Sample grading rubrics for composition classes—Shelley Reid

I.  Reading Analysis:  5 Assignments, 3 points each, totaling 15% of final grade

	Name                                 RA Score out of 3:  

A  √  shows a completed task; a √+   shows strong achievement


	Name                                 RA Score out of 3:  

A  √  shows a completed task; a √+   shows strong achievement



	Summ. gets main arg./concl.

Summ. covers main points

Summ. in own words

Summ. smooth & formal

Summ. & asgt. long enough 

All parts of asgt. complete


	Analysis is original thought, not restatement

Anls. gives details why

Anls. "deep" on one point, not broad "telling"

Asgt. quest/tasks answered


	Summ. gets main arg./concl.

Summ. covers main points

Summ. in own words

Summ. smooth & formal

Summ. & asgt. long enough 

All parts of asgt. complete


	Analysis is original thought, not restatement

Anls. gives details why

Anls. "deep" on one point, not broad "telling"

Asgt. quest/tasks answered




II. 101  Essay #1 Complete Early Draft:  5 points out of the 20-point/5% Essay #1 Score (check/checkplus)

	
	General Academic Essay Expectations
	
	Essay #1 Expectations

	
	Main judgment (thesis) is stated clearly early in the essay
	
	Focuses on specific incident(s), not just "writing" in general

	
	Main judgment is connected to points throughout the essay
	
	Focuses on—and explains—why the "I/them" balance was good or not

	
	Each paragraph fully develops one point
	
	Shows specific steps, actions, emotions

	
	Specific, one-time-only evidence supports each claim
	
	Uses 3 direct quotations from assigned readings to help explain experiences

	
	Takes a reader smoothly from point to point
	
	Develops ideas beyond the "obvious"

	
	Writer anticipates/answers reader's questions
	
	Has an honest, engaging voice/style


Best points:  

Top priority revisions (see also checklist above):  

Draft Score:   
/5    (See "Scoring Guide" in the Course Packet for information about this score)

III.  101 Essay #4 Complete Early Draft:  3 points out of the 50 point/25% Essay #4 score

	
	General academic essay skills
	
	Essay #4 criteria

	
	Intro engages reader's attention, gives bkgrnd.
	
	Focuses on text evidence more than pers. exp.

	
	Makes argument early in essay; includes a "because" statement or previews essay points
	
	Makes a new argument, not just repeating what a source says and agreeing with it

	
	Makes argument clear in each parag. 
	
	Explains several angles of arg., not repeating

	
	Parag's. focus on one topic; each draws concl.
	
	Includes & refutes opposing or alt. arguments

	
	
	
	Includes judgment about individ/social power

	
	Paragraphs contain sufficient evid. + expl.
	
	Incorporates enough relevant, direct quotations

	
	Essay flows smoothly; points grow to concl.
	
	Quotes introduced, cited, and explained

	
	Conclusion answers "so, what?"
	
	Integrates multiple sources smoothly

	
	Sentence-level errors are minimal
	
	Has a works cited page


Quick Revision Comment: 

Draft Score:       / 5  (See "Scoring Guide" in the Course Packet for information about this score)

IV. 101  Essay #4 Final Folder Points List ( Out of 100 points, based on 500 points total for the semester)

_____ / 3 pts.  Exploration Essay  (a 250-500 word "rant" or mini-essay; may not simply be summary of a text)

_____ / 5 pts.  Complete Early Draft (brought for peer workshop; full length)

_____ / 2 pts.   Thorough Peer Workshop Feedback (must include specific suggestions for revision)

_____ / 8 pts.  Folder with drafts, Audience Analysis, Post-Script, annotations, works cited, etc. 

_____ / 7 pts.  Advanced Draft with Significant Global/Local Revisions (points given for substantive revision)

_____ / 75 pts. Final Draft  (this percentage seems to me to be a good balance between rewarding process work and grading the final product in such a way that the final grade does reflect writing competencie
