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i |J,:t),1w&rtctsfn .:

The Unconscious of the Comrnodity-Form

why did the Marxian analysis of the commodity-form - which, trr;ro,',:

::i::::i:,'"::"1: ::::T:',:::l:1 ,'""" * 1l l:n::,'* i' tr,. s.n.,ui
of social sciences; why has it fascinated generarions of philosopherr, Io.i
art historians, and othersl Because it offers a kind of matrix enabling us to
all other forms of the "fetishistic inversion", 

i:. i: as if the ai"r*,i.J ii
:Ti1"Y-^gT_t^*:.:11:: Tj:h-: 1".: 

- distlred, so to speak - ;;;,.,
mechanism offering us a key to the theoretical understanding of phenomenx 

x
::,1'j:^'j'*';li":_19:Tlf 

*lT:T tojo wittr the.ne.rd-olnfriticar econorny
religion, and so on). In rhe commodity-form there is definitely more at stake
the commodity-form itself, and it was precisely this ,.more" which exerted s

the formal analysis of the commodity holds the key not only ro rhe critique of politicai

1.11:-t' 
o:, 

iTo 1: :1. 
hit:t:tto:l explanation of the abstract conceptual mode of

fascinating power of attraction. The theoretician who has gone furthest in
the universal reach of the commodity-form is indubitably Alfred sohn_Rethell
of the "fellow travelers" of the Frankfurt School. His fundamental thesis wasri

,the rnodern science oftrature' pure'quantity'was already at work

:ornmoditv which re"oels i;:=t t'T:T:T:#tX3",i.:,'l:ffiqT.,liT"xffi: #;i';;ffi;" ;i *::";:l ru",T.til'"";
'Before phvsics *".i:^1;;;' 

ina"p.r,a""tlv of all qualitative

l'^,,",.i#"l"'Til:Hffi ;ii;:l**:*:::i,:r":l'Ti
Lf th" mouing "o''ili:"l1i"i#;;;ry i".' the concrete-sensual
abstract mot'"ffll 11T;;;, 

-,he 
transference- of propertv' lld

he obiect "":cl' lT"ffi;e relationship of substance and its
rr^-^nsrrat€d the same a :-- ^^:^-^p - in chort.nonstrated tfle sar[s au" 

:ience - in short,

,i" t"ri"" of causality operative in Newtontan sc

"rr"*ottt 
of categories."i O"t: i"i::^.' ^f the net of a prtortnetwork ot categortcs :.il'il;;fo.t of the net of a priori

'*":::T:ilfi lTill'Jft f*;;i"n;;o'"d'r.'l,i':::':::'fll,
l;l::iJi:lril:,#;"d;; il""*' j ::":^1"' 

a nonsensicar
n the transcendental ni* "i ""*;l:,::,j::i:"ff.i#l;iom the transcenoentl'ui"*"d;;,;;all positive contents: t tt1"Lil

a prioriisbv d"111:t]:illrr" 
character of the Freudian unconscious'

e.rfectlv to the "scandatt r -^*^-^ti.,. Thel

il"T:iili?,'ffi il:ffi ;"*;;uif nito*opt'i"arperspective'rhat
lookcloselv"tth"o"to'ffi 

'''t"*i"l:Yii-:*-"*tl"i?li:Ji:
e look closely at tne onturu'r;;il;;."t 

of abstracrion at work in

;ix':!:;:'#l!'::::::J"'itx''&:.*:'it*tn:r'J"*:I':l0d process ur L'v vr!vrt*--i, 
this signifying cha'in which perststs on

,;*:'$;H?:T'',:i;";;;;;,"",^l!:.,T:,:::::i:^{"'il,in',,,'i,,il:'ffi?"#:r "il ""i'"*"i""1'".::l::iinc 
knowred ge''''

rot mean, on the other n*l'ii"t ""erYdayopracticalt"::::::Ti"rT;ihot'meant on lne olrr€r u4uut Lr:*' - --J 
rnsciousness of the

,;";;';hii"sophical-theoretical 
one - the ct

partaking in the 
""' "f"i-"tt""^g" , 

i' tto:-"I* subiected to a

arv blindness. Durrng ;;"-;;; ;i".chanse'.indivltltt^m*#

lJJi::'lil:; #"'ilt; ir'"'""i"-""th"ti" r..""tion or exchange:

vel of the "real abstract;t;;;;; a;t- :f 
t":l1t:'::t".:::,::::T:

ilili:;::l.1li'Jili";et: "what the commoditv owners do

relation is practical *fip'i''-'-- i'resPective.of wY:j::::t:*i::
rgefelatron ls pracucar t"i'i, 

ii" ,rrr';;; "*of 
the effectuation of an

t'i::*i'ffi;:il:i:JJ#;;#;"i""i'r'"ai*""'i":""ffi :'

Lt iavK, L

?;"-"'jJ:;tl::T:i:il;;;t" i"rr wourd no ronger be possibre:

