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	1890s-1919

	Massive immigration, child labor laws, and the explosive growth of cities fueled school attendance and transformed public education.

Progressive Education
World War I

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	1890s
	
	The second Morrill Act (passed in 1890) withholds grants from states that deny admission to land grant schools based on race. A state can still receive money if it establishes a separate school for blacks, as many Southern states did.
	Between 1890 and 1910 the Federal government took over all Indian schooling activities 

Thereafter, there were federal boarding schools and contracts with neighboring public schools, together serving a small minority of Indian children, with no concessions to Indian culture.  Within the tribes, Indian education continued in traditional, non-school settings.

	1896: Plessy v Ferguson and “Separate but Equal”
	
	The Supreme Court ruled in Plessy that segregation could be legally enforced so long as the facilities for blacks were equal to those for whites. 

Segregated education – separate but equal
	

	Late 19th - early 20th centuries
	The influx of Eastern and Southern Europeans, as well as Asians, aroused nativist sentiments and prompted the enactment of restrictive language laws.
	
	

	1900, Immigration and Bilingual Education
	Immigration peaked around the turn of the 20th century.  Whereas most previous immigrants had come from the British Isles and Scandinavia, this 3rd wave, (1890-1910), included a majority of immigrants from eastern Europe (nations such as: Austria, Hungary, Italy, and Russia). 

Jews came for religious freedom; Italians and Asians came for work; Russians came to escape persecution 
	A 1911 Federal Immigration Commission report argued [falsely] that the “old” Scandinavian and German immigrants had assimilated quickly, while the "new" Italian and Eastern European immigrants were inferior to their predecessors, less willing to learn English, and more prone to political subversion.
	Over 15 million children, many new immigrants, are enrolled in public schools.

At least 600,000 elementary school students received some part of their education in German.

	1890s-1920s, Progressive Education
	
	
	By 1900, the public school system had expanded into secondary education, consolidated its exclusive hold on public funds, and developed a more bureaucratic structure, especially in urban schools. 

The schools' bureaucratic structure and the increasing proportion of students going to high schools combined to concern educators. Some reformers concluded that the schools were out of touch with the reality of urban, industrial, immigrant America.

Some educators saw the two motives of efficiency and compassion as compatible, and endorsed specialized curricula for different children as well as the schools' involvement in children's social needs and their individual interests.

	1900, Graduation Rates
	
	
	In 1900, only 10 percent of adolescents attended high school, even though an 1874 Michigan Supreme Court decision established public financing for secondary education

In 1900, 6 percent of America’s children graduated from high school.  (By 1945, 51 percent graduated and 40 percent of them went on to college.)

	John Dewey (1859-1952)
	
	
	American philosopher and educator who was one of the founders of the philosophical school of pragmatism, a pioneer in functional psychology, and a leader of the progressive movement in education in the United States

Believed students should be more connected to school as well as outside world.

Advocated experiential learning and life-long learning

Education as an integral part of life

	Dewey’s Laboratory School, 1894
	
	
	Laboratory School at the University of Chicago is founded in 1894. 

John Dewey believed that learning was active and that children came to school to do things; that learning arithmetic would come from learning proportions in cooking or figuring out how long it would take to get from one place to another by mule. He believed that history, how people lived, geography, what the climate was like, and how plants and animals grew, were important subjects.

	1908, The Melting Pot
	Israel Zangwill (1864-1926) a British-Jewish novelist, playwright, and Zionist leader wrote The Melting Pot. The play portrayed an image of America as a crucible wherein the European nationalities would be transformed into a new race.
	
	

	1914-1919, World War I Years
	
	
	Intense anti-German sentiment that accompanied the outbreak of World War I prompted several states, where bilingual schools had been commonplace, to enact extreme language laws.

World War I led to changes in the school curriculum. New importance was given to courses in civics, social studies, and homemaking.

During the war years, many districts established summer programs, which stressed the merits of individual sacrifice and citizenship.

A program of “Americanization” was developed whereby foreigners would be taught to read and write English and study American customs and ideals.

	1919, English-only law
	
	Nebraska passed a law in 1919 prohibiting the use of any other language than English through the eighth grade. 

The Supreme Court subsequently declared the law an unconstitutional violation of due process.
	

	Lewis Terman (1877-1956), 
Professor of Education and Psychology at Stanford University
	
	
	1916, publishes The Measurement of Intelligence.

Terman introduced the Stanford-Binet intelligence test that became widely used in the United States to determine a person's "intellectual ability."

Sorting of people by IQ and academic performance.
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