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This course introduces students to some of the major works in classical and contemporary social theory, drawn from sociology, political theory, and economics, with a particular emphasis on culture and values as elements shaping public policy.

The class focuses on the topics of power, religion, inequality, and economic development, as they have been analyzed by classic authors in the Western tradition.

There are two required papers.  Both are analytical exercises designed to improve your critical reading and written expression.   The first is a short (4-6 pages) paper analyzing some of the readings.  The second is a more substantial paper  (18-20 pages) in which I ask you to compare and contrast viewpoints of two or more authors on a specific theme of your choosing.

MOST OF THE REQUIRED READINGS ARE AVAILABLE IN A COURSE PACK AT THE GMU BOOKSTORE IN FAIRFAX. 

Other readings (noted with a star below) can be easily purchased on Amazon or may be on your shelf.
LIST OF READINGS:

*Robert Axelrod: The Evolution of Cooperation
Pierre Bourdieu – New Forms of Capital

Patricia Hill Collins – Black Feminist Thought

Emile Durkheim – Elementary Forms of the Religious Life
*Friedrich Hayek – The Road to Serfdom

Thomas Hobbes -- Leviathan

*Samuel Huntington – The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking World Order

Laurence Iannaccone – “Economic Theory and Religious Studies”

John Locke – Second Treatise on Government

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels – The Communist Manifesto

C. Wright Mills – The Power Elite

Niccolo Machiavelli – The Prince

Douglass C. North – “Economic Performance through Time”

Plato: The Republic
*John Rawls – Justice As Fairness: A Restatement (Harvard University Press)

Joseph Schumpeter – Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy

Smith, Adam, The Wealth of Nations

Rodney Stark, Laurence Iannaconne, and Roger Finke, “Religion, Science, and 

Rationality.”

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America

Thucydides – Peloponnesian Wars
Thorstein Veblen – Theory of the Leisure Class

Duncan Watts, Six Degrees of Separation

Max Weber – Domination and Legitimacy; Bureaucracy

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS

I. POWER AND GOVERNANCE

August 31

Plato –Republic I-II, IV-V, VII. 

Thucydides – Peloponnesian Wars, Book One Chapters II-IV, Book Two Chapter VI

September 7

Machiavelli – The Prince,  Chapters I-X

Hobbes – Leviathan, Chapters XIII-XV


September 14

Paper Assignment Week: Paper Due on Sept. 21st.
September 21

Locke – 2nd Treatise on Government, Chapters I-XIII, XVIII-XIX

Marx – The Communist Manifesto, Chapters I, II

September 28

Toqueville – Democracy in America, Part II, Chapters 5, 8 

Weber – Domination and Legitimacy; Bureaucracy Sections 1-2, 

6-11, 13-14; 

October 5

Rawls, Justice as Fairness: A Restatement
II.  STATUS AND INEQUALITY


October 12

Veblen – Theory of the Leisure Class, Chapters 2, 4




Bourdieu – “New Forms of Capital”

October 19

Mills – Power Elite;  Collins, Black Feminist Thought

October 26

Jencks – Who Gets Ahead?  Chapter 8;  

Florida – Rise of the Creative Class, Chapter 15.

III.  RELIGION


November 2

Durkheim – Elementary Forms “Cultural Logic of Collective 

Representations”

November 9
Stark, Iannaccone, and Finke, “Religion, Society, and Rationality,” Iannaccone, “Economic Theory and Religious Studies,” Greeley, “Religion after 2000” 
November 16

Huntington, Clash of Civilizations

November 23

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

IV. ECONONOMIC GROWTH AND CRISES

November 30

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations




Joseph Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy

Douglass North – “Economic Performance Through Time”
December 7

Robert Axelrod: The Evolution of Cooperation, Chaps. 1,2 and 6,7




Duncan Watts – Six Degrees of Separation 




Friedrich Hayek – The Road to Serfdom, Chaps. 1-11, 15

FINAL PAPER IS DUE DECEMBER 14th.

