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President Hammond was justified in suspending democratic procedures for the time that he did. His actions were acceptable because the country was experiencing the harshness of the Great Depression, and the government was corrupted by men who only wanted to gain wealth. The government wasn’t doing anything to help its people before President Hammond’s enlightenment.  The laws that were passed were not in the best interest of the people, and the masses were suffering because of it. After his divine intervention, his actions could be perceived as un-democratic.  He ignored and later dismissed Congress, and he didn’t give a fair trial to the known gangster Nick Diamond and simply had him and his gang executed. The depression and the refusal of his cabinet and congress to act called for desperate or extreme actions.  They were in the way, in a sense of progress and their refusal prevented him from saving the nation.  He threatened foreign leaders to disarm to repay their World War I debts with a display of force, and if they didn’t, the U.S. would build the biggest military the world had ever seen. We agreed that the film is fascist. When one thinks of a fascist, one thinks of Mussolini and his relation to Hitler and then genocide. They are why fascism has a negative connotation, whereas in the film, President Hammond displays it in a positive light. His actions were in favor of the people, and everything he did was for their empowerment and benefit.
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	1. Was President Hammond justified in suspending democratic procedures in the film?  Exactly what does he do and how might his actions be seen as undemocratic?  Does the Depression and the inability or refusal of Congress and the Cabinet to act, justify what he does?  What about the issue of foreign debts and the arms race?   Finally, do you agree with those who say that the film is fascist?  


· I believe that president Hammond was justified in suspending democratic procedures in the film. During this time to get work done there was no other decision but to suspend them. The government was in a horrible state at the time, and progress was not being made. It was important during this time that changes were made and the way the government was, things were gonna happen. The politicians were to busy worried about themselves, and having things better for their party instead of the people of the United States. This party centered government was not the type of government that was best for the country.

· Hammond fires his cabinet when he comes back with Gabriel in his body, he also goes to speak to congress and he tells them that either they do what he wants to help the country or he will declare marshall law. When this happens, congress votes, and they do as he asks. During the time in wich he is out things change dramatically. Hammond goes out and tries to help all of the poor people, and get rid of all the bootleggers. He also has when people are arrested he takes away the offical trial, and makes it so that the people who arrested during this time instead of going to court go to a tribune in which a group of people chosen by President Hammond. These actions might be seen as undemocratic because Congress wich is the representation of the people is no longer working. This means that the people are not being represented and it an absolute monarch with no checks to balance the power.

· I believe that the situation in which the country was in does give just reason for him to do that, because the government was not acting. The country was sinking further and further into a whole in which without action they would not be able to get out of. The purpose of the government was to serve the people, or to make things right for the majority of the people. If the government is not doing their job right and serving the people properly then the people have the right to overthrow the government. The Governments job is not to serve themselves. The president was simply doing his job when he was tyring to get rid of the corrupt politicians and get things done.

· I know that the president was trying to make things better for the country, so i do believe that anything that he is doing to try and better the country is justified. Though it wasnt even on the plate to be dealt with at the time, he took the initiative to make the country better. Not only was he attempting to make the country better, but he was trying to make the world better.

· I do not believe that the film was fascist. Though he was leading the country on his own, he was not doing things wrong, and he was not a bad leader. During the entire time in which he was the sole leader, he was doing good things, and went after the bad people in the country.
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In the midst of a crisis actions must sometimes be taken that would not be morally justified under any other premise. That does not make these actions right or proper, only a necessary evil of the times. When President Hammond suspended the democratic process of the United States, he became a tyrant and dictator. However, his goals were to aid the citizens who were suffering because of the depression and to put a stop to the danger present because of the existence of gangsters. Since no democratic means could move Congress and the Senate to take these actions, for the good of the nation, President Hammond takes the responsibility for carrying out these actions on himself. At the time, it was necessary to be done. The show of military power to foreign nations was a demonstrations of the horrors of the future of mankind. In this demonstration President Hammond brought about the concession for all nations to disarm and to coexist in peace. While the means may be frowned upon, the necessity of the mission at the time willed the existence of such actions. While President Hammond’s actions may seem undemocratic, fascism isn’t something that was meant to be inherent in his actions. What he did was to rise to the occasion and become the leader of the people as was necessary. When the state needs a strong charismatic leader, someone must fill that role, and the transformed president Hammond was the perfect avatar for this leader.

