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	Mid-19th Century:  Common School Period and Approach of the Civil War

	Not until the 1840s did an organized system exist

Common-School advocates worked to establish a free elementary education accessible to everyone and financed by public funds. They advocated that public schools should be accountable to local school boards and state governments. 

They also helped establish compulsory school attendance laws for elementary-age children. By 1918, such laws existed in all states.

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	Mid-19th Century:  Racial, Religious, and Political Issues; Reform and Opposition


	
	
	Reformers in most states argued for increased state aid to local schooling, the establishment of a chief state school officer and county superintendents, licensing examinations and increased pay for teachers, required record keeping, longer school terms, and full tax support for free public schools.

Religious debate between Protestant and Roman Catholic officials [In some cities Catholics received public funds for their charity schools].

	Common Schools Movement
	
	
	The free, Common Schools have rarely been free of controversy

Battles over the state's authority to require communities to establish public schools. Opponents argued that education was not a proper function of government and that it was an intrusion into the domain of parents.

 They feared the secularizing influence of schools that were largely expected to provide religious and moral instruction. In addition, they objected to paying higher taxes to finance education.

	Industrial Revolution
	Widespread industrialization influenced views toward education. Authorities wanted assimilation and everyone to move from school setting to industrial setting

Factory model – “conveyor belt”

Beginning → End:  Entered one way and exited one way, no deviation
	
	Deficit model of education: if student didn’t fit pattern, got taken out (“One Size Fits All”)

	Nativist Movements (anti-Catholic and anti-Irish eras)
	Widespread discrimination and prejudice
The Irish Americans are victims of systematic, public, and highly discriminatory bigotry in America. Signs announcing Help Wanted: No Irish Need Apply [NINA signs].

Anti-immigrant American (“Know Nothing”) party rose to brief prominence in the 1850s.
	
	Growth of Catholic schools as a defense against perceived discrimination against Catholics in mainstream schools (e.g., readings from King James Bible).

	1851, compulsory education law
	
	
	State of Massachusetts is first to pass a compulsory education law. 

Goal is to make sure that the children of poor immigrants get "civilized" and learn obedience and restraint, so they make good workers and do not contribute to social upheaval.
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