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	1600-1776: Colonial Period

	All children would be able to read Scripture, have a proper upbringing, be knowledgeable of the law, and find “honest” work

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	First permanent Spanish settlements in what became the United States:  St. Augustine, FL (1565) and Santa Fe, NM (1610).

First permanent English settlements in what became the United States: Jamestown, VA (1607) and Plymouth, MA (1620)


	Much of what became the United States was already settled by Native American tribes at the time the first European settlers arrived. The Spanish established the first permanent European settlements in what became the U.S., including St. Augustine, FL (1565) and Santa Fe, NM (1610).

On May 13, 1607, three English ships, the Susan Constant, Godspeed, and Discovery with approximately 144 settlers and sailors, planted the first permanent English colony in North America, at Jamestown, VA.

The second permanent English settlement in North America was established December 21, 1620, by religious dissenters and adventurers sailing on the Mayflower.
	
	Schooling was not compulsory in colonial New England; attendance was a parental decision.

Schools were not entirely tax-supported; they were usually financed by a combination of general town taxes, tuition payments by parents, and donations.

There was no separation of church and state in education; religion underwrote the curriculum.

Girls were often entirely excluded from the schools, or permitted to attend for only a few hours each day. They were not allowed to attend the grammar schools or the colonial colleges.

	1600s-1700s: 
Religious refugees settle various colonies
	Religious refugees settled many of the colonies: e.g., Quakers in Pennsylvania; Catholics in Maryland; Germans in Pennsylvania; Scots in Virginia and the Carolinas.

In 1636, Roger Williams, an advocate of religious freedom, was banished from Massachusetts for his religious beliefs and founded the colony of Rhode Island
	Although many of the early settlers came to escape religious oppression, they did not necessarily favor religious freedom. For example, in most New England colonies, the Puritan religion was every bit as much the “established” religion as the Church of England was in the mother country; other sects (including Quakers and Catholics) were subject to varying degrees of oppression. 

Early colonies to foster varying degrees of religious tolerance included Pennsylvania and Maryland.
	

	1635, 
Boston’s Latin Grammar School
	
	
	Oldest existing school in the United States. Established in 1635 based on the English grammar school model. 

Purpose was to educate young men in the classics as a preparation for university entrance. Open to all boys, regardless of social class, 

Set a precedent for tax-supported public education.

	1636, 
Harvard College
	
	
	First institution of higher education in the colonies. 

Had an average enrollment of about 20 male students being originally trained for ministry.

	Early Grammar Schools in New England


	
	
	Towns of one hundred families were to open Grammar Schools to prepare students for studies at Harvard. 

Students entering these Grammar Schools were expected to be literate. 

Families wishing their children to attend these schools had to take an active part in the child’s preparation.

	Education in Other Colonies
	
	
	Middle colonies: mainly religious-based schools, reflecting Pennsylvania’s diverse ethnic background (Quaker, German, Moravian, etc.).

1689: Friends Public School started; for both sexes, free for those who couldn’t afford tuition.

Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania: land grant to fund school operations.

Southern colonies: relatively few schools or other educational institutions; children taught at home, by their parents or tutors.

	1640s, slavery began as a legal institution
	Although the first African slaves were brought to Jamestown in 1619, the use of slaves did not become widespread in the English colonies until the development of tobacco as an export crop later in the 17th century. At first, the legal status of Africans in America was poorly defined and some, like European indentured servants, achieved their freedom after some years of service.

As of 1649, there were only 300 black laborers in the Virginia colony, but the institution of slavery was formalized and legalized in northern and southern colonies alike in the mid-17th century. Central to these laws were the provision that black slaves, and the children of slave women, would serve for life.
	
	

	Religious Intolerance
	1692, Salem witch trials
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