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Blackboard in the Face to Face Classroom-Does It Work?

     The first semester I taught at Prince George's Community College, I had no idea as to what Blackboard, much less any other course management system, was and its purpose in the field of education.  However, my lack of wisdom was diminished when my department chairperson introduced me to Blackboard and “strongly” advised that I learn how to use this technology.  Interestingly, I have a history of being somewhat fearful of the usage of a computer.  Now, I was being faced with the fact that I had better get over my fear of computers because the future had arrived and I had to make some changes.  As many people know, change can be quite fearful at times.  I would love to say that I met this challenge head on; however, I would be lying.  I attempted to talk my way out of taking Blackboard training; however, it was inevitable.  In the end, I enrolled in the Blackboard course and, eventually, passed the course. Today, I teach (and created) two online courses (3 sections) and I use Blackboard in my face to face courses.

     For one semester, I wallowed through the coursework and development of my two online courses.  As a result, not only do I have a better understanding of online course development but I also use Blackboard as an enhancement (or learning tool) in my face to face courses.  For example, any paperwork I use during the course, to include the syllabus, handouts, and announcements, I post in my Blackboard “portion” of my course.  I also post all of my power point presentations in my Blackboard, so that my students may view them before class and make copies for note taking.  Normally, during the first class of the semester, I will review the syllabus and demonstrate how to use blackboard to my students. I don’t make the usage of the course mandatory (it is not part of my students’ final grades); however, I do make it necessary in order to help my students through the course.  For example, if my students lose their syllabus, then they can go to their Blackboard course and make additional copies.  Also, regarding the power point presentations, my students can make note taking copies of the power point presentations and not have to worry about not being able to “copy” all of the information in each power point and only make notes to certain points.  So far, these methods have been successful in my face to face courses.
     As usual, there may be some downfalls to implementing usage of Blackboard into a face to face course.  First, not all students are comfortable with using a computer.  By not making the usage of Blackboard mandatory (part of their final grade), I have helped students learn how to use Blackboard without additional stress.  Second, I had to state, specifically, how Blackboard would be used in the face to face courses.  For example, in my syllabus I stated that “no assignments are to be turned in via Blackboard.”  Thus, ensuring no future disputes of whether or not an assignment has been completed and turned in to me for credit.  Finally, there are times when Blackboard “goes down” and students, nor I, can access it.  As stated before, I do not make the usage of Blackboard mandatory; therefore, this is not an issue.

     Overall, I have found the usage of Blackboard in my face to face courses to be a successful teaching tool.  It does enhance the learning environment by introducing students who are not comfortable with the computer, or online courses, to become comfortable.  Also, it does save some teaching time by making information available to students without any additional efforts (copying).  I highly recommend the usage of a course management system in a face to face course.
