Folder Assignment 2:  Three Possible Research Problems

Why:  To nudge you toward discovering a topic for your research project; to help you see how "topics" morph into "problems"; to give you a place to begin thinking about research.
1. Choose (and write down) a topic, issue, question that you're considering as a possibility for your research this semester.  

2. Write down at least one broader version of the topic/issue/question, and at least one narrower version.

3. Write down at least two (other) questions that could be explored:  you might wish to try out questions of definition, value, or cause/effect.

4. Write down at least two brief "problem scenarios" (no more than a sentence or two each):  what might be a problem embedded in this topic, for whom is it a problem, and what's one small thing that might improve the situation?

5. Repeat steps 1-4 for two other topics/issues/questions.  Note:  These can be entirely different from your first one, or they can be slightly different aspects of your first issue.  If you're 90% sure that your first topic is the one you plan to use, you can choose something less serious or more experimental for the other topic(s), just to see how the problematizing process works.

Folder Assignment 3:  Annotation

Why:  To formally practice "critical reading" skills; to prepare to read skeptically as you begin researching.

Choose one of the essays we've read so far for class this semester, and turn in a photocopy/printout of the essay with your annotations on it.  These will include not only passages (or parts of passages) that you've underlined to say "hey," but the margin notes—actual words!—you write for yourself (at least 4-5 times per page).  You should present a range of comments including exclamations, translations, questions, reactions, and/or connections.  You could also identify appeals, assertions, and/or logical fallacies.

Also turn in a couple of paragraphs in which you talk back to the essay.  You can talk back to the author about the concept as a whole, or about one or more particular phrases or examples.  If you talk back to agree with the author, be sure to give your own specific, original reasons for agreeing—don't just re-state what the author said and say "Me, too!"  

Folder Assignment 4:  Museum Preview:  Complete the first question of the Museum Assignment (Part 1A). http://honors.gmu.edu/hnrs110/f2005/001/F05_HN110MuseumAnalysis.htm

