Syllabus
Govt 357:  Urban Governance & Planning
Page 6 of 6

[image: image1.png](George Mason
University




GOVT 357: Urban Governance and Planning
Spring 2007
Basic Course Information

Time & Place:  
Tuesday & Thursday, 12:00 – 1:15 p.m., RobA106
Instructor:  
Darrene Hackler

Office Location:  
Department of Public & International Affairs, Robinson Hall A233

Telephone:  
703-993-1418

Fax:  
703-993-1399

E-mail & WWW:  
dhackler@gmu.edu, http://mason.gmu.edu/~dhackler 
Office Hours:  
Tuesday 2:30 – 3:30 p.m., Thursday 11:00 – 12:00, or by appt.
Required Texts and Sources:

1. Levy, John M. 2000. Urban America: Processes and Problems. 1st ed. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. ISBN 0132871114 (paperback). 
2. Some readings in the reference list at the end of the syllabus are available online or through GMU’s library of electronic sources and databases. You will find instructions following the reading.

3. Other readings in reference list are on Electronic Reserves, Johnson Center library. For Electronic reserves, go to http://oscr.gmu.edu/cgi-bin/ers/OSCRgen.cgi, select Spring 2007, select course GOVT 357-001 or select instructor Hackler, Darrene. The password is: governance 

Course Organization and Objectives

The focus of this course is on the origins and development of American cities and regions. We will examine how cities have evolved through the understanding of their structures and powers of government as well as the planning and regulatory interventions that have been implemented in response to decline or the need to improve the quality of life in cities. You will be introduced to the principles of urban planning and examine the political, social, and economic environment in which planning and land use decisions occur. The course is a combination of assigned readings, lectures, in-class discussions, and a series of guest speakers who are experts in their various planning and governance fields. 
Course Rules

So as to avoid any discriminatory practices and in the interest of fairness, the following rules will prevail without exception:
1. Classroom Environment: In order to provide the best learning environment and courtesy to all in the classroom, please 1) Turn off your cell phones and any other non-note-taking devices when you enter the classroom; and 2) Arrive early and do not leave the classroom before the class is finished (i.e. no bathroom breaks or leaving to purchase drinks or food; please plan for these before you enter the classroom). Illness or prior permission from the instructor will be the exceptions.
2. Assigned readings: I expect that you to read the articles and chapters assigned before you come to class. Each class will be a combination of lecture and discussion. You are expected to participate in class discussion. To assist with this, you should take reading notes or outline the readings. Note: Class participation is 10% of your grade.
3. Guest Speakers: This course will use guest speakers to provider greater context to specific topics. They are experts in certain areas of the course and will provide valuable insight and prospective on the wide range of topics we will cover. Attendance is MANDATORY and any material covered during these guest lectures is considered fair game for the following exam.
4. Any examination or assignment that is missed counts as zero unless documentary evidence is presented to show a medical emergency, or I am contacted with these issues before the deadline. There will be no make-up quizzes or exams.
5. All assignments are due in class the day that they are due. No late assignments will be accepted. If you are unable to attend class when an assignment is due, make prior arrangements to turn it in early directly to me or in my mailbox in the PIA office (Robinson A201) with a time and date stamp from someone working in the office. Remember this person’s name.
6. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Requirements and Grading

Your grade will be based on the following:

1. Class participation & Quizzes


10%

2. Discussion Lead/Current Events

10%

3. Exam 1


20%

4. Exam 2


20%

5. City Selection & Resources


  5%

6. Annotated Bibliography


10%

7. Governance & Planning Paper
 

25%

Class Participation & Quizzes
As noted in the course rules, I expect that you to read the articles and chapters assigned before you come to class. You are expected to be ready to participate in all discussion, and regular attendance is necessary. My assessment of your participation will be based on the quality (not quantity) of your contributions to class discussions. To prepare for class discussions, you should take careful reading notes and outline the readings. Also quizzes will be given on the readings throughout the semester. 
Discussion Lead & Current Events
This course is interactive and discussion oriented. You should follow the news related to local planning governance issues in the newspaper. During each class, specific individuals will be responsible for taking the lead in discussing readings. You will do this twice during the semester. The following is offered as a guideline to leading discussion:

