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Managing Our Planet (MoP)

EVPP 692 (1.0 credit) and 991 (2.0 credits, Ph.D. students only),
FALL 2016 - Wed. 4:30-7:10pm in Enterprise Hall, Room 77
George Mason University Fairfax campus
(Select Wednesdays at Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, DC 3-5pm - see schedule)
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Welcome to the Anthropocene, a time when humanity is profoundly impacting our planet —- its air, soil, oceans
and myriad life forms. By both intention and neglect, unprecedented billions of Homo sapiens and our
collective technologies are transforming Earth's planetary systems into something novel. At the same time, as
University Professor Thomas Lovejoy has noted, "the world's actions today are producing an unacceptable
environment for those who will be living at the century's end." Are we dooming ourselves to a world
substantially less hospitable for our descendants than the one we inherited? Or can we consciously manage
our planet at a global scale -- simultaneously maintaining predictable climates, sustaining 9 billion plus
people by mid-century, and preserving natural ecosystems upon which we depend for our life support? And if
we can act at this planetary scale, how should we do so?

Goals
By the end of this seminar, students should be able to:

1. Identify key characteristics and consequences of our generation's enormous, unprecedented global
impact.

2. Examine means by which humanity has (e.g., stratospheric ozone) and could soon act at a global scale
to manage the ecosphere and life support upon which we depend.

3. Explore ways in which we might act throughout our own careers in order to promote more responsible,
conscientious management of our planet.

4. Identify and examine roadblocks/obstructions to environmental management at the local and/or global
scale.

Approach

Unlike typical graduate seminar courses, this course will incorporate both classroom-based and public
discourse. Our seminar is based on an ongoing monthly panel discussion/seminar series, "Managing Our
Planet," Mason and the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars have co-organized its sessions on
Wednesday afternoons monthly at the Wilson Center since 2011. (See archives for links to past webinars and
summaries.) The series focuses on how to take “environmental management to the scale of the entire planet,”
as climate change, increasing energy consumption, and population growth place increasing stress on natural
resources. As my co-organizer, Dr. Lovejoy declared at the outset, we need to “chart a better course for the
human future." How do we do so is the subtext of our seminar.

The course will be organized by both the professor AND you though a series of collegial seminars and
activities. As a result, the syllabus may be augmented and adjusted as student interests and expertise are
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