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Final Reflection


Dr. Norton and Dr. Gagnon were the two professors I selected as being most and  least like me.  Dr. Norton and I share similar interests—we’re both middle aged females (although since the fifties are purportedly the new thirties, perhaps we only feel and look middle-aged!) and have just spent two years working together on an online academy; we have similar academic backgrounds in the humanities.  Epistemologically and philosophically, I am much more comfortable with Aristotle and Kant than quantitative or qualitative social science research. Dr. Gagnon is a youngish male; moreover, I am not and never have been a special education teacher or worked with incarcerated students.  Even though he and his work are alien to me, there were connections. I firmly believe that we pay now or pay later when we educate or fail to educate people, and I have no desire to live in a world full of dangerous, scared people; therefore, I am behind his research. Also, I have worked with gifted adolescent males—the real ones who are badly served by our educational system and on the verge of spinning out of control at any moment, not just the ones who are successful students, gifted athletes, and so on ad nauseam. I understand the value of Dr. Gagnon’s work and his motivation as much as I do Dr. Norton’s.  I found this to be true all semester: superficial differences transformed into qualities to admire and emulate. I still don’t know what I want to be when I grow up, but I do know that I want to feel the same passion, commitment, and intellectual excitement for my world and my work that these folks do.  And all of their research is just so enticing. . . .