· Thoroughly read the assignment. Study it. Take notes or outline it. Immediately after reading it, write a one or two paragraph summary of it.
· Prepare a presentation based on the summary and be sure to address these items: 1) what is the author’s main purpose is; 2) what are the main points, findings, or new interpretations; 3) discuss how the piece relates to other topics or discussions; 4) bring a current event or example relevant to the readings about planning and governance and explain the connection between it and the reading.
· You will type and hand-in the responses to these questions with the current event article at the start of class on the day you will lead discussion.
Exams 

You will have two essay-type exams in this course, and both will be held during class. The first is scheduled for Thursday, March 8th, and the second is scheduled for Thursday, April 26th. Structure and schedule of the exams are tentative due to unforeseen circumstances.

Governance & Planning Paper

Each student will write a paper examining a city’s planning process in regard to one of the courses topics: economic development, revitalization, housing, environment, local collaboration, and transportation. There are three parts to this assignment. First, you must have the city approved by the instructor. You will hand in your city selection and planning topic with a list of resources (web, planning documents, articles, and books) that you will consult in your research. This assignment is due Thursday, February 15th at the start of class. For the second part of this assignment, you will write a short description that introduces the city and its planning process in your topic area along with an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (at most 2 from the web, and 2 newspaper/magazine articles). This assignment is due Tuesday, April 3rd at the start of class. Your final paper should be 7 typed, double-space pages, with 1 inch margins, and it is due in class on Thursday, May 3rd. You should attach an updated annotated bibliography, following the suggestions you received when it was graded. You should be careful and systematic in the way you quote and credit source material in order to avoid improper attribution of someone else’s work. Such a violation will result in an Honor Code violation (see below). Note: Proper in-text parenthetical citation is required as well as a bibliography for all readings consulted. Possible assistance in formatting a proper bibliography can come from the following websites: http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/in-textcitation.htm, http://mason.gmu.edu/~amccart1/parenthetical-apa.html, and http://classweb.gmu.edu/nccwg/apa-document.htm. Please be sure not to plagiarize. 
Grading

Any assignment not turned in at the beginning of the class session in which it is due will be subject to a late penalty. One letter grade will be subtracted for being late. Another letter grade will be subtracted for every subsequent day that the assignment is late. For example, if it receives an A- grade, and it is turned in after the class session but on the same day, it receives a B+. If it is turned in the day after it was due, it receives a B. The grading schedule is below: 
A   = 93-100

A- = 90-92.9

B+ = 87-89.9


B   = 83-86.9

B- = 80-82.9

C+ = 77-79.9


C   = 73-76.9*
C- = 70-72.9

D   = 60-69.9


F   = 59.9 & below

*Must receive to apply course to the major.

In regard to written material, I will be examining your knowledge as well as your judgment in selection and presentation of material. The following is offered as a guideline: 

A/A-: An excellent grasp of the facts. Evidence of considerable organizing intelligence and powers of argument 

B+: Sound factual knowledge. Evidence of sound expository power, i.e. a clear line of argument throughout the essay 

B: Knowledge of the basic facts. Ability to draw some conclusions, although of a somewhat superficial and generally conventional kind. Main lines of argument visible but with some problems.

C: Knowledge of the basic facts but weak in argument or relevance, OR reasonably relevant but displaying factual weakness

Honor Code Policy

George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. Violations include but are not limited to the following: 

· Cheating includes any “willful giving or receiving of an unauthorized, unfair, dishonest, or unscrupulous advantage in academic work over other students,” by any means whatsoever, or the attempt to do so. Examples: copying off another student; using notes during a closed-book exam; obtaining an assignment ahead of time from a student who took the class a previous semester; turning in the same work in more than one class (without prior authorization from all professors). 

