PAGE  
4
Draft with  L.Reed’s Revisions – Historical Notes




11/23/04

	1860-1899: Civil War, Reconstruction, and Gilded Age (Growth of Nativist Sentiment and Jim Crow)

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	1860, Slavery
	Four million slaves were the catalyst for the Civil War
	
	

	1860-1865, 
US Civil War Years
	
	1862: Congress passes the Morrill Act, or Land Grant Act, which gives vast areas of federal land to states.  It requires States to sell the land and use the money to establish agricultural and technical colleges. 
	In the North, free public schooling was a local reality for whites.  

In the South, the existence of slavery generated some nervousness about widespread popular education, even for poor whites. Nonetheless, the same forces of reform and opposition existed and sounded much like their counterparts in the North.

	1862, 
Emancipation Proclamation
	
	Lincoln signs the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all slaves in areas then in rebellion.
	

	1864, 
Education of Native American Children
	
	Congress makes it illegal for Native Americans to be taught in their native languages. 

Native children as young as 4 years old are taken from their parents and sent to Bureau of Indian Affairs off-reservation boarding schools, whose alleged goal, is to  “… kill the Indian to save the man.”
	

	1865-1876, 
Reconstruction Era
	
	13th amendment abolishes the institution of slavery. 

The Reconstruction era, a period during which the 11 Confederate states would be gradually reintroduced to the Union, was under way.
	In 1870, according to the U.S. Department of Education, some 57 percent of the 12 million school-aged Americans were enrolled in public elementary or secondary schools, though only about 60 percent of those enrolled attended school on any given day and the average school year was 132 days.

	Late 1860s, Congressional Reconstruction
	
	The 14th amendment makes any person born in the United States a full citizen of the United States.

Forbids any state to deny to any person:  1) “life, liberty or property, without due process of law” or 2) “the equal protection of its laws.”

This amendment established the constitutional basis for the educational rights of language minority students.
	Secret schools for slaves were established in many places (e.g., Savannah, Augusta, Charleston, and Richmond). These efforts created momentum to start schools after emancipation. Because the freed slaves were poor and had few teachers among their ranks, the efforts of northern white missionaries were important. 

The indigenous educational efforts of African Americans in the Reconstruction South have been underestimated until recently. (e.g., in New Orleans blacks organized the Louisiana Educational Relief Association in 1866, and by 1867, their sixty-five schools enrolled more children than the fifty-six schools of the Freedmen's Bureau.  Similarly, the Georgia Education Association supported 96 of the state's 123 black schools in full or in part in 1866.

	The Gilded Age (1880s and 1890s)
	
	The 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act suspended immigration of Chinese laborers for ten years and made Chinese residents ineligible for naturalization. 

While non-laborers remained eligible for entry into the US, few were allowed into the country.  Chinese immigrants remained ineligible for citizenship until 1943.

The Chinese Exclusion Act was the first major legislation restricting immigration into the US. Other Chinese exclusion acts were passed in 1892, 1902, and 1904 and were followed by legislation restricting other ethnic immigrant groups.

Although the Exclusion Act was repealed in 1943, strict quotas remained in place until the Immigration Reform Act of 1965, signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson.
	

	Post-Reconstruction: The Growth of Jim Crow
	
	Jim Crow was a minstrel performance that was popularized by Thomas Dartmouth "Daddy" Rice in 1828. Rice's character was a crippled plantation slave who danced and sang. 

Eventually, the derogatory term Jim Crow was used to describe laws that imposed racial segregation. They existed mainly in the South and originated from the black codes enforced from 1865 to 1866 and from prewar segregation on railroad cars in northern cities. The laws sprouted up in the late nineteenth century after Reconstruction (1877) and lasted until the 1960s
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