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Participants and Setting. I chose CGS sophomores because they participate in instructional broadcasts, but I don’t teach them this year.  I chose social studies because it is not my discipline, but I know enough about it to understand anything the students might say.  I chose the Colonial Forge High School (CFHS) site because I could interview students there without interrupting their regular classes or routines.  

I talked to the ten CFHS sophomores about my project, sent an email to their homes, and then put release forms in their boxes.  The first three volunteers were females, two of whom I taught last year. I had structured the invitation so that I couldn’t refuse their participation. While I knew I couldn’t have much variety with only a few participants, I wanted more diversity. I extended the participants from three to four to get a male, but the male—like all of my participants—is highly motivated and just happened to be the fourth to return the signed form.  All of our students aren’t highly motivated academically; I might have had a very different experience with different participants.  Learning styles presented another potential problem. The females report having similar learning styles while the male is very different; it may appear that any differences are caused by male/female variation, but they really aren’t.  

I thought about inviting specific students to participate.  I could not get a huge sampling, but I could have attempted to interview four students, two males and two females with varying learning styles and commitments to academics.  I was afraid to try to make any overt choices because these bright students would have perceived any selection among a group of ten as some form of labeling.  While I am not best pleased with the variety of the participants I ended up with, I don’t think I could have done it differently without interviewing all ten, which was not possible within the time frame.  I think I might have tried to do a group interview or focus group if I had to do this over.  Seeing what students say when they are interacting with each other might be useful as would comparing what they say in private interviews versus group interviews. Keeping track of who is talking on the tape would be very difficult, though, based on my experience with just two people talking! 

Research Relationships. Before I did anything, I asked the sophomore government teacher if he minded me observing or interviewing his students. We are buddies and in and out of each other’s classrooms anyway, so he had no reservations about it and gave me a schedule of broadcasts.  We did not discuss which students should be participants.  Then I did some research to see whose permission I needed to conduct these interviews beyond the parents and students.  Stafford has no central policy, so I only needed permission from my principal who gave it readily after seeing my research design and permission documents.  The director of CGS also gave permission after seeing the same documents; he had already discussed it with the board.  Everyone was helpful and seemed very interested in the project.

I first introduced the topic to participants by talking informally to the eligible students about it during their break, alerting them to the fact that I would send an email reminder home, and putting the requisite forms in their boxes. I approached it by saying that I needed help with a culminating project on their government broadcasts that I was doing for a research class.  They have to complete a year-long research project, so they were sympathetic and interested that a teacher was going through the same processes and pains.  All agreed orally to be interviewed. I said I would take the first three to return forms.  Getting signed forms back proved to be a trial, as it always is. I didn’t approach students directly. Often I am the teacher who has to bug kids about returning field trip permission forms, etc. for everyone, but I didn’t feel comfortable reminding them individually about this since I was asking a favor and didn’t want them to feel pressured.  I did put a note on the Elmo during their break saying to put signed forms in my basket. 

One child who has been home schooled before this year didn’t bring hers back but came to tell me that her mother wouldn’t let her be used in any research for any purpose.  A few other students volunteered that their parents and they were willing, but they kept leaving the forms on the kitchen table or something. I knew the parents of all students I had formerly taught. The first—and only—three I got back by the time I wanted to start interviews were from the girls I described above.   After I had almost finished interviewing them, I announced that I needed a fourth person, preferably a male, because I wasn’t going to have the full three hours of taping that I needed. (This was true although I could probably have dragged out more time from the girls if I had needed to.)  The boy brought his signed form back the next day.  Getting forms from these students is always an incredible hassle. With the exception of the one participant interviewed whom I didn’t teach last year, I believe that the others were conscientious about returning their forms partly out of a sense of obligation.  They were all interested in the project to varying degrees, but I fear they took time from their busy schedules as a return favor. 

I had written recommendations for two of the students (the boy and one girl) last year that helped them get into competitive summer programs. The other girl that I knew was my advisee last year on her culminating project.  We had spent a lot of time together on that, and I had also helped her with some academic and social problems she had when she first entered governor’s school.  The third girl volunteered simply because she was intrigued, I think.  She was very interested in what I was doing—in the process. 

While I believe that they agreed to help me because I had helped them, I do think that they were essentially honest and open.  I don’t think they have any idea how I feel about broadcasts, and they did not tell me everything was wonderful.  Occasionally I got the impression that one would answer in a way designed to impress me—not please me necessarily—but impress me.  I expect that everyone who is interviewed does that to some extent, though; it is simply human nature.  I don’t consider that a huge flaw. 

I don’t know that I want to make any changes in our relationship during the rest of my project.  I think we all see their role as being collaborators, which is what I wanted.  I will probably let them see my analysis after I finish.  It depends on how that goes.  They have already looked at transcripts of their own interviews;  they were curious.  Once I had finished all interviews, I gave each student a $10 gift certificate for Borders to thank them.  They were pleased, I think. 


Data Collection. I observed one government class broadcast before anyone discussed the project with students. I sat in the front of the room so that I could see their faces while they watched a lesson on the broadcast system. I think they thought that I was working on other work.  I took random notes.  I didn’t know where to look.  There are only 20 kids in that class, but I found the experience very confusing and frustrating. At that stage, I thought I might be basing my research on observations. I had decided that interviews would work better when Dr. Maxwell suggested the same thing. Below is a chart that lists the dates and times of observations and interviews. 

	Observation
	Date
	Time
	Place

	Government
	Mon., March 
	12:50 – 2:00 PM
	Room 222 CFHS

	Interview
	Dates Interviewed
	Time Interviewed
	Place Interviewed

	Molly
	Wed., March 8, 2006
Tues., March 14, 2006
	11:00 – 11:20 AM
11:00 – 11:20 AM
	Room 224 CFHS
Room 224 CFHS

	Karen
	Thurs., March 9, 2006
Tues., March 21, 2006
	11:00 – 11:20 AM
11:00 – 11:20 AM
	Room 224 CFHS
Room 224 CFHS

	Tori
	Wed., March 15, 2006
Fri., March 17, 2006
	11:00 – 11:20 AM
11:00 – 11:20 AM
	Room 224 CFHS
Room 240 CFHS

	Donald
	Wed., March 22, 2006
	11:00 – 11:20 AM
	Room 240 CFHS

	Email
	
	
	

	All 4
	Thurs., March 23, 2006
	Requesting email response to question


We have been fairly informal about when the interviews take place.  Sometimes they have last minute homework to do or a project to work on.  Sometimes I have last minute administrative tasks I have to do. Occasionally all of the rooms were occupied, and we couldn’t get quiet or privacy.  (I have discovered that quiet is imperative as is my not making sympathetic noises as I listen. Trying to hear and transcribe another person over, “Um hmm,” is impossible!)  I have interviewed the girls on two different dates, for 20 minutes each time.  I have interviewed the boy once for 20 minutes. At this point I need to do final interviews with all of them. (I will do only two with the boy because of time constraints.) I plan to wait for final interviews until after I do my data analysis in case I need specific information. I asked many of the questions on my interview guide and others that came up during each talk, but I am sure that there are others I will need to ask after I see what themes emerge. I have done some data analysis during the past weeks as I transcribe, but nothing formal.  I have had informal conversations twice a week for the past three weeks when it is my turn to baby sit for the daily study hall.    I plan on observing a broadcast again this week—specifically my four participants.  This will be a more focused observation and may help to verify their perceptions of their own behavior—or it may be a waste of time. I have not talked with their instructors.  I may after I get more into data analysis. I am afraid at this stage that I will be prejudiced by those discussions.