· Plagiarism includes “presenting as one’s own the works, the work, or the opinions of someone else without proper acknowledgement” or “borrowing the sequence of ideas, the arrangement of material, or the pattern of thought of someone else without proper acknowledgement.” Examples: getting your paper off the Internet; turning in a paper that was written by somebody else; buying a paper; taking a written piece from someone else but rewording it so that it looks different.
· Lying includes “the willful and knowledgeable telling of an untruth, as well as any form of deceit, attempted deceit, or fraud in an oral or written statement relating to academic work.” Examples: lying to faculty member by saying you were sick when you were not; falsely claiming a death in the family or a personal emergency; falsifying any official documentation.
· Stealing encompasses “taking or appropriating without the permission to do so, and with the intent to keep or to make use of wrongfully, property belonging to any member of the George Mason University community or any property located on the University campus.” Examples: stealing exams or paper assignments from the professor for the purposes of cheating; selling notes you take in class to an individual or a business.
In addition, the Honor Code policy is relevant to the types of academic work indicated below:

1. Quizzes, Tests and Examinations. No help may be given or received by students during the taking of quizzes, tests or examinations, whatever the type or wherever taken, unless the instructor specifically permits deviation from this standard.

2. Course Requirements. All work submitted in fulfillment of course requirements is to be solely the product of the individual(s) whose name(s) appears on it. Except with permission of the instructor no work of any type submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of another course may be used a second time to satisfy a requirement of any course in the Department of Public Affairs. No assistance is to be obtained from commercial organizations, which sell or lease research help or written papers. With respect to all written work as appropriate, proper attribution are required.

Course Schedule†
The Levy text is referred to by “L” with the chapter number to be read. Numbers in brackets [] refer to articles in numbered reference list below table. Guest speakers are in parentheses. †Note: The schedule for readings, assignments, speakers,  and exams may change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

	WK
	Date
	Topic  
	Assigned Readings
	Requirements Due

	1
	1/23
	Introduction 
	
	

	
	1/25
	Defining Governance and Metro Data; http://www.gdrc.org/u-gov/ugov-define.html; http://www.gdrc.org/u-gov/governance-define.html; http://www.gdrc.org/u-gov/good-governance.html
	L xv-xviii,1; & review websites 
	Be ready to discuss governance vs. government

	2
	1/30
	Government or Governance: Power and Structure
	L2; [1]
	

	
	2/1
	Historical Context of Metro Areas
	L3
	

	3
	2/61
	History of Governance
	L4
	

	
	2/8
	Theories of Governance
	L5
	

	4
	2/13
	Theories of Governance & Finance
	L6
	

	
	2/15
	Finance of Cities (Hoene)
	
	Part 1 Paper

	5
	2/20
	Economy of the City
	L7 
	

	
	2/222
	History of Planning and Goals 
	L8
	

	6
	2/27
	Cont’d
	[2,3,4,5,6,7]
	

	
	3/1
	Eminent Domain (Parkhurst)
	[TBD]
	

	7
	3/6
	Economic Development Planning and Incentives
	[TBD]
	

	
	3/8
	Exam 1
	
	Exam 1

	
	3/13
	Spring Break
	
	

	 
	3/15
	Spring Break
	
	

	8
	3/20
	Local Government Cooperation (Brennan)
	[8]
	

	
	3/22
	Planning in NYC: Robert Moses F128.3 .N563 2001b
	[9]
	

	9
	3/27
	Retooling Planning
	[10]
	

	
	3/29
	Planning Housing
	L9
	

	10
	4/3
	Public Policy and Housing
	L10
	Part 2 Paper

	
	4/5
	Urban Renewal in Southwest DC HT177.D6 S6 1990
	
	

	11
	4/10
	Vacant Properties (Schilling)
	[11]
	

	
	4/12
	Regional Growth & Planning (McLain)
	[TBD]
	

	12
	4/17
	Transportation and the Regional Network (Liberman)
	[TBD]
	

	
	4/19
	Regional Governance and Economic Development
	[12]
	

	13
	4/24
	Public Education and the City
	L16
	

	
	4/26
	Exam 2
	
	Exam 2

	14
	5/1
	Education Governance (Rueben/Ouellette)
	[TBD]
	

	
	5/3
	Assessing the Future: Urban Governance and Planning
	[TBD]
	Final Paper

	
	5/15
	No Final
	
	


1Last day to add or 2Last day to drop courses

Reference List 

Readings listed as TBD will be email, posted to E-reserves, or handed out during class.

