George Mason University
Department of Modern & Classical Languages

Fall 2010 CHINESE 365-001 – Reading Fictions after Mao 

Class Meeting Time:      TR3:00 p.m.- 4:15 p.m.
Class Meeting Place:      Aquia 346
Instructor:                       Shen, Xiaohong
Office Location:              Aquia 304
Office Hours:                  TR 1:00p.m.-2:00p.m.
E-mail:                            whitetreeshen@163.com
Course website: http://mason.gmu.edu/~kzhang/index.html


Course Description
This course will explore the phases of literary development and the various literary currents of modern Chinese literature written after the Cultural Revolution. Readings and discussions of primary texts - mainly short stories - will cover the major stages that the revival and unfolding of Chinese literary endeavor on the Mainland, which began in 1976, underwent. The literary analysis will focus on themes, subjects, language, and styles. Discussion of the texts will pay particular attention to how Chinese writers cope with a traumatic recent past, how they negotiate their position between a newly gained sense of individuality, on the one hand, and the Chinese state, on the other, and what the latest literary trends reveal about the role of literature in Chinese society and culture. 

Course Objectives
The course will

· acquaint students with the major phases of literary development in post-Mao China and with the social and political context that has strongly shaped the revival and literary development of contemporary Chinese literature 

· familiarize students with approaches to the reading and study of narrative prose such as short fiction and provide guidance in discussing both the literary and socio-political dimensions of the texts.

· place the study and discussion of contemporary Chinese literature within the historical, cultural, and social context of its time, thus suggesting further avenues of inquiry to the student with an interest in China, her culture, society, and people.

Textbooks:    
China’s Ideals and Perplexities, An advanced-Level Textbook for Modern Chinese. Selected and Annotated by Mien-hwa Chiang, Chinese Linguistics Project, Princeton University, 2000

Course Requirements and Grading

Regular attendance, thorough preparation of reading assignments, participation in classroom discussions, and the upkeep of a reading journal in either Chinese or English are required to obtain a satisfactory grade. Students are encouraged to strengthen their background knowledge regarding the readings outside of class. A bibliography recommending general and specific readings will be provided for this purpose. The structure of the syllabus reflects the main phases and currents that have shaped and directed the growth of contemporary Chinese literature after Mao. 

1. Classroom attendance, preparation, and participation in discussions (20%)
Students are expected to attend all sessions except in case of emergencies. More than three absences will result in a final grade deduction. Participation includes the thorough preparation of all readings and other assignments. 

2. Reading response journal (in Chinese or English 20%)
Students are required to keep a reading response journal, in which they record their reactions, thoughts, and questions to the texts. Keeping such a journal helps students to articulate their thoughts and reactions to a literary text in a structured and deliberate way, thus also providing a solid basis for productive discussions in the classroom. 
3.  Tests   (20%)
There will be a test after each Chapter.  There will be no make-up tests or tests taken in advance, unless the student has a legitimate reason and informs the instructor in a timely fashion.  More details will be given in class.
4. Quizzes (10%)

In addition to chapter tests there are 8 short quizzes. Students are allowed to drop two quiz grades (including zero for a missed quiz).
5.  Homework (30%)
Homework will be due no later than the day of the test.  Late homework will be corrected, but no credit will be given for it.  
Grading Scale 
A         100-93 
A-         92-90 
B+         89-87 
B           86-83 
B-          82-80 
C+         79-77 
C           76-70 
D           69-60 
F            59- 0 


Session Schedule 

	Date
	Class 
	Homework

	Week 1
8/31 T
	Introduction to the Course
	 

	9/2 R
	今天是星期二 vocabulary

	 

	Week 2 
9/ 7 T
	今天是星期二 vocabulary


	 

	9/9   R
	Quiz&今天是星期二 text
	 

	Week 3
9/14  T
	今天是星期二 text 
	   

	9/16  R
	Quiz&今天是星期二 drills  
	 

	Week 4
9/21 T
	今天是星期二 discussion
	 

	9/23 R
	今天是星期二 review & test 
	 Homework 1 Due

	Week 5
9/28 T
	第三次浪潮vocabulary

	 

	9/30 R
	第三次浪潮vocabulary

	 

	Week 6
10/5 T
	Quiz&第三次浪潮text

	 

	10/7  R
	第三次浪潮 text
	

	Week 7
10/12 T
	Columbus Day recess
Tuesday classes do not meet this week
	 

	10/14 R
	Quiz&第三次浪潮 drills
	 

	Week 8
10/19 T
	第三次浪潮 discussion
	 

	10/21 R
	第三次浪潮 review & test
	 Homework 2 Due

	Week 9

10/26 T
	海龟 vocabulary
	

	 10/28 R
	海龟vocabulary
	

	Week 10

11/2 T
	Quiz&海龟 text
	 

	11/4 R
	海龟 text
	 

	Week 11

11/9 T
	Quiz&海龟drills
	 

	11/11 R
	海龟 discussion
	 

	Week 12

11/16 T
	海龟 review & test
	Homework 3 Due

	11/18 R
	我与地坛 vocabulary
	 

	Week 13

11/23 T
	我与地坛 vocabulary 
	 

	11/25 R
	Happy Thanksgiving!  
No class.
	 

	Week 14

11/30/ T 
	Quiz&我与地坛 text
	

	12/2 R
	我与地坛text
	

	Week 15
12/7  T
	Quiz&我与地坛 drills
	 

	12/9  R
	我与地坛 discussion
	 

	Week 16

12/16 R
1:30p.m.-4:15p.m.
	4:30p.m.-7:15p.m.

我与地坛test as Final Written Exam.  (in our classroom)

Happy Holidays! 
	 Homework 4 Due
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