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Mr. PETTIT and Mr. WEIMAN (for themselves Mr. BREWER and Mr. MOLINI.) submitted the following resolution which was submitted to the Student Senate; 


RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Student Senate regarding the Academic Calendar.

Whereas, current University policy dictates that the University be closed on Labor Day and one day in observance of Columbus Day; and,
Whereas, the current university academic calendar begins the fall semester on the last Monday of August, and sets the final examination period spanning 6.5 business days (6 business days in years in which the combination of the last Monday in August falling later, and Christmas falling on an earlier day of the week, is such that it will allow fewer than 4 days between the end of the examination period and Christmas Day); and,
Whereas, the current University academic calendar begins the spring semester on the Monday following Martin Luther King Day in January, and sets the final examination period spanning 6.5 business days (excepting years in which Martin Luther King Day is both the second to last Monday of the month and the third Monday of the month. At which times the spring semester begins on the Tuesday immediately following Martin Luther King Day, and allots 6 business days for the final examination period); and,
Whereas, these current policies are excessively confusing for students, are excessively difficult to administer, and do not provide the maximum possible opportunity for the academic achievement of the Student Body; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Student Senate--

(1) Recommends that the Registrar take appropriate steps to affect the following changes to the University Academic Calendar:

a. The fall semester shall begin on the Thursday prior to the final Monday in the month of August, causing fall semester classes to end on a Wednesday
b. Create two (2) reading days on the Thursday and Friday following the end of classes, causing the final exam period to begin on the next Monday, and end the following Monday.

c. In the spring semester, when Martin Luther King Day is the third Monday of January and not also the second to last Monday, set the Thursday following Martin Luther King Day as the first day of the spring semester, causing spring semester classes to end on a Wednesday
d. Create two (2) reading days on the Thursday and Friday following the end of classes, causing the final exam period to begin the next Monday, and end the following  Monday.

e. In the spring semester, when Martin Luther King Day is both the third Monday and the second to last Monday of January, maintain the current policy setting the Tuesday following Martin Luther King Day as the first day of the spring semester, causing spring semester classes to end on a Monday, creating one (1) reading day on Tuesday, and causing the final examination period to begin on Wednesday and end the following Tuesday
(2) Recommends that the Faculty Senate adopt a resolution, identical in effect and consistent with applicable protocol, to be conjoined with this Resolution.

(3) Commend both Dr. Clifton D. Sutton, and Dr. Peter Pober, for their leadership, dedication, and initiative on behalf of these issues and for their attentiveness to the concerns of the Student Body.
(4) Causes this resolution to enter into force upon the passage of a resolution by the Faculty Senate as provided in (2) above; or, in absence of such a resolution, on March 9, 2006. 
Be it further,


Resolved, That the Student Senate--
(5) The University will be open and classes shall be held on Labor Day each year

(6) In lieu of a Labor Day recess, the Columbus Day recess shall be extended to include both Monday and Tuesday

Be it further,


Resolved, That the Clerk of the Student Senate--

(7) Shall cause to be affixed to this resolution, and all copies of this resolution, the numbers of the Ayes and Nays, and a copy of a resolution adopted by the Faculty Senate in the spirit of the aforementioned provisions and as provided in (2) above 
(8) Shall transmit a copy of this resolution to: Dr. Alan Merten, President; Dr. Maurice Scherrens, Senior Vice President; Dr. Sandy Hubler, Vice President of University Life; Dr. Dave Kuebrich, Chairman of the Faculty Senate; Dr. Clifton Sutton, Associate Professor of Applied and Engineering Statistics, Chairman of the Academic Policies Committee of the Faculty Senate; Dr. Peter Pober, Director of Forensics; Dr. Mark Kidd, Associate Dean of Student Activities; Mrs. Susan Jones, University Registrar; Dr. Tracy Reeves, Associate Director for Leadership Education and Development; Mr. Dale Van Wagner, Student Body President

(9) Shall withhold transmission of this resolution to the aforementioned parties until such time as the resolution enters into force

Passed the Student Senate ___________________.

Attest:

__________________,



___________________,

Speaker.






Clerk.