1. Chandler, J. A. 1993. Local Government in Liberal Democracies: An Introductory Survey London, New York Taylor & Francis, 1993. Available through GMU’s netLibrary E-book collection. 1) Go to http://mutex.gmu.edu:2095/resources/netlibrary/ (if you are off campus you will be prompted to login with your GMU email username and password). This page describes the process of accessing and setting up an account on netLibrary. Follow these instructions. 2) Click on http://www.netlibrary.com under access information. NOTE: you cannot type this address directly, you must login through this page to use GMU’s e-collection. 3) In the Basic Search box, input the name of the book above. 3) You should see this book with a graphic of its cover. 4) Click on View this e-book. 5) On the left-hand side, you will see the Table of Contents. Scroll down until you see Chapter 8 The United States of America. Click on this link. 6) Read p. 138-143, 146-151, and 155-157. Page numbers are in red at the top of the text (scroll the far left bar all the way to the top to see).
2. Blaesser, Brian W. 2005. “Eminent Domain for Private Gain? The Kelo v. City of New London Decision and Aftermath.” Planning & Environmental Law 57(9):3-7. GMU database: ABI/Inform Complete, go to http://library.gmu.edu/phpzone/ej.php, type in name of journal exactly (Planning & Environmental Law), click on ABI/Inform, click on “Sep 2005; Vol.57, Iss.9”, and then find the article’s title.
3. Blaesser, Brian W. 2005. “In the Offing: A More Stringent Standard of Review.” Planning & Environment Law 57(9):7-8. GMU database: ABI/Inform Complete
4. Pellegrini, Mark and Donald Poland. 2005. “Connecticut Planners Weigh In: Eminent Domain Is Important Land Use Tool.” Planning & Environmental Law 57(9):8-9. GMU database: ABI/Inform Complete
5. Merrill, Thomas W. 2005. “How to Reform Eminent Domain.” Planning & Environmental Law 57(9):9-10. GMU database: ABI/Inform Complete
6.  Williams, Lani. 2005. “Does Kelo Trample on Fundamental Property Rights?” Planning & Environmental Law 57(9):13-14. GMU database: ABI/Inform Complete
7. Parkhurst, David. 2005. “Rumored Death of Property Rights Is Greatly Exaggerated.” Planning & Environmental Law 57(9):15-16. GMU database: ABI/Inform Complete
8. Parr, John, Joan Riehm, Christiana McFarland. 2006. Guide to Successful Local Government Collaboration in America’s Regions. Washington, DC: National League of Cities and Alliance for Regional Stewardship. Go to: http://www.nlc.org/content/Files/RMPgovtcollaborgd06.pdf. 
9. Jacobs, Jane. 1961. “Introduction.” Chapter 1 in The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Random House. Electronic Reserves
10. Jacobs, Jane. 1961. “Governing and Planning Districts.” Chapter 21 in The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Random House. Electronic Reserves
11. Schilling, Joe. 2006. “Snapshots of Innovative Vacant Property Strategies.” Housing Facts and Findings 8(4). Go to: http://www.fanniemaefoundation.org/programs/hff/pdf/HFF_v8i4.pdf. 
12. Feiock, Richard, M. Jae Moon, and Hyung-Jun Park. 2007. “Localism, Globalization and Regional Governance: Does Place Matter for Economic Development?” Forthcoming in Public Administration Review. I will distribute via e-mail.
13. Altshuler, Alan A, Morrill, Wolman, & Mitchell. 1999. Governance and Opportunity in Metropolitan America. Washington, D.C. National Academy Press. Available through GMU’s netLibrary E-book collection, see reference #1 for directions. 
