[Below is my introduction email to my real online student.]

	From 
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	Sent 
	Wednesday, October 13, 2004 5:56 pm

	To 
	Jessica Faul <learn100@gmu.edu> 

	Cc 
	 

	Bcc 
	pnorton@gmu.edu <pnorton@gmu.edu> , Dawn Hathaway <dhathawa@gmu.edu> 

	Subject 
	English 11


	Jessica, I am excited about being your mentor for English 11.  I love teaching English under any circumstances, but this will be particularly interesting to me because I am taking an online course myself. I will get the experience of mentoring from both ends at the same time:  I'll be mentoring you while Dawn (my mentor) mentors me. I know that I'm going to learn a lot from the combined experience.  I mentored some of my regular students last year when we piloted one of the modules, but we already knew each other (and were sometimes emailing each other from across the room!), so it wasn't the same.

I helped to design the course you will be taking, so I am interested in your reactions and suggestions. (And don't worry that you will hurt my feelings!) We are working out the final bugs now.  It may be two weeks before everything is perfect, so don't get discouraged if we have a few glitches in the new few weeks.

I talked to your online math teacher last night.  He said that you were great about keeping to a schedule and responding promptly.That's quite a kudo for you; some of the grown teachers in a class I am taking aren't doing as well as you are.  Mr. Parthenakis also said that your work was quite good. Your work ethic and ability to regulate yourself are going to make working with you so much more pleasant for me--and more satisfying for you as well.   

Even though I am still a student--and plan to be a student for as long as I live--I am qualified to be your teacher.  I have bachelor's and master's degrees in English and am nationally board certified to teach English to adolescents and young adults.  I have taught high school for 28 years and composition and research in colleges off and on for over ten years.  

I apologize for not contacting you earlier. I have class Tuesday nights and Wednesdays are crazy.  I will not have time to write you from work most of the time; I will have to wait until I get home. If you get desperate and need something immediately, write URGENT! in the subject line; I am more likely to get it. When I am teaching, I can't check my email, though.  I am good about checking my email morning and night if not more frequently.

Mr. Parthenakis says that you don't need any technical training on doing an online course--that you are ready to roll.  We do need to work out a schedule for quarters and semesters, etc. but you probably need to do at least one module in the English course before you know how much time things will take.  I would like for us to agree on how many and which modules you will do a quarter.  (The first quarter will be up Nov. 10.  Of course, we are starting late, so this first quarter will need to be a bit short.)  We can work that out later.

I am eager to hear about you.  What kind of experiences have you had with English?  What kinds of lessons have you enjoyed most?  What have you not enjoyed?  Do you read much?  If so, what sorts of things do you enjoy?  What would you most like to get out of English 11? What specifically can I help you with?  What are your hobbies? What kinds of research have you done--both for your own use and for classes? What do you like about being home-schooled?  I also need to know some basic things like what sorts of capabilities your computers has, but we can get into that later.  (Are you beginning to wonder if I will ever shut up?!)

Please let me hear from you.  Would you also attach at least one file of something you have written for school before?  You might want to fish around in the English 11 course a bit and see what sorts of questions you have on the way to navigate, how things are set up, etc.  Don't freak out or be overwhelmed.  It will be doable--and fun.  I promise.  Maybe we should set up a Digichat soon?

Waiting to hear from you,

Robin Smith
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[This is her first email to me.  The last email is my response to her introduction.]

	From 
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	Sent 
	Wednesday, October 13, 2004 8:01 pm

	To 
	rsmithm@gmu.edu 

	Cc 
	 

	Bcc 
	 

	Subject 
	Re: English 11


	Hello Mrs. Smith,

It is good to hear from you. I guess I should tell you a little about myself. I play volleyball and basketball. I like to crochet. With English, I have done different things. When I was in 8th grade I took Freshman Composition at a private schhol. Last year I did these books called paces. They covered different material. My least favorite thing about English is poetry. I don't know if I have a favorite part of English. I do like to read. Some of my favorite authors would be Lucy Maud Montgomery, Louisa May Alcott, J.R.R.Tolkien, Mark Twain, classic authors like them. I like history or fictional history books. IF there is anything else about me you would like to know, just ask. What times are good for you for digichating? I am good in the day time. Starting in November i will play basketball and will have games in the evenings. But right now i am home most of the time. Talk to you soon.

Jessica
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	From 
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	Sent 
	Wednesday, October 13, 2004 11:03 pm

	To 
	learn100@gmu.edu 

	Cc 
	 

	Bcc 
	 

	Subject 
	Re: English 11


	Jessica, I love historical fiction, too--and volleyball.  I haven't crocheted in years, but I enjoy doing it as well as quilting and knitting.  I just need more time.  (Don't we all?)   

How about 6:30 PM tomorrow (Thursday, Oct. 14) for the Digichat? That may interfere with your dinner.  If so, suggest a better time Thursday afternoon/evening. I don't have anything I have to do tomorrow night, and I shouldn't be too late from school. If Thursday doesn't suit, suggest another day and time.

We both need to make sure that we key in a message when we get there or we won't know the other is there and may get kicked out while we wait.  I think that happened the other night to you and Mr. Parthenakis.  

Would you email me a writing sample with your return email?  Do you have anything that is typed already? 

Have a good day tomorrow.

R. Smith
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