	1989-1999: Increased Federal Involvement

	Year/Era
	Historical Events/Social Trends
	Law and Policy
	Educational Trends and Ideas

	1989
	
	
	Almost 90 percent of school-aged children attended public schools. 

Almost all attended class daily (with some important local or regional exceptions) and the average school year had grown to 180 days - still too short, say many modern critics, but a 40 percent increase since Reconstruction. 

Most students stay in school at least throughout the high-school grades, while a record number are pursuing higher education.

	1990, 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (PL 101-476) (20 U.S. Code, Chapter 33)
	
	In the 1990 reauthorization of the Education of the Handicapped Act (EAHCA), the name of the statute was changed to IDEA. The new act replaced “handicap” with “disability,” introduced “people first” language, and added Autism and Traumatic Brain Injury to the list of disabilities.

Required multidisciplinary teams to determine eligibility (label). 

Required an IEP team for placement decisions.
	 

	1991, Jonathan Kozol’s Savage Inequalities
	
	
	Jonathan Kozol publishes Savage Inequalities, in which he documents the funding inequalities between richer and poorer school districts.

	1994, 
Goals 2000: Educate America Act (PL 103-227)
	
	Goals 2000: Educate America Act (March 31 of 1994).  Every child in every school in the nation can work toward and achieve high standards; schools and communities have the obligation to provide every child with the opportunity to achieve at high levels.

National goals for the year 2000 established by the Act included:

All children in America will start school ready to learn. 

The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent. 

All students will leave grades 4, 8, and 12 having demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter including English, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics an government, economics, the arts, history, and geography, …

United States students will be first in the world in mathematics and science achievement…  

The nation's teaching force will have access to programs for the continued improvement of their professional skills and the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to instruct and prepare all American students for the next century. 

Every school will promote partnerships that will increase parental involvement and participation in promoting the social, emotional, and academic growth of children.
	

	1994, 
Improving America’s Schools Act (IASA) – reauthorization of ESEA
	
	In October 1994, President Clinton signed into law the Improving America's Schools Act (IASA), PL 103-382, which reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.

The Bilingual Education Act, Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), was reauthorized in 1994 as part of the Improving America’s Schools Act. Title VII was restructured to provide for an increased state role and give priority to applicants seeking to develop bilingual proficiency.
	

	1994, California’s Proposition 187
	
	Proposition 187 passes in California.  Makes it illegal for children of undocumented immigrants to attend public school. 

Federal courts hold Proposition 187 unconstitutional, but anti-immigrant feeling spreads across the country.
	

	1996, California’s Proposition 209
	
	Proposition 209 passes in California.  Outlaws affirmative action in public employment, public contracting and public education. 
	

	1997, IDEA Reauthorization
	
	The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997 were signed into law on June 4, 1997.  The IDEA Act strengthened academic expectations and accountability for the nation's 5.8 million children with disabilities and bridges the gap that has too often existed between what children with disabilities learn and what is required in regular curriculum.
	

	1998, California Proposition 227
	
	Proposition 227 passes in California.  Required that children who were "English learners" (formerly called limited English proficient or LEP) be placed in a sheltered English immersion program in which nearly all instruction was in English but at a pace the student could understand.

“All minority language children will be placed in English language classrooms. Children who are limited English proficient will be taught through sheltered English immersion for a period not normally to exceed one year.”
	

	Growth of English-only Movement (1980-99)
	
	
	During the 1980s and 1990s, the English-only movement met with increasing success, particularly at the state level.  In the past two decades, 23 states have adopted English as the official language and curtailed use of other languages in government and public services, including schools.
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