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What is Blackboard (Bb)?

 “The Blackboard Learning System™ is a Web-based server software platform that offers industry-leading course management, an open architecture for customization and interoperability, and a scalable design that allows for integration with student information systems and authentication protocols. This system is available for local installation or hosted by Blackboard ASP Solutions.”
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The Blackboard Learning System is an industry leading course management system based on a third-generation enterprise technology platform featuring:

· Curriculum-driven content management and content sharing provides instructors with flexibility and control 

· Re-architected assessment management system is designed to improve assessment creation workflow and provide flexibility in deploying tests and surveys 

· Designed based on client feedback and usability testing, the Gradebook improves instructor productivity 

· New functionality allows instructors to electronically manage the collection and organization of assignments via the integrated Gradebook interface 

· Discussion boards and new Virtual Classroom tool enable dynamic collaboration and communication in the learning environment 

· Robust enterprise system administration enables institutions to successfully manage system growth by reducing administrative overhead 

· Data management for integration with student information, identity management and authentication systems 

· Virtual Installations provide ability to create multiple distinct Blackboard environments on the same system hardware and software 

· Built on the Blackboard Building Blocks architecture which enables customization, extension and integration of the platform”
Resource:  http://www.blackboard.com/

What are the primary benefits of Bb?

1. Distance education courses-primarily for those students who are unable to go to campus for face to face courses.  (Other states, countries, etc.)

2. Enhance face to face learning environments.  

a. Provide accessibility to course information. (Additional copies of course paperwork, power point presentations, download information, internet resource-connections, etc.)

b. Provide space for out of class assignments. (Digital Drop Box, Discussion Board, Chat Rooms, Email.)

c. Announcements/Reminders for meetings/opportunities/etc.

3. Comprehensive and time saving.

4. Easy to update on a semester basis.

What are the possible pitfalls of Blackboard?:

1. Students and faculty must learn the “ins and outs” of the system.  (For novices, may be time consuming and intimidating.)

2. System may be “down”; however, this doesn’t occur very often.

3. Internal issues-internal email is not reliable.

4. Different “class rules” for Bb as compared to a face to face course.  (Disruptions, insults, students are more verbally open.)

For more information, go to:  
http://www.blackboard.com/
