PAGE  
4
Draft with  L.Reed’s Revisions – Historical Notes




11/23/04

	1920-1945: Between World War I and the End of World War II

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	Mid-1920s, Bilingual Education
	
	
	Bilingual schooling was largely dismantled throughout the country.  Bilingualism was considered detrimental to a person’s mental health. [IQ Testing: Bilinguals & Monolinguals compared in their IQ scores].

Monolingualism was believed to be superior to bilingualism. [Saer, D. J. (1923). The effects of bilingualism on intelligence. British Journal of Psychology, 14, 25-38].

English-only instruction continued as the norm for limited English proficient (LEP) students until the 1960s, when its failure could no longer be ignored. By that time, LEP students in English-only classrooms were falling behind in their academic studies and dropping out of school at alarming rates.

	1924, Immigration Reforms
	
	The Johnson-Reed Act limits annual European immigration to 2 percent of the number of nationality groups in the United States in 1890

Act denies entry to virtually all Asians. Oriental Exclusion Act prohibits most immigration from Asia, including foreign-born wives and children of U.S. citizens of Chinese ancestry.
	

	1929-1930s, Great Depression
	October 29, 1929, Black Tuesday, the stock market crashed. In a two day period, the stock market lost a quarter of its total value.  This served as the opening event of the Great Depression, during which hundreds of banks failed and more than 25 percent of  the workforce was unemployed.

Despite massive spending by the Roosevelt administration on economic stabilization and recovery programs, the U.S. didn’t fully shake off the effects of the Depression until the rearmament for World War II restored full employment.
	
	With cash money in short supply parents were unable to provide their children with the necessary clothes, supplies, and textbooks (which were not furnished in some states) to attend school.

	1930s, Education of African Americans
	
	
	In the 1930s, many, if not most, African Americans in the South had no high school to attend, separate or otherwise. Only one in five was enrolled. 

By the 1950s, fewer than one in five were receiving a diploma.

	1932, Tracking and Use of Intelligence Tests
	
	
	A survey of 150 school districts reveals that three quarters of them are using so-called intelligence testing to place students in different academic tracks.

	B.F. Skinner, 1904-1990
	
	
	B. F. Skinner publishes his first book The Behavior of Organisms (1938).

Skinner maintained that learning occurred because of the organism responding to, or operating on, its environment, and coined the term operant conditioning to describe this phenomenon.

	Japanese Internment Camps, March 1942-December 1944
	After the US declared war on Japan, over 120,000 Japanese-Americans living in Pacific Coast states and Hawaii were rounded up and interned in Department of Justice camps.  The vast majority of the internees (many of whom were US citizens) lost their farms, businesses, homes, and other property through government seizure.  The camps were also used to incarcerate more than 2000 "dangerous persons" of Japanese ancestry taken from 12 Latin American countries by the US State and Justice Departments.
	President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066. 

This act based on ethnicity permitted the military to bypass the constitutional safeguards of American citizens in the name of national defense. 
Under the terms of Executive Order 9066 some 120,000 people of Japanese descent living in the US were removed from their homes and placed in internment camps. The order excluded persons of Japanese ancestry then living on the West Coast from residing and working in certain locations.
	60,000 Japanese Americans were children.
 

	1944, Gunnar Myrdal
	Myrdal publishes An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy.  
The book concludes that the denial of full citizenship rights and opportunity to black Americans is the great “American dilemma”
	
	

	1944, GI Bill: Servicemens’ Readjustment Act
	
	Congress passed The Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944,” which provided many benefits to veterans of World War II. 
(G.I. was an affectionate nickname for U.S. soldiers at the time, standing for "government issue," a phrase stamped on all their clothing and equipment.)

The education and training provisions existed until 1956, providing benefits to nearly 10 million veterans.
	World War II veterans became the most educated generation until that time.

Even though half of the World War II veterans were from families who had suffered poverty incomes during the Great Depression, about two-thirds were not high school graduates (average schooling was 8 plus years), and many graduates had skipped high school college preparatory courses (because they never expected to go to college).
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