (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 7.5 points  (lacks more than one of the criteria mentioned above)

· Website evaluation handout  (5 points)

Excellent: 5 points  (two accurate website addresses; brief description of each website including target audience e.g. teacher or learner; personal reactions to both websites; one page in length, copies of handout for classmates)

Good: 4.25 points (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 3.75 points  (lacks more than one of the criteria mentioned above)

D. Book review (10 points)

Excellent: 10 points (book selected from Appendix 2; summary; reaction to book; a minimum of two teaching implications/insights; proper citation of source; proper length and formatting; well-organized and comprehensible English)

Very Good: 9.1 points  (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Competent: 8.5 points  (lacks two of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 7.5 points  (lacks more than two of the criteria mentioned above)     


OR

Review of two journals  (10 points)

Excellent: 10 points (two journals chosen from Appendix 1; two articles per journal; brief summaries of 4 articles; a minimum of two teaching implications/insights; proper citation of articles; proper length and formatting; well-organized and comprehensible English)

Very Good: 9.1 points  (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Competent: 8.5 points  (lacks two of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 7.5 points (lacks more than two of the criteria mentioned above)  

E.  Class observation report  (10 points)

Excellent: 10 points  (Scrivener observation form; proper length and formatting; well-organized and comprehensible English; background information & goal/purpose of class; sketch of classroom; description of materials used; class activities; social climate; student participation and groupings; teacher talk; your personal reaction) 

Very Good: 9.1 points  (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Competent: 8.5 points  (lacks two of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 7.5 points (lacks more than two of the criteria mentioned above)  

F.  Unit syllabus & lesson plan  (15 points)
Excellent: 15 points  (comprehensible English; syllabus has 12 coherently linked lessons; each of the 12 lessons includes at least two terminal objectives (see Brown pg. 150); one detailed lesson plan using one of the following formats: Jensen pg. 409, Brown pg. 149-151, or Purgason pg. 425)

Very Good: 13.65 points  (lacks one of the criteria mentioned above)

Competent: 12.75 points  (lacks two of the criteria mentioned above)

Unsatisfactory: 11.25 points (lacks more than two of the criteria mentioned above)  