Jr*;* t,n abstractness of exchange we must * "i::tl f:::,,T::t-tl;rypaking of the abstractnttt ut t-^:^::^^%".1,1," 
*,""or"d to be occupied with

grunr.io,rrn.r, of the exchange agentst T\ev.a1" tlll^"::

thrcornmoditie,th.y,".,bui"J';*lt;*"::':::::::L"r.trl"rfftff ;Ti";mmoolues urcy icc' uul vv--r^-i. 
. ' the ab'ttactness ofthat action cannot

i'ffiHl ;:T:"ff Jxl'J;;# dii;,-:" :*::lj i*..;';it hlppens because tne consq.**ttith 
p"t"i" ,o their use' one could

i'il*.::m1ff.:il11'J#;;T;;;;il"b'*i:J:,:"iT:::*l:lstractness oftherr actron_rs uEyuuu 
their minds their

tn rt i 
"rrO, 

in the way' Were the absffactness to catcn

il ffi;.*ge and the abstraction would not arise'o

thinking and of the division ofintellectual and manual labor which came into existena
with it.a

It

In other 
Jvordl, 

in the structure of the commodity-form it is possible to find thl
transcendental subject: the commodity-form articulates in advance the anatomi
the skeleton of the Kantian transcendental subject - that is. the network ot
transcendental categories which constitute the a priori frame of ..objectivet
scientific knowledge. Herein lies the paradox of the commodity-form: it - thp
inner-worldly, "pathological" (in the Kantian meaning of the word) phenomenon
- offers us a key to solving the fundamental quesrion of the theory of knowredgl:
objective knowledge with universal validity - how is this possible?

After a series of detailed analyses, Sohn-Rethel came to the following conclusiorii
the apparatus of categories presupposed, implied by the scientific proledure (tha!
of course, of the Newtonian science of nature), the network of notions by means
of which it seizes nature, is already present in the social effectivity, alreadi atwo*
in the act of commodity exchange. Before thought could arrive ,i p.rr. abtstractto|,
the abstraction was already ar work in the solial effectivity of the market. Th'
exchange of commodities implies a double abstraction: the abstraction iror rttt
changeable character of the commodity during the act of exchange and fo
abstraction from the concrete, empirical, sensual. particular character of N
commodity (in the act of exchange, the distinct, particula, qualitative determination
of a conrmodity is not taken inio account; a commodity is reduced rc an abs$Nt
entity which - irrespective of its particular nature, of its ,,use-va1u., - possessd
"the same value" as another commodity for which it is being exchanged).

Before thought could arrive at the iJea of a purely q"nnr;oifu, i"rZr*inution'
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relationship to reality' And-this overlooked' unconsct"t n*t]":,:t 
-:"

'r'r"-rl, tiru d'oing them' for the formula of cynicaln

It is from this stanopoint:li:-::,':ffT;;1; 
'i"t'* 

a":"t'ollll!

*#****i***#***xl"t

m:ftlff*lr****rynq

Marxism

.ltiiJir,"ideorogicarrant!1,t"*",,,,*"-:t1,::.j[:lf,::.] j$l-il""";ffi
lf our concept oi ldeoiu;'rs 

;;*t ti" 
ilnli"n" i., ideorogicar l*r^njlhqoin knowledge' tn:n to'li#,;;;i; 

': 1:::' -ln" fundamental rever or rdeorq
ideology is that ot 

"I"t".n;;r;t"ns seriousry.^1t"u, 
,r.," of things.out that of

not take ideologtcar n'li;J; 
**ki"9-l^1"-i;itv 

itself. And at thrs tevel' n,n,
however' is not ot 

""';;;;;* our.sliaf r,e;: 
cvnical distance rs lust one(unconsciousl rt"t"tv.tri"i-illotogr*t.oltl* 
,rrrr.r.rring power o.r ideoro

of course far from o"ttl",fiiiJ 
o,,rJ"lu"' t-1.:.u.n 

if we keep an rronrcal distr
- one of manv wavs -;;,;il;i*, 

seriously,
fantasY: even ifwe do t

n*l***fifi**u*#*ffi
,esxy: "theY know that' r

r;,m H J T;:l;iT# *#ljlt,.nt#:ls ::*" 
J::: :

m'ff=**gr**uf:ffi
P4rlrv*'-- 

'r'^ f'rndam€ntal Lacanian thesis that n ull rluTi,"il:;ry:l',.1?il*T"x!,illfiTlJ',i*,.J#*i"r,'.'ru,'*:'*
:H:'::""iii:xs:l:^';!i:i:;";:;n?"?,".T'J;"1*t;i:*:;;1J1il,

ln his semina, on 
_"'in' irin 

i."t"tion of t
develoPs this through
:'brr..rirrg child": )1 end, ':"*i**,,*,ffi 

.T[l]l?T:'i"lt-tJ*:"'ilIJ:-**lt\m*;;
kr*::*'il':*'r,:il H'ff l;:ilT I it;:l,*f ** *nn+'':;Hm*.'{ffi *;$$:i$:fr , #* [* t ryi; *i"r4;
$;1if[{ffi;;;,;'tt;i;-''ffi:**[#ffi #r';;;:n

SuPPort of Reality

*ff*-'ffi

ffifuhi.h P"ttitts and can

&bl rtt" iifference betwet

functioost'ua r'tttn on them'o 
n a thesis that o1e ol^tlt" 

.uuurt'
The usual inrerpretation of this dream is based 

1;r;*n in: d::n"t-,tj,

:l;::sn':::11::**,l:ru;l**r**:n*:ril*nr:"11
alarm clock, knockrng on the door' or' ln trrrD LcJv' !--- -- 
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