








June 13, 2005


Dear CGS Incoming Freshmen,


Welcome to the Commonwealth Governor’s School!  We are delighted that you are joining us.  As part of your preparation for 9th grade English class, we need you to do some reading in The Gifted Kids’ Survival Guide.  Please take good care of the copy of the book that has been issued to you, as it is on loan from CGS.  (Any student who enrolls after the book is issued should e-mail the appropriate teacher listed below.)

 
In the introduction to The Survival Guide, the authors make reference to the U. S. Department of Education’s report entitled National Excellence:  A Case for Developing America’s Talent, noting that there is a “quiet crisis that exists in the way we educate (or fail to educate) our top students.”  The Survival Guide authors then make suggestions and offer options about coping with a world that doesn’t fully recognize the challenges of being a gifted teen.  We think you will find the book very readable, enjoyable, and beneficial.  Specific assignments are listed on the attached sheet. 

In addition, you need to read the Greek tragedy Oedipus (also called Oedipus the King or Oedipus Rex) by Sophocles.  You can find the play at the public library or online. We begin CGS English 9 with a study of Oedipus.  This play serves as an introduction to ancient drama and to the civilized and seminal world of the ancient Greeks.  It also begins our year-long discussion on the nature of the hero or heroine. 

Read any modern translation of the play.  If the edition you select has an introduction that provides background on Sophocles, his world, or his plays, please read that as well.  If it will help you to remember what you read, please take notes on the play. These notes are for your use and will not be graded.  If you have difficulty understanding the reading, try reading it aloud, especially with friends or family who can play some of the roles with you.  Once you have finished reading the play, you must complete a typed journal—directions appear below.  

Your Gifted Kids notes and your Oedipus journal are required assignments due on the second day of school—for your first English class—this fall.  Your work needs to be your own, but others can help you with reading the play aloud.  

See the next page for specific details on both assignments. If you get stuck, please contact us! If you (or your parents) have any questions about the summer work, contact your site-based English teacher at the following e-mail addresses: 

· If you are at the Colonial Forge High site:  rdsmith@cgs.k12.va.us
· If you are at the North Stafford High site:  rdsmith@cgs.k12.va.us
· If you are attending the Riverbend High site:  msmith@cgs.k12.va.us
· If you are attending the Spotsylvania High School site: jdavis@cgs.k12.va.us
· If you are attending the Stafford High School site: wsiegmund@cgs.k12.va.us
For general questions, you may telephone the CGS director’s office at 540-548-1278. 

These assignments will also be posted on the CGS website at www.cgs.k12.va.us.  We are looking forward to seeing you at orientation!

Sincerely,

The CGS English 9 Staff

	CGS ENGLISH 9 SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS

	

	The Gifted Kids’ Survival Guide   (This will take at least 3 hours.)

	Required Readings
	Required Written Work

	Read these chapters: 

· “Introduction”

· “On Being Gifted”  

· “Taking Charge of Your Education” 

· “Intelligence” 

· “On Being a Teenager”

Of course, read it all if you’d like!


	Make at least one page of informal notes on your reading about

· information that you felt was especially relevant, surprising, interesting, and/or new to you; 

· any information you feel is important for all gifted teens to read; and 

· your own thoughts and feelings about the information.

Note in parentheses the page number each bit of information came from, like this: Gifted students may feel isolated (35).  This is called a citation. 

You may type or handwrite these notes from Gifted Kids.

	

	Oedipus   (This will take at least 3 ½ hours.)

	Required Readings
	Required Written Work

	Read the entire play and any background or introductory information found in your copy of the text.

The Oedipus notes must be typed.  See information at right.
	Type a journal at least 2 pages long (use 1” margins all around, a plain font, and double space). Include 

· Approximately half a page on each of these characters:  Oedipus, Jocasta, Creon, and Teiresias. 

· Address all of the following questions for each character:  (1) What are his or her strengths?  (2) What are his or her weaknesses?  (3) Do you feel that the character’s responses to the situations presented when everyone knows the truth of Oedipus’ parentage are appropriate and understandable?  Whether you answer yes or no, explain your reasons. (4) How do you, as a reader, feel about each character and why? 

· To support your analysis of the characters, quote from the play and/or retell a specific example in your own words. Thoroughly analyze your quotes and examples providing your own thoughts and feelings. 

· Use two examples or more (or a combination of an example in your own words and a direct quote) from the play for each character.  

· When you quote or retell a specific incident from the play to support your point, immediately following the example or quote put a citation. (See above for an example of a citation.) This is required. 

· At the end of the journal, indicate what edition you read.  To do that, note the author’s name, the title, the translator’s name, the name of the publishing company, and the most recent year of publication.  

	These required English 9 assignments are due the first day of English class.
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