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	1945-1965: A Struggle for Educational Equality

	Civil Rights Movement and the War Against Poverty

Public schools became a major battleground as minorities and women fought for equal rights, resources, and opportunities

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	Post WW II years
	GIs, including many African American soldiers and pilots who had fought bravely in Europe and the Pacific, returned to a segregated society.

Segregation continues to be legal.  In 1948, by order of President Truman, the Army became one of the first desegregated institutions in US society. 
	
	

	1952, Zorach v. Clausen, U.S. Supreme Court Ruling
	
	Supreme Court finds that religious instruction during school hours does not violate the First Amendment of the Constitution as long as it takes place off school grounds and is conducted by teachers or religious figures independent of and not paid by the school.
	

	1954, McCarran-Walter Immigration Act
	
	The McCarran-Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act ended the racially based naturalization ban and the 1924 ban on Asian immigration, but enacted strict quotas by nationality (overwhelmingly favoring immigrants from western Europe) which remained in place until the 1960s.
	

	1954, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, U.S. Supreme Court Ruling
	
	Landmark Supreme Court decision rescinded Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), which supported the separate but equal doctrine.

Established the principle of equal educational opportunity for all students: “...where a state has undertaken to provide an opportunity for an education in its public schools, such opportunity is a right which must be made available to all on equal terms.”
	

	Noam Chomsky, 1957
	
	
	Published Syntactic Structures. The Hague: Mouton.

Revolution in linguistics – casts doubt on behaviorist view of second language learning

1965 – suggested that humans have an innate/inbuilt cognitive readiness for language (LAD)

	1957-1958, Chomsky-Skinner Debate
	
	
	From Empiricism (e.g., Skinner) to Cognitivism (e.g., Chomsky). Debate had enormous consequences for language instruction and policy

	1957, Little Rock 9 Come to School
	
	
	One of America's most important civil rights events.  “Nine Negro students attended Little Rock Central High School last week for the first time in history. They arrived at the school Wednesday, September 25, accompanied by crack paratroopers of the U.S. Army's 101st Airborne Division.”

	October 4, 1957, Soviet Union Launches Sputnik, First Artificial Earth Satellite
	
	
	International events in these years helped renew an interest in language instruction. 

Curriculum reforms resulted in improved instruction not only in math and science, but in foreign languages as well.

	1959, Fidel Castro Seizes Power in Cuba
	The revolution in Cuba brought many new Spanish-speaking residents to southern Florida, particularly to the area around Miami.
	
	Beginning in 1959, public schools in Florida introduced bilingual programs. 

By 1963, the practice drew national notice for its effectiveness (Gonzalez, 1979). Soon Spanish began to be taught bilingually again in the Southwest. 1968-1980

	1962, Engel v Vitale, U.S. Supreme Court Ruling
	
	In a ruling on this New York case, the Supreme Court held that the idea of state-sponsored or state-mandated prayer in schools was contrary to the First Amendment's ban against the establishment of religion, even if the prayer was non-denominational and even if parents are permitted to ask for their children to be excused.
	

	1962, Peal and Lambert Study

(Peal, E. & Lambert, W.E. (1962). The relation of bilingualism to intelligence. Psychological Monographs. 76).

	
	
	Research, conducted in Montreal, examined ten-year-old bilingual and monolingual children. Challenged preceding studies. Found that bilingual children:

· Showed significant improvements in their cognitive performance,

· Performed significantly better than monolingual children both on the verbal and the nonverbal intelligence tests

Study concluded that the bilingual child had mental flexibility, superiority in concept formation, and a more diversified set of mental abilities than their monolingual counterparts did.

	1963, Florida’s Coral Way Elementary School (Dade County)
	
	
	America’s first dual language elementary school: all students receive instruction in language arts, science, social studies, and mathematics in English and Spanish by teachers proficient in the language.

Coral Way responded to the educational needs of Cuban children who began arriving in the early 1960s

	1963, Abingdon School District v. Schempp, U.S. Supreme Court Decision
	
	The Supreme Court rules that public schools cannot start the day with required prayer or Bible reading
	

	1964, Civil Rights Act (PL 88-352)
	
	Law provided that every student has a right to meaningful and effective instruction. 

Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin against students of any school receiving federal financial assistance;

Title VII prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin against employees of any school receiving federal financial assistance
	Act was interpreted as prohibiting denial of equal access to education because of a language minority student's limited proficiency in English.

	1964, The Economic Opportunity Act
	
	Act initiated most of the "Great Society" programs such as the Job Corps, Community Service, Work-Study for needy college students, and HEAD START for preschool children from low-income homes.
	President Johnson thought the Head Start program would revolutionize grade school teaching by giving disadvantaged 4-year-olds (now 4 and 3-year-olds) advantages that attentive, literate, more affluent parents give to their children
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