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This is a wonderful site that is maintained by Harvard English faculty:  it has much to offer both the Chaucer student and teacher.  The major topics in the site are Life of Chaucer, Chronology, The Canterbury Tales, Teach Yourself Chaucer, Translations, Chaucer’s Language, Middle English, Syllabus, Bibliography, Other Authors, Literary Subjects, Courtly Love, Life and Manners, Pilgrimage, Medieval Science, and Site Index.  Each is rich in information, tastefully designed, and replete with illustrations from woodcuts of Chaucer manuscripts.  
To begin with, one of the most difficult aspects of reading Chaucer in the original Middle English is that it is foreign to students.  This website offers a set of pronunciation exercises that are clear and carefully stepped for ease of student use.  I found this aspect of the website extremely valuable as I am not an accomplished speaker of Middle English; I can see pulling up this site and letting students listen to the first 20 lines of the “Prologue” as a way of introducing The Canterbury Tales in my British Literature course.  And this is only one of the tutorials offered to students to make them comfortable with Chaucer’s pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary.  There is also a “Teach Yourself” Chaucer section that not only provides support for Middle English grammatical patterns and vocabulary, but includes several tales to work on, including quizzes to take at completion. 
Secondly, the information on this website is densely linked.  For example, the first level of biographical information, entitled Life of Chaucer, provides a nicely rich text with hot links to other information, as well as a button at the top pointing to a brief chronology in case that’s what the user was actually seeking.  Information on associated topics like courtly love, life and manners, and pilgrimage during Chaucer’s time is also densely linked to relevant materials that make this site superior to many that I have used in the past.  For example, Courtly Love offers information on contemporary authors and the tradition of courtly love (replete with hot links to those texts and writers).  One of the best features of this site is its inclusion of bibliographies at nearly every step of the way.  This makes this site useful on not just an introductory level but on an intermediate level as well.

Finally, the Other Writers section has numerous hot buttons to writers relevant to Chaucer because they are precede Chaucer and he may have used their material, they are his contemporaries, or they contributed in some major way (such as translating) to Chaucer scholarship.  As usual, these pages are thorough and contain bibliographies.  For example, the Boccacio page has a summary of the relation of the two writers,  a table of tales from that work that have analogues in The Canterbury Tales, and, as always, helpful references to other sites and written resources on the topic.   I give this site an easy two thumbs up!
