PAGE  
5
Draft with  L.Reed’s Revisions – Historical Notes




11/23/04

	1965-1981: Major Civil Rights Legislation

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	1965, Elementary and Secondary Education Act (PL 89-10)
	
	Provided major expansion of Federal aid to schools, primarily to schools with large numbers of poor children.  Title or Chapter I provided funding for remedial reading, math, and language classes for children in low income families
	

	1965, The Voting Rights Act
	
	Prohibits discrimination based on race, color, or national origin against U.S. citizens' right to vote.
	

	1965, The Higher Education Act (Public Law 89-329)
	
	Provided money for college libraries, classroom equipment, research, community service, and teacher training programs. 

Authorized federally insured student loans.
	

	1965, Executive Order 11246
	
	All government contractors must implement affirmative action
	

	1965, Immigration Act (also known as Hart-Celler Act)
	
	Immigration Reform Act dismantled the system of racial and national origin quotas that had been in place since 1882.  

In its place, it created a variety of preferences based on occupation, family status, etc.  The principal impact was to abolish strict quotas that had virtually prevented immigration from Asian countries. This was the most significant law in stimulating the increased immigration that started in the 1970s.
	

	1968, Bilingual Education Act (amendments to Elementary and Secondary Education Act)
	
	Added a new Title VII to ESEA; primary federal legislative effort to provide equal educational opportunity to language minority students.

Provided federal funding to encourage local school districts to try approaches incorporating native-language instruction 

Passed during an era of growing immigration and an energized civil rights movement 

Law was reauthorized in 1974, 1978, 1984, 1988, and 1994.
	 

	Paolo Freire, 1921-1997
	
	
	1970, publishes Pedagogy of the Oppressed

Describes education as the Practice of Freedom.  States that education is not neutral. The interaction between “teacher and students does not occur within a vacuum,” but in a complex social context.

	Title IX, Educational Amendments Act of 1972 (Title 20 U.S. Code Sections 1681-1688)
	
	Title IX of the 1972 federal Education Amendments prohibited discrimination based on sex in educational institutions that received federal aid.

Although its impact on intercollegiate athletics has garnered the most visibility, the amendments applied to all activities of institutions of higher education (admissions, course offerings, etc.)
	

	1973, Vocational Rehabilitation Act, Section 504 (PL 93-112) (Title 29 U.S. Code, Chapter 16)
	
	Prohibits discrimination based on disability and applies to any program that receives federal financial support.

Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is generally regarded as the first federal "civil rights" statute for people with disabilities. 

Section 504 of the Act is aimed at making educational programs and facilities accessible to all students.
	

	1974, Equal Educational Opportunity Act (20 U.S. Code 1703)
	
	Provided definitions of what constituted denial of equal educational opportunity.  Among other things, the Act prohibited:  “...the failure by an educational agency to take appropriate action to overcome language barriers that impede equal participation by students in an instructional program.”
	

	1974, Lau v. Nichols, U.S. Supreme Court Decision
	
	U.S. Supreme Court that public schools must teach English to foreign language-speaking students.

The case involves the San Francisco school system, which does not provide any instruction in English to some 1,800 Chinese-speaking pupils. The court holds that, under the Civil Rights Act of 1964, districts receiving federal funds must provide either a bilingual or English as a second language (ESL) program whenever students of a non-English speaking minority are enrolled in significant numbers.
	In 1975, the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW) established “the Lau Remedies,” which provided some basic guidelines for schools with Limited English Proficient (LEP) students.

Discontinued by the Reagan Administration.

	1975, Education of all Handicapped Children Act (EAHCA)  (PL 94-142) [After 1978 and 1986 amendments, the act was renamed the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in 1990; it was amended again in 1997.]
	
	Guaranteed all children in the United States, regardless of their abilities or disabilities, a free, appropriate, public education, beginning at age 5.  This law mandated that all children with disabilities receive a free, appropriate public education regardless of the level or severity of their disability. PL 94-142 addressed key issues regarding the education of children with disabilities:

Provided federal funding to the states to partially support special education services.  Designated eligibility for children ages 3 to 21  

Established Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) Outlined a due process procedure.
	

	1979, Department of Education Organization Act (PL 96-88) (20 U.S. Code3401 et seq.)
	
	President Carter signed the Department of Education Organization Act on October 17, 1979.  The Department was activated on May 4, 1980, its functions transferred from the former Department of HEW (which was renamed Health and Human Services).  Its primary functions are to administer federal funding programs involving education and to enforce federal educational laws involved with privacy and civil rights
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