	1776-1840: Early National Period

	Pioneers of Public Education in the USA included:  Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), Dewitt Clinton (1769-1828), Horace Mann (1796-1859), Herbert Baynard (1811-1900)

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)
	
	
	1731, founded America’s first public library. In 1742, it was chartered as the Philadelphia Library.

1751, helped found the first "English Academy" in Philadelphia. Franklin's school offers a religion-based curriculum, like its Latin School counterpart, but it also teaches courses that apply to everyday life, such as history, merchant accounts, algebra, surveying, modern languages, and navigation. 

1779, the academy becomes the University of Pennsylvania.

	Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)
	
	
	Believed that education in the new republic could be enlarged to educate the new citizens; a system of publicly supported schools should be created in the states to allow the poor to receive an education. 

Advocated a new public university in his home state of Virginia that was also to serve the less wealthy farmers "across the mountains." (This became the University of Virginia).

	New York Governor Dewitt Clinton (1769-1828)
	
	
	While Mayor of New York City, Dewitt Clinton was instrumental in organizing the Free School Society (1805).

The Free School Society provided education for poor children. 

Using public funds, the Governor established a six-to-eight week program to train teachers.

	Horace Mann (1796-1859)
	
	
	Considered the Father of American Public Education.

Conceived an educational system that sought to develop character. Believed that education would make the nation prosperous and “redeem the state from social vices and crimes”

Considered public education “the great equalizer of the conditions of men.”

	Attitudes Toward Immigration
	In the colonial era, the individual colonies mainly controlled the admission of newcomers. Generally, shortages of labor and abundant land increased the desire to attract settlers. 

As a result, in Virginia, laws encouraged newcomers by giving the "head-right" of 50 acres to each arrival if he/she paid for their own passage or to the master who paid for them. 

On the other hand, strict vagrancy laws in other colonies excluded those who could not support themselves and who might become public charges. 
	After independence, most restraints on immigration disappeared. The federal government simply regulated the conditions for naturalization.

In 1790, a law made citizenship available after two years’ residence. Then, in 1798, a more rigid law extended the time required to 14 years. The government left the rest up to the individual states, who mostly wanted to attract settlers and immigrants.
	

	1820s, Efforts to Create Common Schools
	
	
	Education reformers like Horace Mann and Henry Barnard, working in Massachusetts and Connecticut respectively, helped create statewide common-school systems.

These reformers sought to increase opportunities for all children and create common bonds among an increasingly diverse population. 

They argued that education could preserve social stability and prevent crime and poverty.

	1820s, First High Schools
	
	
	First High schools

1821: Boston opens the nation's first public high school.

1827: Massachusetts passes a law that requires towns of 500 families or more to establish high schools. Other states soon followed. 

By mid-century, public high schools absorb their Latin grammar school predecessors. 

Towns begin to establish separate secondary schools for girls.

	1837, first co-educational college established
	
	
	Oberlin College in Ohio established as first co-educational college.

	Late 1830s-1840s, Increased Immigration
	This was a period of increasing urbanization and massive immigration. 

For the first time, new immigrants included large numbers of Catholics (primarily from Ireland).

This immigration led to increasing Protestant-Catholic tension and the first organized expression of Nativist sentiments.
	1839 Ohio became the first state to adopt a bilingual education law authorizing German-English instruction at parents' request.

Louisiana enacted an identical provision for French and English in 1847, and the New Mexico Territory did so for Spanish and English in 1850. 

By the end of the 19th century, about a dozen states had passed similar laws.

Elsewhere, many localities provided bilingual instruction without state sanction, in languages as diverse as Norwegian, Italian, Polish, Czech, and Cherokee.
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· For the first 200 years of education in North America, the primary goal of schooling was to foster religious devotion. The original Puritan and Separatist colonists, inheriting the Reformation’s concern that everyone be able to read the Bible, opened schools for teaching children how to study the Scriptures. 

· A biblically literate population was seen as the best insurance for a successful society. 

· Our founding fathers, even those who were not avowedly Christian, recognized that education should primarily serve to encourage faith in Christ. They acknowledged that civilization’s health and very existence depended on people who understood and lived Christian principles.

· In the 1830’s, secular concepts, already widely embraced in Europe, began infiltrating the worldview of US citizens. 

