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     Most countries have their own unique culture, and it is reflected in many ways. Korea also has a unique culture and there are various representations of it like kimchi, giwa, a unique roof style in Korea, and samulnoli a sort of music. Korea also has its own alphabet, Hangeul. But Hangeul is more than just an alphabet. It is a proud and unique representation of the importance of education and equality in Korean culture. 

     Hangeul is designed for the Korean language. It is composed 14 consonants and 10 vowels and it is famous for its systematic, concise, and creative characters. King Sejong of Josun created it in the 1440s to make an alphabet that made reading and writing Korean easier. It has  five basic consonants, ㄱ,ㄴ,ㅁ,ㅅ,ㅇ. You make other consonants by adding only one line to these basic consonants, ㅋ,ㄷ,ㅂ,ㅈ,ㅎ. This idea is also used in the case of vowels. For example, ㅏ,ㅓ,ㅗ,ㅜ is built on by ㅡ.ㅣ and these letters also create other vowels like ㅑ,ㅕ,ㅛ,ㅠ, etc., by adding one line, so Hangeul has systematic characters. The letters are phonetic, and each letter has its own sound, so it is easy to read and write Korean words written with these letters. This is not the case in the Chinese and English alphabets, in which several letters exist that have the same phoneme. For example, 'k' and 'c' in English are different letters but sometimes they have the same pronunciation,[k], so it is difficult to decide which letter is right to write when someone hears the sound. Of course this means although 'k' is one letter, it is pronounced various ways. But Hangeul doesn't have these “problem” characters, so it is regarded as a more “brief” alphabet than others. Another unique feature of Hangeul is that each letter is modeled on a speech organ. For example, the letter‘ㅁ’ is modeled on the mouth shape, and the letter 'ㄴ’ is modeled on the tongue shape when it touches the fore-teeth. By these creative characters, Koreans can pronounce letters without phonetic symbols. 

     The phonetic one-to-one character of Hanguel characters is important, but the most important thing about the alphabet is that it was created to make reading and writing easy. In the Chosun age when King Sejong made Hangeul, there existed three ranks among Korean people. The highest people, nobles, thought people in other ranks were worthless even though nobles could live without anxiety since other ranks' people worked hard instead of them. The nobles also thought people in lower ranks didn't deserve to be educated and considered it was their own right to learn letters, so many people in the lower ranks didn't know letters. Even if some commoners wanted to learn letters, it was impossible to learn because the letters noble used were very difficult. At that time, nobles adored everything related to China, so they learned and used Chinese characters, which are famous for difficulty in terms of reading and writing. Many nobles didn't care about the fact that most commoners were unlettered people at all, but King Sejong was different from other nobles. He was concerned about poor commoners’ lives, especially their illiteracy. When King Sejong tried to develop commoners’ lives through public notes, he always failed to transmit the contents because commoners couldn't read the notes that he presented because of their illiteracy, so King Sejong made Hangeul easy to learn and read. When he made and proclaimed Hangeul, absolutely nobles resisted the king's behavior. They didn't understand why the king made efforts for commoners and didn't keep the respect of China. Nevertheless, King Sejong persevered in his opinion. As a result, Hangeul allowed commoners to read and write letters and contributed to equality in Korean society because knowing letters gave them chances to be educated and raise their own power, and this effect has continued until now. People in modern Korea are not separated into noble and common classes. Nowadays the Korean illiteracy rate is near the zero percent mark. This is because Hangeul has helped Korea people of all types have access to acquiring knowledge. Because all types of people can be educated, Korean society is more equal now than it was in the past. It is not a surprise that in modern Korea an emphasis on education; it is because of King Sejong and his alphabet. 
   There are a few countries that have their own alphabet, and Korea is one of lucky countries that does. Hangeul has systematic, concise, and creative characters and this permits many people to learn and read without difficulty. Especially in the age when King Sejong made Hangeul, there were many commoners who were unlettered. But after he proclaimed Hangeul, many people, even though they were in lower ranks, came to learn and read letters and they acquired chances to improve themselves like nobles. Now Korean society is more equalitarian than its way in the past, and it has one of the highest literacy rates in the world.   Hangeul is not the only reason for this, but the alphabet has had an important role in creating modern Korean society.  

