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Approximately 3 year ago, I enrolled for the “Blackboard 5” course at Prince George's Community College.  I attended my once a week course for the entire Spring Semester.  Upon my completion, I felt comfortable with my abilities to work in Blackboard; however, my abilities to continue to develop my faculty website were weak.  In no way was I comfortable with the work which needed to be completed in order to have a respectful faculty website.  As a result, my “to do” list included re-learning how to develop a faculty website.  CTCH 603 encouraged me to overcome my fears of manipulating the web and reach my goals. 


First, I needed to identify what information had to be updated.  Technically, every single point of information had to be updated.  When I attended the Blackboard course, the trainers only spent about 3 hours on web development.  They strongly encouraged us to “cut and paste” from other faculty websites.  As a result, I had cut and pasted information which did not fit into my criminal justice theme; therefore, making for an incomprehensible website.  So, I re-wrote all of the information in each of my pages on my website.  Overall, this was the most tedious aspect of my learning contract project.


Second, I had to re-do and add hyperlinks to almost all of the pages within my website.  Related to this task, I had to re-navigate my navigation bar.  Now, if you do not have a lot of knowledge regarding Microsoft templates, then you may not understand what a challenge these two seemingly simple tasks may bring forth.  Technically, I had to re-learn how to use FrontPage, our Microsoft web development template and Corelite FTP.  I did seek help, from our website development team at Prince George's Community College regarding the navigation task.  Interestingly, the staff even had a difficult time interpreting the manipulation of such a task because this Microsoft “has its own rules.”  However, after 1 ½ hours, we figured it out-together.


Finally, I uploaded some clipart into my website.  Truly, this is the only part which I completely enjoyed!  Clipart is my only artistic aspect within my personality!


Overall, I feel much more confident with my webpage development/revision skills now, than I did a few weeks ago.  This particular learning contract has been quite beneficial; not only in an educational realm, but in a professional manner also.  Even though there were times of serious frustration, I overcame that frustration and developed a much more comfortable attitude towards webpage development. 
