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French 525-001 – Fall 2008




Professor Janine Ricouart


Studies in Modern French Literature 



Office: T 235 C Wed. 3:30-4:30

French 441 – Fall 2008 




http://mason.gmu.edu/~jricouar

20th. Century French Prose 




Email: jricouar@gmu.edu

Wed. 4:30-7:10 - T227




Phone: (703) 993-1593  
This course will explore issues dealing with the literature of 20th century France and Quebec. We will examine the notion of “Frenchness” and “francophone studies” and discuss the works of French authors who have influenced the literature of the 20th Century as well as the works of important twentieth century writers from Québec as they tackle various personal and political topics including violence, justice, art, postmodern construction of self in fiction, theatre and film. We’ll examine notions of identity expressed in the mise-en-scène of crises in France (Sartre), Post-colonial France (Vietnam) and North-American society (Québec).  
Objectives: This course seeks to develop or improve the student's ability 1) to read with discernment 20th century writers from France and Québec; 2) to think critically; 3) to discuss and write about literature by using appropriate analytical terminology and other tools. 
Requirements: To succeed in this class, try to accomplish all these activities successfully: 
I) Read all material assigned for each class and be ready to discuss any aspect of the material on a weekly basis. You are expected to participate actively in each class discussion and comment on the material assigned. It is essential that you keep up with the reading schedule; 

II) Participate actively in classroom discussion and life! 

III) Use the library extensively to do your own research on any aspect dealing with the topic of this course and of particular interest to you; do not rely on the internet for your sources! 
III) Present two oral repors: each student will schedule a 20-30 mn. oral presentation in class, according to her/his interest; you should prepare a one-page outline of your presentation to distribute to the students before your presentation; you are encouraged to work with the classmate presenting on the same author to avoid repetitions. You may also present together on the same day. Please use Power Point for the main aspects of your paper (Do not put your whole presentation on Power Point!) 
IV) Write two papers (one midterm and one final; 441: 6-8 pages; 525: 10-12 pages each, typed, double-spaced, stapled only). One paper can deal with the text used for your oral presentation and the other is to be on an author and text other than the one used for your oral presentation. In your two essays, you should try to explore different issues relevant to 20th Century French literature.  This could be the beginning of a master’s thesis! Follow guidelines for the format of your papers. 
General guidelines: 
I) The class will be conducted entirely in French (this includes all class discussions and oral presentations). Since participation is an important part of the grade, every student is expected to come to class prepared (books read, assignments completed,..) in order to fully participate in class discussions. You are expected to be on time and to remain during each entire class session. Attendance and participation are important components of this class. 

II) For all written work submitted, FOLLOW THE MLA HANDBOOK FOR FORMAT AND REFERENCES: ie: Page numbering on the whole document; all pages double spaced, including the last page (Textes cités); one margin all around; 12 point font… Also: on the first page on the right hand side corner, single-spaced: first and last name, class number, and date in French; middle line, centered: title of the assignment (such as: Résumé de..., Essai sur… NOM...: this will identify specifically the assignment. Type accents directly (don’t  add them by hand). 

III) If you miss a class, you will need to contact a fellow student to find out what was covered in class and what the assignment is for the next class. I cannot answer email and phone requests for assignments. The assignments and schedule of events should be posted on Blackboard regularly.

IV) Late work will incur lower grades. If you are ill or have a MAJOR reason to turn in an assignment late, you must request permission ahead of time if at all possible. We must adhere to the schedule as much as possible. Therefore, if you miss your oral presentation you must find a student willing to switch her/his date with you. This will avoid serious trouble for the whole group. If you did not give the teacher ample time to reschedule ahead of class time or you did not find a substitute for your presentation date, you will automatically receive an F for that assignment. 
Disability Resource Center (DRC): 

If you have special needs, please let your instructor know at the beginning of the semester and contact the DRC (at 703-993-1274) in order to help you and your instructor set up your learning space. 

Honor Code: 

The Honor Code is in force for all work submitted for a grade in this course and can be found in the current issue of the University Catalog.

Grading system: 

active class participation



25 %

two oral presentations




25 %

one midterm paper 




25 %

one final paper 




25 %

Personal notes for the course: 

Calendrier du cours (changements possibles)
Classes le mercredi : 16h30-19h10 
(pause de 10 mn vers le milieu du cours) 

27 Août: 
Introduction: Organisation et contrat du cours : attentes de la prof et des étudiant-e-s ; Inscriptions pour les présentations orales. 

Lecture : Quels sont les mouvements littéraires et les auteurs majeurs du 20ème siècle ? Qu’est-ce que la francophonie ? Pourquoi inclure le Québec ? 
3 Sept. 
Sartre : Les mots 
présentation orale 1: A. 



B. 
10 Sept. 
Sartre : Les mots 



présentation orale 2: 
A : 



B. 



C. 
17 Sept.
Duras : L’amant 


présentation orale 3 : A : 



B. 
24 Sept. 
Duras : L’amant 


présentation orale 4 : 
A : 



B. 



C. 
1er Oct.

Hébert : Kamouraska
présentation orale 5:
A : 



B. 
8 Oct.

Hébert : Kamouraska
présentation orale 6: 
A : 



B. 



C. 
15 Oct.

Essai de mi-trimestre à me rendre (imprimé sur papier) au début de la classe 

(sur l’un des trois auteurs déjà vus durant la première partie du semestre)
Lecture : Introduction à la littérature québécoise. 
22 Oct. 
Monette : Les rouleurs 

présentation orale 7: A : 



B. 
29 Oct.

Monette : Les rouleurs 
présentation orale 8: 

A : 



B



C. 
5 Nov.  
Brossard : Hier  
présentation orale 9: A : 



B


12 Nov. 
Brossard : Hier  

présentation orale 10:

A : 



B



C. 
19 Nov.
Blais : Naissance de Rebecca  
présentation orale 11:
A : 



B
26 Nov. 
Fête de Merci Donnant 

3 Déc. 

Blais : Naissance de Rebecca  

présentation orale 12:

A : 



B 



C. 
10 Déc. : 
Essai final à me remettre (imprimé sur papier) avant 17 heures (sur l’un des 


trois auteurs vus durant la deuxième partie du semestre). 

