Commonwealth of Virginia

Department of Education

P. O. Box 2120

Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120
Nomination to the Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure (ABTEL)

DIRECTIONS:
Please submit the completed form to:

Dr. Thomas A. Elliott

Assistant Superintendent

Division of Teacher Education and Licensure

Department of Education, P. O. Box 2120

Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120
Fax:  (804) 786-6759

NOMINATION FOR SECONDARY ENGLISH REPRESENTATIVE ON ABTEL

NOMINATION:

Name: Robin D. Smith

Current Position: English 9, 11, and 12 Teacher at Commonwealth Governor’s School 

Home Address: 303 ½ Amelia Street

Fredericksburg, VA







Zip: 22401

Work Address: 550 Courthouse Road 

Stafford, VA








Zip: 22554

Home:  (540) 226-7737






Work: (540) 658-6115 ext.125

Fax:  (540) 658-6107

E-mail: rdsmith@cgs.k12.va.us    or   rsmith302@cox.net 

Sex:
M     F

Race: White


Geography: Region 3
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Name of Nominee: Robin D. Smith

Name of Nominating School or Organization: DOE Division of Teacher Education and Licensure

I. Nominee’s Biographical Introduction to the Members of the Board of Education:

(Please provide a short narrative on the nominee including educational background, professional and work experience accomplishments, and community service.  It is not necessary to attach a vita.)

For 27 years I taught English 9-12, Dual Enrollment and AP English in two rural high schools in Region VIII; for the past two years I have been teaching Honors and AP English at the Commonwealth Governor’s School in Region III. I have served as adviser for many student publications: literary magazines, yearbooks, and newspapers. I have served as president of the public library board, the local chapter of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Buckingham Citizen Action League, and the Episcopal Church Women.  I was named Virginia’s Teacher of the Year 2000 and selected by the U. S. State Department to serve as a teacher ambassador to work with English teachers in Kazakhstan for two weeks in 2002.  I am certified in Secondary English/Language Arts, Gifted Education, and Library/Media by the Commonwealth of Virginia and in English/ Language Arts by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  For the past two years, I have been working with a consortium of school systems and George Mason University to develop and design English 11 and 12 courses for the Online Academy; I have mentored students taking online English courses and this fall will begin mentoring other teachers who are taking courses in effective online mentoring. I have a B. A. and an M. A. in English Literature from Longwood University and am working on a Ph.D. in instructional technology with a minor in curriculum and instruction at George Mason University.     

II. Nominee’s Educational Philosophy:

I feel most strongly about the following issues. I believe in inculcating the joy and rewards of lifelong learning in both teachers and students.  In today’s world of incessant and lightning change, we need to nurture curiosity; skills in analysis, evaluation, research, and communication; and an awareness of metacognition in everyone connected to learning. Situated learning is most engaging; using available data and research to assist with instructional design is critical. Teachers and students alike need the skills and habits of mind to take control of their own learning. Public education is the single most important structure of any society. While we still have serious equity issues in the U. S., our public education is superior to any seen in the history of the world in attempting to provide everyone with quality opportunities.  

III. Nominee’s Perspectives on Teacher Education and Licensure

A. Perspective on Teacher Education

I would like to see personnel in teacher preparation programs and classroom teachers collaborate more closely and more consistently.  Each brings unique experiences and skills to teacher education. Having an expanded role for clinical faculty could also provide an outlet for teachers who want to remain in the classroom but seek additional responsibilities, a critical component to attracting outstanding students into teaching.  Teacher education should mirror what we know about effective pedagogy and should support teachers in their first jobs.  
B. Perspective on Licensure

I am delighted at the Commonwealth’s move to institute multi-tired licensure.  This should strengthen the collaboration between teacher education programs and practicing teachers that can improve teacher education as well as provide career paths that can make teaching more attractive to bright and ambitious men and women. 

