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Technology and Learning Styles


During my first 2 years as a community college professor, the only technology I used in my courses was video.  In 2001, my department chair began my journey to implementing technology into my classroom.  At first, I was extremely fearful of all of the “unnecessary” work I was being directed to perform; however, throughout the years, my workshops have been extremely beneficial to my learning environment.


As I previously mentioned, I began to attend workshops on computer technology a few years ago.  I have mastered Blackboard, PowerPoint, FrontPage, CoreFTP (and, just recently, CoreFTP again), HTML (recently) and GroupWise (recently).  Interestingly, I am no longer afraid of learning how to use technology.  I recognize its importance in the learning environment.


Regarding the benefits of technology in relation to learning styles of students, I have found that PowerPoint and Blackboard are particularly useful.  Many of my students are visual learners.  They have advised that they need to see the information, in addition to hearing it.  By using PowerPoint, I am able to accomplish this feat.  In addition, by creating Blackboard courses for my face to face courses, I provide my students with the PowerPoint presentations via Blackboard.  By doing so, my students are able to make personal note taking copies for class and they don’t panic, if they fail to write everything down in their notes.  The downside is that my students may become lazy, or miss class, because they have the notes already available to them.  However, I inform my students that the PowerPoint presentations are only outlines of the chapters and they need to attend class for further explanations or details.


Regarding Blackboard, I have found that my students need to be extremely dedicated to their studies and independent learners.  Obviously, we can not discriminate against those students with learning disabilities; however, I strongly recommend online learning for those students who truly feel strong about their study/learning habits.  We do have a help desk and I make myself “extra” available (office hours, email, phone) for my online students who have learning disabilities.  However, even those students with strong study habits, even run into problems with self monitoring.  Never-the-less, Blackboard is extremely beneficial for those students who are not able to travel to campus for courses.

In the end, I believe that technology only enhances the learning environment and our ability, as teachers, to reach the different learning styles of our large student population.  Many of the “old-timers” have not reached this conclusion because change is not for them.  Technology is a bridge between the learning environment and the individual learning styles of our students.

